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Easter eqgs: a tradition youll

Once again Peter Cottontail 1s
hopping down the bunny trail, and
Easter is definitely on its way.

Store shelves overflow with
colorful baskets and scrumptious
chocolate eggs. Spring flowers
bloom qn dresses and hats sport
decorative trims that transform
them into Easter bonnet specials.
Pet stores have come alive with
the sights and sounds of fluffy
chicks and adorable bunnies.

In the midst of this modern-day
madness, one time-honored
tradition stands alone: the Easter
egg.

The magic of the
Easter egg is alive

For centuries, different cultures
- from the ancient Persians and
Greeks to the Ukrainians of
Europe ~ have been enchanted by
brightly colored and decorated
eggs. Long before Christianity,
pagan rites involved coloring,
blessing, exchanging and eating
eggs. With the spread of
Christianity, the egg took on new
significance. As one of the many
foods once forbidden during Lent,
eggs became an Easter Day treat.

Early Easter egg coloring was a
messy and time-consuming
process involving natural dyes.
Yellow colors were achieved by
boiling onion skins; brown by
boiling alder and hickory. Red
colors were procured by boiling
madder root, while nuts, roots and
berries were used for other
variations.

Another technique required
wrapping eggs in bright calico
cloth, boiling them and - viola! -
the colors were transferred from
the cloth to the eggs. A still more
complicated egg-decorating
method was Pysanky, which in-
volved the use of wax and dyes.

For many, egg decorating is a
highly sophisticated craft. There
even are egg decorating societies
and national exhibits featuring
breathtaking displays of Easter
eggs. But for most of us,
decorating eggs 1s simply a fun
way to celebrate Easter.

Easter Egg-citement

Easter provides an excellent
opportunity for children to let their
creative talents shine.

As professional designers know,
there 1s a secret to egg painting:
Because eggs have a natural oily
coating, the shells must be gently
scoured if colors are to adhere
properly. All it takes is a moist
sponge and scouring powder.
Rinse off the scouring powder, let
the eggs dry and you're ready to
decorate.

In addition to the usual mass-
produced Easter egg dyes,
materials children might enjoy
decorating with include paints
(using cotton swabs as paint
brushes), felt-tip pens, crayons,
glue, construction paper, scissors,
scraps of lace or ribbon, glitter,
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pipe cleaners, sequins — even
different-shaped pasta. There also
are a myriad of stickers on the
market that can add a festive
touch.

Begin by covering the work area
with newspapers so spills won’t
matter. Then let the artists loose.
You'll see creative minds at work
as the children combine colors on
the eggs and in the dye cups, have
contests — ugliest egg, prettiest
egg, funniest egg — and cut and
paste life into their creations.

Spring Fling

If you've decided to have an
Easter egg hunt, whether for
adults or children, you're in for a
hopping good time.

Nature will do the decorating for
a hunt held outdoors. Depending on
what part of the country you live
in, you may be lucky enough to find

lilae, jonquils, daffodils or cherry
trees in bloom right outside your
door.

Whether the hunt is inside or
outside, hide colored jelly beans
and foil-wrapped chocolate eggs
alongside the decorated eggs. To
add an extra-special touch, fill
plastic eggs (like the ones pan-
tyhose come in) with small objects
that will appeal to your guests’
special interests, then label each
egg with a name tag. As guests
arrive, provide them with baskets
to hold the treats they find.

The health-conscious host will be
happy to learn there are many
nutritious, easy-to-make dishes
that will complement the usual
after-hunt Easter fare of ham, egg
salad sandwiches and colored
eggs. The following are from
“McCall’s Cook Book.”

« Bunny Salad: Place canned
pear halves, cut side down, on
lettuce leaves. Add orange sections
for ears, and strawberry or cherry

slivers for eyes, nose and mouth.

» Peter Rabbit Salad: Divide one
3-ounce package of cream cheese
into three parts. With hands, shape
each part to resemble a carrot 3
inches long. Roll the ‘“‘carrots” n
one-third cup grated -carrot,
coating completely. Insert a
parsley sprig on top of each. Serve
on spinach leaves; garnish with
pineapple tidbits.

* Blushing Bunny: Combine 1n a
small saucepan one 8-ounce can
tomato sauce, one 1l-ounce can
condensed cheddar cheese soup
and Y4 teaspoon dry mustard. Mix
well and bring to a boil over
medium heat, stirring constantly.
Put one slice of toast in each of four
bowls. Pour soup over toast and
sprinkle with bacon.

Once the children have had their
fill of these healthy dishes, turn
them loose on the jelly beans and
chocolate eggs — and wave
goodbye to Peter Cottontail for
another year.

SEEDER/SPREADERS WITH A
WIDER RANGE.

Vicon is the only company that can offer you a choice
of seven seeder/spreaders with spreading widths
ranging from 20 ft. to 45 ft. Spread

anular material including
ime, fertilizer, sand or
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seed. Plus, the unique

F
How Much Would You Expect To
Pay For A 43 HP, 2WD Tractor?

HOW ABOUT *7,500!

Tractors

| ZETOR

* 43 HP To 140 HP

forward, 2 reverse,

ferential; lock; tires

14 9x28

More
Tractor...
Less
Money!

MODELS AVAILABLE...
+ Live PTO
* 2 And 4 Wheel Drive « With Or Without Cab

CHECK OUR SPECS...
Mode! 5211.0...With 3 cyl. 165 cu in
diesel engine; 43 PTO HP, 10 speeds
independent
540/1000 PTO; 3 pt. hitch Cat I-ll with
3785 lbs. lifting capacity; open center
hydraulic draft and position control;
external hydraulic quick couplers; po-
wer steering; swinging drawbar, dif-
7 50x16

and

See & Drive These Tractors Today!

Rt 501 1'% Mites South of Schaelterstown PA
lnTI PHONE (717) 949-6817
. Mon Wed Sat 8to4 Tues Thurs Fri 8toB

ARDWARE & EQUIPMENT CO. INC.

Penna. Dealers.

H BURCHFIELDS, INC.

112 S. Raslroad St.
Martinsburg, Pa.
814-793-2194

DONALD ERDLEY
FARM EQUIP.
RD1
_Lewisburg, Pa.
717-524-2410
717-524-2408 (Eve's)

ERB & HENRY EQUIP.
INC.
New Berlinville, Pa.
215-367-2169

HUTTON FARM
EQUIPMENT
RD2
Mahattey, Pa.
814-277-6647

PETERMAN FA

Carlisle, Pa.

Rd5

Lake Ariel, Pa.
717-698-6825

STOUFFER BROS.
. 1066 Lincoin Way West
Chambersburg, Pa.
717-263-8424

Rt. 1

Breezewood, Pa.
814-735-3292
1-800-242-3240

MELVIN J. SHEFFER,
INC.
121 Railroad St.
Hanover, Pa.
717-637-3808

RD 1 Box 141

EQUIP,., INC.
225 York Road

SCOTTIE SWINGLE

SUMMIT SYSTEMS, INC.

TRIPLE H EQUIPMENT

- Peach Bottom, Pa.
*t 717°548-3775

1 nylon oscillating spout gives
you the most accurate spread

imaginable. See the Vicon

l seeder/spreader that’s just

right for your operation at:

WATSON'S INC.
Sharon-Mercer Rd.
Sharon, Pa.
412-346-6514

RM

717-249-2150

WENNER FORD
TRACTOR
Route 202
Concordville, Pa.
215-399-9615

WM. HOBENSACK'S

SONS
1060 Greeley Ave.
lvyland, Pa.
215-675-1610

New Jersey Dealers

BEEMERVILLE EQUIP.

Rd 3,Box 610
Sussex, NJ
201-875-5672

CHERRY VALLEY FORD

TRACTOR
Route 70
Mariton, NJ
609-983-0111

NORMAN BRIGHT, INC.
EvergreenRd
New Egypt, NJ
609-758-2211

PONIATOWSKI BROS.
EQUIP. CO.
Rt 31
Flemmngton, NJ
201-782-3541

RODIO TRACTOR
SALES, INC.
N White Horse Pike
Hammonton, NJ
609-561-0141

SCHAPER BROS.
RD 8, Box 270
Bridgeton, NJ
609-455-1640

Maryland Dealers

ELLIOTT EQUIP.
& HARDWARE
Rt. 328 & Eliiott Rd.
Easton, MD
301-822-8866

Jointhe revolution

VICON FARM MACHINERY INC, P O Box 6313 Chesapeake, VA 23323 » 804/485-1600




