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Brockett’s Ag Advice

By John E. Brockett
Farm Management Agent
Lewistown Extension Office

THINK!

Farmers are inherently
ingenious people. They can usually
devise all types of things to
make work easier, do an im-
possible job, or beat the system. I
wish a good farmer or two or three
would come up with a way to
painlessly help a person think
things through.

If farmers would spend as much
time and effort thinking about
financial management as they do
about developing that nifty gim-
mick, there would be no farmers 1n
trouble.

I have always admired the
farmer who is enough of an
engineer to send ideas mnto farm
magazines. Many of the 1deas
should be patented because they
are so practical and take quite a lot
of thought and trial and error.

If I could only find a way to
harness that tremendous
creativity. I would then throw out
all of the management stuff from
the colleges and think tanks. I
would start from scratch and get
those creative farmers to develop
a record system that was
foolproof, easy, practical, and
usable.

Then I would challenge them to
develop a system to analyze the
information from those records.
They could do it, too.

Finally, I would beg them to
come up with a way to use those
records and analysis to project
“‘what would happen if—"’ This last
item would probably cause them
the most trouble because of the
imponderables in our imperfect
society. Even so I would have
confidence that they would reach
that goal, too.

There is nothing that farmers
cannot do if they really put their
minds to it. That is why this
country has the best farmers in the
world.

If you are a farmer, you also
have the capability to think and
think constructively. It does not
take a college education to be a
thinker. It is not necessary to have
a PhD to be a profound thinker.
You do not have to have a lot of
spare time to be a thinker.

You do have to have the desire to
tmprove, to change for the better,
to make something work, or to
develop something that others
have said was impossible. All of
these things farmers have been
doing since this country of ours
was settled by free farmers who
had to “make do”’ with whatever
there was available.

No one ever promised those
farmers a free lunch. They made
their management decisions the
old fashioned way ~ they worked
them out or starved.

Would Quotas Work?

Every time we have economic
problems, some people bring up
the idea of having quotas. This
occurred back in the 50s and 60s. It
1s happening again today.

Those who already have a high
base of course are the most in
favor of a quota. Unfortunately
there are a lot of questions that
would have to be answered.

* Who would own the quota
base? The individual or the farm
or the county or the state?

+ Who would set the value of that
quota in the event it was sold?

« How would the base be set?
The same for everyone, historical
production for the farm or in-

dividual, amount per county or
state to be divided among active
farmers.

¢ What about price of product?
Using cost of production or price
the market would pay or an annual
negotiated price.

o If cost of production, whose
cost would be used and what
factors should be figured into that
cost? Using an average cost of
production would mean some
people would still be operating at a
loss. Should they be subsidized? By
whom? You or general tax
revenues (which include you).

e Would anything prevent you
from being bought up by one or two
syndicates and then moved to
another area or state? It takes a
certain amount of farm business in
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an area to maintain farm service
and supply businesses.

e What if a farmer was in a
deficit area and was offered a
higher price for an unlimited

amount of the product upon which
there was a quota? Who would rule
on whether he or she could sell that
product.?

Dauphin benefit auction
scheduled Apr. 5

HARRISBURG The Gratz
Fairgrounds will be the location of
the Second Annual Ag Center
Consignment Auction on Saturday,
April 5. The auction will benefit the
future Dauphin County Agriculture
and Natural Resources Center that
will be located near the in-
tersection of Routes 225 and 325 in
Middle Paxton Township.

Commitments from anyone

AP

PRO-TIL...The New Concept
In ROTOTILLING

Available In Cast
Iron Kohler }

interested in donating or con-
signing farm equipment, new and
used tools, lumber, household
goods, lawn and garden equip-
ment, antiques and collectables
are now being accepted.

Those interested in donating
items should contact the Dauphin
County Conservation District, 556
1090, or the Cooperative Extension,
652-8460.
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READ THE FACTS - COMPARE!

Top Of The Line
8 HP MODEL AMPro Troy Ariens Sears
(] Select Rotation Yes No No No
(1 Twine Till Tines Yes No No No
0 Tine Clutch Yes Yes No No
[0 Four Speed in Line
Shift Transmission Yes No No No
O Dirt Shields Yes No No No
DEALERS
PEI:N?YI.VANIA LEBANON CO. SNYDER CO.
BEDFORD CO. , MARTIN'S PRO HWD.
JOHN M. EMERICK MARTIN'S HWD. Richfield, Pa.
Hyndman, Pa. & EQUIP. . Ph. (717) 694-3220

Ph. (814) 842-3480

Newmanstown, Pa

SOMERSET CO.

s —— | Ph. (717) 949-6817
F A.C. BERNET, INC 23&'3 O, ™ N0
-G 1 NG, SWOPE & BASHORE, o INC.
‘C I E L Birdsboro, Pa. INC Addison, Pa.
Q Ph (215) 582-8103 Myo. Ph. (814) 395-3521
yerstown, Pa.
v EHESIEB_C.QLSWUZFUS CARM Ph.(717)933-4138 UN_O__M A’R#I;:d% SMALL
LEHIGH CO.
Y WiDNESDAY, APRIL 2nd e, Dumsia g
Q 7 Ph. (215) 593-2407 g GARDEN Ph. (717) 966-2545
refield, Pa.
l AM.-3PM | |PauLsHovem e, " 219%%%1202  OVERDORFF NURSERY
. Carlisle. Pa. KERMIT KISTLER h?'!!‘ & GtAI:DEN
N L rt, Pa. . Pleasant, Pa.
P: ‘:::"43 2686 Ph (215) 268.2011 Ph. (412) 423-6288
DAUPHIN CO. YORK CO.
JIN'S LAWN MOWER ~ MAURER’S MOWER  CHARLIES SALES
| | SERvice SALES & SERVICE g SERVICE
Harrisburg, Pa. Allentown, Pa. Brogue, Pa.
Ph.(717)545-5114 Ph (215)437-0452 Ph. (717) 927-6500
TETER’S SALES LYCOMING CO. RAFFENSBERGER'S
i et e, Senescote
r;ll|:7rig;‘5‘é;;501 Ph (717) 326"28.74 lp):ll(astgwn. Pa
.(717) 244-7941
FRANKLIN CO. MIFFLIN CO.
Model 95 Wire Hoop Setter Model 900 M w/Plug Mix Attachment || | AAA.LAWN SERvice PEACHEY'S SAW SHoP 1. STERNER
EHyietvl S Ph.(717) 935-2833 Ph.(717) 6372159
FIELD DEMONSTRATIONS LANGASTER CO. MowRoECo  MARYLAND
Latest In Plastic Handling Equipment From A. & N. EQUIP. SERVICE wnm?sow FARMS
Mechanical Transplanter Co. Ph. (717) 768-3227 e aa15a19  SERVICE
, Taneytown, Md
See All The Latest In Plastics DIRECTIONS: Merry B Farms 2%0‘%:;: WN x?:N[S:mE:;lf)o INC e et
From Leco Agplast. Row Covers, On Rt. 441 Between Marietta EastEarl. Pa Schwenksville, Pa MONTGOMERY CO "
Biodegradeable Mulch, Black And Bainbridge. Watch For Ph (717) 354-0076 Ph (215) 287-8121 ggﬁ":!":fvz?n :‘ S0
& Clear Mulch. Most Other Mulch Signs. NORTHUMBERLAND CO  Ph (301) 253-1125
Manufacturers Also Represented. LAWN CAREOF PA.  MONTANDON EQUIP.
Ff’a l”ﬂc,, Martindale, Pa SALES & SERVICE m&w "J
Ph (215) 445-4541 BAER’S LAWN & GARDE
Sponsored By: o e
LIMEVILLE SALES Ph (717)524-2473 52'1',':;;,;'!,"@
LESTER A. SINGER and MERRYB FARMS g SEEVICE %%DSON & SON Ph (301) 733-8229
96 N. Ronks Rd. RD1 . P i
Ronks, PA 17572 Marietta, PA 17547 Ph (717)442:9304 Milersure. P2 o ——————m
(717) 6876712 (717) 426-3942 ROMAN MUSSER Selinsgrove, Pa ERIES
grove, RIVERVIEW NURS
- (717) 295-2308 sgths\""e- Pa (Snyder Co ) Flemington, NJ
X _ (717)626-6363 Ph (717) 374-8590 Ph (201) 526-3162




