
Ephrata Young Farmers install new officers
Ephrata Area Young Farmers will install new officers during the chapter's annual

banquet Feb. 1 at the Mt. Airy-Durlach Fire Hall at 6:45 p.m. The officers are, from left,
Leonard Martin, treasurer; Mike Pfautz, vice president; Anthony Eberly, president;
Richard Bollinger, secretary; and Steve Graybill, public relations director.
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February 6-7-8,1986 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. February 10 is the bad weather day!!

Large Savings on all Morton Buildings
Free Door Prizes Free $5OO savings bond with every building purchased
Are your present utility bills too high? Are
you interested in saving money on energy
costs? If so, you won’t want to miss our
“1986 Energy Evaluation Days", during
which time we'll be offeringyou big savings
on the Morton Buildings’ Energy Performer.
Morton Buildings’ Energy Performer repre-
sents one of the best values in energy con-
servation today. Gather up your utility bills,
floor plans, and stop by your local sales
office on February 6 - 8,1986. In addition to
the energy-saving discounts, a free $5OO
United States Savings Bond will be
given with every building pur-
chased during “Energy Evalu- JiSSmK.m

ation Days". This is our way of demon-
strating what you'll save on your first
year’s utility bills. We’ll welcomeyou with a
hot cup of coffee and a doughnut, then
settle down to discuss your building
project. You can calculate your savings!
Ask for a written estimate of your floor plan
and energy evaluation of your present
utility bills and receive a free Texas Instru-
ments calculatorembossed with the Morton
Buildings’ logo. Fill out the coupon below
and bring it to the 1986 Energy Evaluation

Days ... You can’t afford to miss it!
Not* Allof faraaxplra on last day of Enargy Evaluation Days

Thtbond offar Is good only on aractad buildings of750
so ft or more Materia) only ordars ara excluded

'TRADEMARK OF TEXAS INSTRUMENTS

‘

|i|

K Free pocket calculator when
I « you present this coupon and

{ request a written quote and a
! tour of a nearby building
I Only one coupon per family
| No mail in coupons accepted
* Offer good only during Energy

Evaluation Days Offer void after
supply is exhausted

1185York Rd , Gettysburg, PA 17325
Rd *lO. Box 76. Meadville, PA 16335
State College, Box 361

Ph. 717/334-2168
Ph 814/336-5083

Centre Hall. PA 16828 Ph 814/364-9500
Box 126, Philhpsburg, NJ 08865 Ph 201/454-7900
1918 Industrial Drive Culpeper. VA 22701 Ph 703/825-3633

P 0 Box 187.Harrington, DE 19952 Ph 302/398-8100
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1-800/447-7436
Illinois call

-800/426-6686
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New grass hybrid removes

sodium from western soil
WASHINGTON - A grass grown

for livestock feed also acts as a soil
cleanser that could give crops a
chance to grow on millions of acres
of salt-laden soil in the West, ac-
cording to a U.S. Department of
Agriculture researcher.

Salt, or sodium, that ac-
cumulates in soil can stunt crops
and seal the soil surface so crops
struggle to survive. But a hybrid
grass of sorghum and sudangrass
may solve thatproblem.

“Saline or high-sodium soils
limit one’s choice of crops,”
Robbins said. “When sodium
builds up because rainfall is ab-
sent, there isn’t enough rain to
flush out the salts, soil collapses,
seals up, and becomes im-
permeable to air and water. ”

He found that crops having little
or no chance of growing in these
soils can survive where the grass
has been planted. The sorghum-
sudangrass hybrid reaches a
height of 11 or 12feet and produces
about 25 tons of grass an acre. It is
drought resistant and is used for
livestock feed and silage in low
rainfall areas.

USDA’s Charles W. Robbins said
that the grassreleases a high level
of carbon dioxide in the soil which
frees the sodium so rainfall or
irrigation water can leach out
sodium normally bound up in the
soil. The cleansing takes at least
two growing seasons.

Robbins discovered the grass’s
cleansing action in studies at the
agency’s Snake River Con-
servation Research Center,
Kimberly, Idaho, while checking
the amount of carbon dioxide
released by roots of plants.

To test his finding, Robbins
selected a rancher’s field with a
sodium level so high that no crop of
any value could be grown there.
For the first planting of the
sorghum-sudangrass cross, he
said, the field averaged 20 tons of
grass an acre-enough for th>-
rancher to harvest and feed to
livestock as silage.

Bobbins, a soil scientist for
USDA’s Agricultural Research
Service, said his studies indicate
that the grass could be used to
reclaim millions of acres of salt-
bound soils in arid western states,
partsof the Northern Great Plains,
western Canada and similar areas
inthe world.

AUTO TURN CARTS
With or Without Springs

Without Brakes *250.00
With Brakes *295.00

SPRING HARROWS

*500.00
*575.00
*625.00
*675.00

Our Spring Harrow Parts
Interchange With JD
2% Cash Discount On

Carts and Harrows
For Information On Delive Write

Little Britain Welding Shop.
455 Nottingham Rd. Nottingham, Pa. 19362
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The grass also may help cut
costs of applying gypsum to
reclaim soil, according to Robbins.
Farmers in irrigated regions have
had to apply 10to 20 tons of gypsum
an acre at$65to $7Oa ton.

“We are getting surprisingly
better results by planting the
hybrid grass than we got by ap-
plying gypsum,’’ he said. Robbins
said he will continue laboratory
and field tests to de ermine if
planting the grass improves yields
of other crops.
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