
RAMP funds aid rural communities
HARRISBURG Rural com-

munities in the coal regions of
Pennsylvania are gettinga helping
hand, thanks to a federal aban-
doned mine reclamation program
designed for rural areas. The help
is coming from the Rural Aban-
doned Mine Program (RAMP) of
the USDA Soil Conservation
Service.

Pennsylvania has 240,000 acres
of abandoned coal mined land, the
most of any state. About 20 percent
of the national RAMP funds are
used in this state, reports Charles
Wilson, SCS RAMP leader.

In the seven years that this
program has been operating, 96
projects have been completed at a
total cost of $l2 million, added
Wilson.

Accomplishments include
elimination of 204 safety and health
hazards, 947 acres of erosion
control and 879 acres of visual
improvements. Water quality
benefits improved 94 miles of
streams and 9,725 acres of lakes.

During the past year, 1985, $l.l
million was spent and 18 projects
were completed, states Wilson.

“We are finding changes oc-
curring in rural communities once
the safety hazards and visual
blights are eliminated,’’ com-
mented Wilson. “Residents are
improving their homes and small
businesses are starting or ex-
panding. It seems to give the
residents a more positive attitude
and pride in their area.’ ’

Two examples are the Morris
Run area in Tioga County and the
Broad Top area in northern
Bedford County. Sealing of
abandoned mine openings,
removal of hazardous highwalls
and buildings, and elimination of
unsightly waste piles and dumps
made positive changes in the
environment. “Clean up an area’s
environment and people will make
an effort to improve their own
property,” continued Wilson. “It is
an extra benefit from RAMP.”
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FISHER AND STOLTZFUS
TRAILER SALES

717-768-3832 or 717-768-3532
East of New Holland, Pa.
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Straight wall farm buildings.
~XgWTUse all the building you pay for.
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PERMA straight wall farm buildings are designed

to provide everything you bargained for
Straightwail construction means more storage

space wail to wall and floor to ceiling

Get Your FREE
Perma book Lto: perma building systems
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I Address
I Town/City County

Telephone No Postal Code
I am interested m the following type of building

| Width Length Size of Door
I Implement Shed Dairy Hog Other
I Workshop Loose Housing Stable
I Industrial Commercial Riding Arena
j Date of Planning To Build

The illustration shows the simplicity and in
herent strength of the PERMA straight wall build
mg Any way you look at it we have the straight
dealfor you
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RAMP is funded by tonnage fees
paid by today’s coal companies.
The collected fees go to the U.S.
Department of Interior who
transfers the portion for RAMP to
the Soil Conservation Service.

Rural communities 'and lan-
downers have made 947 ap-
plications for help under RAMP.
County and State RAMP Com-
mittees have evaluated the ap-
plications according to degree of
hazard. The most serious hazards
are funded first. A total of 341
applications have been classified
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Moisture Corn

Model 75
Cap. Lbs.
50/Min.

as very hazardous and in need of
immediate attention.

“We’ve reclaimed about 1,000
acres out of the 240,000 acres. TTiat
may sound insignificant, but to the
people who live near the 96 com-
pleted RAMP projects, it is
changing their lives for the bet-
ter,” concludedWilson.

POULTRY, SWINE AND
DING

FLEX-AUGER-the best way
deliver

...that’s the
reputation
it’s earned
from farmers

using it over many years.
On thousands of farms Chore-Time’s

“coreless”, flexible, spring steel auger system
has built its record. It’s known for its reliability, its

low power requirements, its long life. And Chore-Time
nown for always trying to make it even better: latest
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improvements include new PVC tubing with ultraviolet and
wear inhibitors, plus new power-efficient direct drive motors
that turn the auger. Get full facts now about Chore-Time’s
FLEX-AUGER and line of feed bins.

Chore-Time Has The Only Flex-Auger For High

Model 125 Model 90 Model HMC Model 55
Cap. Lbs. Cap. Lbs. Cap. Lbs. Cap. Lbs.
220/Min. 100/Min. 50/Min. 15/Min.

• 5 systems to meet any need you have
• 10-year warranty on coreless auger

COMPLETE SYSTEMS, EQUIPMENT, SALES, INSTALLATION, SERVICE
FOR CATTLE, HOGS AND POULTRY.
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