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NEWARK, Del. There is a
stark beauty in the midwinter
landscape. But many of us miss the
green foliage of warmer seasons.
Thus the color that houseplants
provide is especially appreciated
at this time of year. A little care
and attention to the humidity and
light needs of your plants will
ensure that they thrive throughout
the winter.

“Lack of moisture in the air can
harm plants,” says Sue Barton,
University of Delaware extension
ornamental horticulture specialist.
“To increase the humidity around
your houseplants, place them on
pans of moist sand or gravel, or
bury the pots in large containers of
moist peat moss. Grouping plants
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together away from drafts and
heatsources will help maintain the
moisture around them.”

Short winter days mean reduced
light indoors. “Plants that look a
bit off-color now are often
misdiagnosed as nutrient-
starved,” says the specialist.
“More likely, they’re light-
starved. Be careful to avoid
overfertilizing plants during this
period of slow growth.”

Barton says you can avoid low-
lighting problems by choosing
shade-tolerant plants or using
supplemental lighting. She
recommends fluorescent lamps, as
they won’t produce excess heat or
cause leggy plant growth. Cool
white, warm white or specific grow
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JANUARY 28
★ Processing Tomato And Snap Bean

Production, Sweet Corn Harvesting
★ Fresh Market Varieties and Marketing,

Row Covers, Computer Use
JANUARY 29
* Pesticide Application, Adjuvants, Efficient

Fertilizer Use, Research Reports,
Nematodes, Corn Borer

it Bedding Plant Speakers: Dr. Ray Sheldrake,
Will Carlson, Richard Lindquist, Richard
Chamberlain, William Gosnell

JANUARY 30
* Blueberry andBramble Culture, Strawberry

Renovation

SESSIONS RUN FROM 8:45 AM TO 5:00 PM
TRADE SHOW OPEN DURING ALL SESSIONS

(Over 100 Commercial Exhibitors)

REGISTRATION OPENS AT 7:30AM EACH DAY
REGISTER AT THE CONFERENCE OR BY MAIL

WITH THE:
PENNA, VEGETABLE GROWERS
ASSOCIATION
RD 1 Box 392
NORTHUMBERLAND, PA 17857
TELEPHONE 717-473-8468

(Dues *30.00f
ONI-DArUN HMHMr *13.50(ADA VANCC)

915.00 (WALK-IN)

man

ONE-DAY $lO.OO TMMC-OAT $20.00

FE
PA.

lamps should be placed four to 12
inches above the foliage. Lamps
placed at a greater height are
impractical, as they require much
higher wattages to be effective,
she says.

‘Consider using a timed lighting

The Ford 1110 and 1210

Whether you want a picture-perfect estate, a high yielding garden, or maybe
both a new Ford 1000 Series tractor is for you! There are over 50 implements
available to do most garden jobs you’ve got. And they’re so nimble and easy to
operate that tractor work is almost tractor fun!
• Six models -11.5 to 28.5PTO

horsepower
• Fuel efficient dieselpower
• 10or 12-speedtransmission
• Optional front-wheel drive

• Live hydraulics
• 540 rpm PTO
• Category 13-point hitch
• Check the features. Then stop by

and test one for-yourself
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FORD WINTER PROGRAMS
ARE UNBEATABLE

Rt 419 betweenSchaefferstown andCornwall,
Lebanon County, Lebanon, PA 17042

717-949-6501 OR TOLL-FREE 1-800-822-2152

device so plants won’t bevictims of filtering out needed sunlight,
occasional forgetfulness,” says Remove it by washing the foliage
Barton. “Sixteen hours of light a with a mild soap solution and
day is adequatefor most plants. rinsing thoroughly.”

“Make the most of natural and With healthy houseplants your
supplemental light by keeping winter doesn’t have to be all brown
houseplant foliage clean,” she and white-at least not indoors,
says. “Dust can settle on leaves,

REAL TRACTORS
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