
COLLEGE PARK, MD - The
average Maryland farmer is still
in goodfinancial shape, according
to an agricultural economist at the
UniversityofMaryland.

High land values give Maryland
farmers an advantage over their
counterparts elsewhere, says
economist Robert J. Reiter.
Therefore, he says generalizations
about the nation’s farm economy
do not hold true for all Maryland
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farmers.
Farmers around the country are

crying the financial blues because
reduced land values have
decreased their borrowing power
and increased their debt. But
rapidly expanding populations in
the Baltimore and Washington
metropolitan areaskeep Maryland
land values from following the
national trend, economists say.

Broilers and dairy producers

TO BETTER EQUIPMENT
Find Iff fit Lancaster Farming's

Classified Pages.

made up over half of the state’s
farm receipts last year and kept
Maryland farmers financially
sound, Belter says.

But, he adds, the key to their
good standing is the potential to
plant houses when all other crops
fail.

City expansion has forced many
farmers to decide whether to keep-
their land in production or develop
it into a residential or commercial
development. The big question is
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BEST BUY of the YEAR

• 6" Steel Main Beam
• 2” Vertical Tubing Dulled so that the 1” Horizontal tubing

extends Full Length of Wagon
• Front-Side and Rear Loading and Unloading
• 2xB Pressure Treated Lumber Floor
• 2x6 Oak Cross Beams
• Beds are 8’ wide, available in 16,18or 21' lengths.

Racks are 90" high.
• NEW FEATURE: 6" Channel across back for pushing wagon

without damaging bed.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CALL YOUR LOCAL DEALER:

LOST CREEK
IMPLEMENT

Oakland Mill, PA
717-463-2161

VALLEY IMPLEMENT
SALES

Harrisonburg, VA
707-434-9961

A.B.C. GROFF
NewHolland, PA

717-354-4731

WALTER G. COALE, INC.
Churchville, MD
301-734-7722

CHAMBERSBUR6 FARM
SUPPLY

Chambersburg, PA
717-264-3533

OXFORD GREENLINE,
INC.

Oxford, PA
215-932-2753

Model 1600C

Model 166-A

Model 162-A

Belt Feeder

MELROSE FARM
SERVICE

Greencastle, PA
717-597-3138

KELLER BROS.
Lebanon, PA

717-949-6501

NORTHEAST
DISTRIBUTING

West Clifford, Pa.
717-222-9020

Surface-Dri'

CARLISLE FARM
SERVICE

Carlisle, PA
77-243-4419

OUNKLE & GREIB
Mill Hall, PA

717-726-3115

Manufactured By

PAUL SHOVER’S, INC.
Loysville, PA

717-789-3117

CLW MANUFACTURING, INC.
R.D. #2, Box 8

Newburg, Pa. 17240
717-423-6794 IQi

-Average Maryland farmer in good shape financially
the effect of land value on receipts
and cost ofproduction, Belter says.

Many of those running into
financial problems have expanded
beyond their means, he adds. He
says buying land and machinery
without considering its impact on
the total farm investment is one of
the worst things a farmer can do.

“What is their marginal return
on the real estate and machinery in
terms of the total operation?”
Beiter asks. “You only get so much

Patz

more com or hay from that ad-
ditional acreage. What does that
increased cost do in terms of total
farm income?”

Adding land and machinery
beyond the level that production
supports is one of the biggest
reasons for farm debt,Beiter says.
The problem is management. The
economist says farmers should
pay more attention to their costs if
they plant to keep their farms
financially afloat.

Patz Builds Feeding Equipment
Rugged And Reliable...

Patz Blender/Mlxers
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automatic farm systems
608Evergreen Rd., Lebanon, PA 17042

(717) 274-5333
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