Protectionism’ could hurt U.S. farmers

ITHACA. NY — Congressional
efforts to pnotect U.S. industries
from foreizn competition could
packfire on American farmers,
particularly those in the Midwest,

two Cornell University
agricultural econoruists are
warning.

Kenneth L. Robinson and David
Blandford &, ree that major grain
and soybean importing countries
such as Japan, Korea, and Taiwan,
as well as the European Economic
Community, probably would
retaliate against strong U.S. trade
protectionist measures by im-
porting more agricultural products
from competing exporters, such as
Canada, Argentina, Australia, and
Brazil.

Robinson and Blandford are
members of the faculty of the New
York State College of Agriculture
and Life Sciences at Cornell.

“We would like to reduce our
trade deficit with Japan and other
countries,”” Robinson says.
“However, if other countries
retaliate against us, this could pose
amajor probl~m for our farmers.”

Countries such as Japan,
Taiwan, and Korea now account
for a substantial volume of
agricultural exports. Japan alone
is the biggest customer for U.S.
agricultural products.

When it convened for its fall
session this year, Congress faced
more than 500 bills dealing with
trade protection. Trade protection
measures that are being con-
sidered are varied; they include
the imposition of stiff import
tariffs or quotas, export subsidies,
and new health or labeling stan-
dards, among other measures. To
date, no strong protection
measures. have been enacted
because of opposition from the
White House.

Many people argue that
proposed protection measures
would give embattled American
industries a boost, Blandford
points out. Such measures,
however, could trigger foreign
retaliation, much like the ‘‘trade
wars’’ of the 1930s.

One of the principal targets of
the trade protectionist movement

is Japan, whose $37 billion trade
surplus with the U.S. in 1984 was
the largest among the U.S. trading
partners.

In 1984, for example, Japan
bought $6.8 billion worth of U.S.
agricultural goods, representing 18
percent of this nation’s
agricultural export market. A
boycott of U.S. agricultural
products by Japan alone would
have a major impact on American
farmers, Blandford says.

Both Blandford and Robinson
agree that the effectiveness of a
boycott of U.S. agricultural
products depends on the
availability of similar products
from other exporters.

“It depends on whether or not
adequate supplies are available
from competing grain exporting
countries, and I think there are,”
Robinson says.

If such a retaliation did take
place, farmers in regions such as
the Midwest and South would be
hurt the most, because these
regions produce the bulk of
American agricultural export
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products, such as grains,
soybeans, and cotton, Robinson
explains.

In regions such as the Northeast,
farmers would not be hit as hard
because only a small proportion of
their production is exported,
Robinson says. New York farmers,
for example, are major producers
of dairy products, vegetables, and
fruits.

‘“Agriculture in New York State
is less export-oriented, so it’s less
vulnerable to protectionist
measures than crops in the South
or Midwest,” Robinson notes.

U.S. grain is already being
displaced in the world market by
exports from other countries,
whose agricultural outputs are
increasing as they adopt modern
farming technologies.

“We’re losing our share of the
world grain markets,” Robinson
points out.

Sweet corn

HALL, NY. SeedWay'’s
Burgundy Delight sweet corn has
come out on top in European corn
borer resistance trials held at
Agriculture Canada Research
Station in Harrow, Ontario.

Dr. Robert McClanahan, an
entomologist there, tested over 60
varieties for three years.
Burgundy Delight averaged 496
completely clean ears per 500
harvested during this three year
period.
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For example, in 1979, U.S. grain
accounted for about 59 percent of
the world market. In 1982, that
market share dropped to 42 per-
cent, and is expected to drop below
40 percent in 1985-1986, according
to Robinson.

At the' same time, grain
production in other countries has
increased dramatically in recent
years.

“The European Economic
Community has more wheat than
they know what to do with,”
Robinson notes. ‘““As a result, they
are cutting prices on world
markets. And of course, the strong
U.S. dollar makes our com-
modities more expensive than
those from other countries.”

Both Blandford and Robinson
doubt that strong protectionist
measures in Congress will ever
appear on the law books, because
President Reagan has vowed to
veto them.

resists borers

Burgundy Delight ‘is a red
husked 73 day bi-color sweet corn.
Since it’s introduction, Burgundy
Delight has become a major
variety in the Northeast noted for
its eating quality and its European
corn borer resistance.

For further information on test
results and variety charac-
teristics, contact Pete Hall,
SEEDWAY, INC., Hall, NY 14463
or phone 716/526-6391.

BUY FROM YOUR FACTORY DIRECT DEALER ':";m
* & Deale
ROVENDALE SUPPLY 500 . l;?nngr’s Cg‘leesg Co-OQp Now Offers
Exit 31, Rt. I-80 to 180 (Old Rt. 147) MF | emiums For Extra Quality Milk. We
to Watsontown Exit (You Are There!) 38 o \\"f;\\ g&?: ghix; S;St'l%l;aélgt%ﬂmlflﬁ;cﬁuﬂ?
i 7 Ly % )
Butler, Jameswsy, Berg, Farmway, Fiberdoms, Big A Parts  Sat. 8-5 o 5 Makes The Best Quality Cheese. |
-538- - 1500 . .
Ph. 717-538-5521 or 742-7521 | Engune ldeal for 29 Skid Loader  $259500 With the use of analytical and compute. ‘. chnology, we will pay you J;
Toll Free PA 1-800-232-DALE re Slurry Spreader 4508y 720000 (based on the cheese and cream market) what a hundred pounds of your

milk will yield in cheese and cream. )
Farmer's Cheese Co-Op will be paying its farmers on a bi-monthly basis,
plus offering a group hospital insurance.

Qualiy Milk Costs More But Wo Think If's Worih It

If you want more for your milk -

CALL (412) 946-8729
Ask For Ron or Jack

Farmer’s Cheese
Co-Op Ass'n.

P.0. Box 198, New Wilmington, PA 16142 (412) 946-8729

e Linear Systems
e Water Drives .
e ValCom Energy Analysis

e Corner Systems
e Electric Center Pivots
e EZ-Tow Pivots

. ~ . S- % 14 U o - -4 \ K
: W/ 3 S q )
> , . -.'> /:t::-u E = 4 "\ ] N l
GG 3 \ '
. TN 2 ‘ =5
Complete Irmgation System Design, XS Al = - ‘ ;\ &
Sales, Parts & Service = LSS Ay @,‘ \,.
- - /i e W\ i 3 L" s ’\\‘ ’.
14 W- BI % . - ":"\
5\ / V2
O.A. = s anwi ] \;\\\‘\ R \/\7
i BN N 7 3',/\11/,’-\\'“’;;.'..‘.%/'/71_{/
AN, , 2GS
& SON CO. < ! /2 f = 2
4 oy I}',‘ ; A 2 o 1.
' '/I" ‘;J Q: ] @
7 7

o

R

B\
2.

=

VALLEY

Contact Hammonton, New Jersy Office
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From All The E;p;ployaas And nmgammf
Of M.H. By, Inc. Have A
Happy And Safe Holiday Season




