Asgrow explains tomato developments

KALAMAZOO, MI. -
Representatives of California’s
tomato processors and growers
were recently given a tour of
Asgrow Seed Company’s trial
planting of experimental hybrid
tomatoes at the company’s
Processing Tomato Field Day,
held at the company’s Pacific
Coast Breeding Station at San Juan
Bautista, California.

The group heard a report on
Asgrow’s development of methods

ticularly under adverse conditions,
from Mary Beth Vertovec, seed
coating project leader who also
coordinates trial plantings of
coated and vigorized seed.

Ms. Vertovek showed the tomato
growers and processors
greenhouse plantings of vigorized
and non-vigorized seeds, pointing
out the greater uniformity of
emergence and quicker
emergence of the treated and
coated seed. She said differences

ditions, such as low temperature.

“In February trial plantings,
there was as much as four days
difference between emergence
between the treated and non-
treated seed,” she said.

Dr. Jakob Vos, Asgrow’s
director of worldwide seed
production, told the group of the
company’s ongoing efforts and
procedures to assure that seed
produced by Asgrow is of the
highest quality possible in the
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pathological quality.

Mel Hansen, Asgrow sales
consultant specializing in
processing tomatoes, outlined
observations of this year's per-
formance of Asgrow Hybrids 896
and 898, which were introduced
last year, and have now undergone
their first year of commercial
growing.

Hybrid's 89%'s standing as an
early tomato, with maturity at 110
to 115 days has been well
established this year, Hansen said,
noting that it makes the hybrid a
good candidate for replantings as
well as first early plantings.

and that yields of 30 to 35 tons per
acre are common, Hansen said.
“The tomato has high solids for a
peeler class tomato, with readings
in the 5.0 to 5.5 range. Growers who
tried 896 this year also learned that
the fruit has good vine holding
capability.”

Hansen said Hybrid 896, which is
field tolerant to Verticillium wilt,
race 1; and Fusarium wilt, race 1,
should be planted in double rows on
good soil. ““The vine of Hybrid 896
is small, and does not have the
cover needed when planted in a
single row,”” he explains.

Hybrid 898 can be grown on a

to vigorize and coat seed to im-
prove its performance, par-

are even more evident when the

categories of genetic,
seed is planted under stress con-

physiological, physical and
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Growers and processors also

found that Hybrid 896 peels easily, wide range of soils, including

mineral, peat and soil with high
clay content, and can be grown in
all areas of California except,
perhaps, the desert areas, Hansen
told the audience.

““This hybrid can be grown in
either double or single rows, it has
an excellent root system,” he
continued.

Hybrid 898 matures in about 118-
120 days in California, Hansen
said. Yields ranged from 34 to 42
tons per acre in the major tomato
growing districts, he reported.
“Hybrid 898 typically has solids in
the 5.5-plus range. The hybrid also
has multiple disease resistance,
including resistance to race II of
Fusarium.” It has also demon-
strated good field holding
capacity, and growers found this
season that it has a very

manageable vine that often
requires no training to remain up
on the bed, he said.
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So next time the forecast calls for snow,
relax. It’ll blow over. With a little help from
Kubota.

_The storm will pass. And thankfully, so
will you with a Kubota snowblower.

We have snowblowers that attach to most LIQUID MANURE EQUIPMENT
Kubota diesel tractors, and they are a cinch ® A Plllﬂﬁ For EVOI)’ Need
to operate. They clear snow from driveways,
roads or parking lots. Break up and clear MAXI'PUMP
heavy drifts. And the large diameter chutes

give you excellent control of casting
distance.

Nothing like it on earth:

See The Full Line Of KUBOTA Tractors At Your Participating Dealer

HONESD‘LE REYNOLDSVILLE
PENNSYLVANIA araiul Machinery, nc. McGarvey Equipment, Inc. NEW JERSEY
AVONDALE _ 717/729-7117 814/653-9637 ELMER
Thomas Power Equipment WELLSBORO Roork’s Farm Supply, Inc.
BIGLERVILLE Laspina Equipment 717/724-2839 To Move Large Volumes Of
0.C. Rics, Inc. 412/564-5147 Material With Low Horsepower.
717/677-8135 WEST CHESTER FLEMINGTON Can Be Used As Lagoon Pump
LEBANON glglsvg’;!’z’l;go& Sons, Inc.  Poniatowski Bros., Equip. Co. With Limited Bedding. Works
BLOOMSBURG Keller Bros. Tractor Co. 201/782-3514 Excellently As A Side-Mounted
Tractor Parts Co. 717/949-6501 MARYLAND Pump In Above Ground Storages.
717/784-0250 — Prices Start At $1,830 w/PTO
RISING SUN HAINESPORT CALL OR WRITE TODAY:

DALLAS

Penn State Seed Co.
717/675-8585

PA: 1-800/847-7333

AG-IND Equipment Co., Inc.
301/658-5568 or 398-6132

CHESTERTOWN
W.N. Cooper & Son, Inc.
301/778-3464

HAGERSTOWN
Arnett’s Garage
301/733-0515

LITITZ
Keller Bros. Tractor Co.
717/626-2121

Material Handling Systems
609/267-6100 .

HAMMONTON
Rodio Tractor Sales, Inc.
609/561-0141

DOVER
Straley Farm Supply inc.
717/292-4443 or 292-2631

NEW PARK
M & R Equipment, Inc.
717/993-2511

MANURE MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS
3053 Barren Rd Oxford, PA 19363

(800)222-2948 (301)398-2948




