NEWARK, Del. — Many
Delmarva soils are sandy with
very low moisture-holding
capacity, so successful crop
production depends on frequent
rainfall or irrigation. For area
farmers, irrigation is often a form
of yield insurance.

Delaware irrigated crop acreage
has more than doubled since 1974,
will most new sprinkler systems
being installed for field corn. Since
many farmers use a corn/soybean
rotation, some with center pivot
systems or traveling guns have
begun irrigating their soybeans as
well. Until recently producers
lacked information on how much
water to apply, and when, what
soybean varieties respond best to
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Research provides guidelines

for Delmarva soybean irrigation

irrigation, and what yields to
expect.

Research has shown that water
is often the primary factor limiting
soybean yield and that plants are
most sensitive to drought during
reproductive development~-parti-
cularly pod fill. It is also known
that irrigating soybeans too soon in
their development can reduce
rather than increase yields by
promoting early vegetative growth
which induces lodging.

To determine the effects of
irrigation on soybeans produced on
Delmarva, Dr. William F. Ritter,
an engineer specializing in soil and
water interactions at the
University of Delaware
Agricultural Experiment Station,
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conducted a long-term study of
yields and evapotranspiration
rates (total moisture loss from soil
by evaporation and plant tran-
spiration) for both irrigated and
nonirrigated full-season soybeans.

Plants were grown for four years
on a sandy loam soil at the
university’s Georgetown sub-
station, and for one year on a silt
loam at the Newark research
farm. Ritter measured rainfall and
irrigation water application rates
at both sites at regular intervals
from planting to maturity. Some
plots were irrigated over the entire
growing season; others received
water only from flowering to
maturity. Some received no
irrigation water at all.
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Ritter found a significant dif-
ference in yield between irrigated
and nonirrigated treatments all

four years at Georgetown and for
the one year at Newark. In only
(Turn to Page 6)

SCS repairs

flood-damaged streams

LANCASTER — One-half million
dollars has been approved by the
USDA Soil Conservation Service
(SCS) to restore streams damaged
by Hurricane Gloria in Luzerne,
Lackawanna, and Wayne Counties.

According to John Mank,
assistant state conservationist,
SCS will be clearing debris and
other blockages in stream chan-
nels and stabilizing eroded
streambanks as authorized under
section 216 of the 1950 Flood
Control Act. The law permits the
restoration of the stream to a
stable pre-flood condition.

SCS emergency teams are
looking at damaged sites in the
three counties. ‘“We've looked at
over 100 sites in Lackawanna
Connty alone,” declared Mank.
“‘However, we are beginning to
award contracts for the restoration
work.”

Emergency headquarters for
SCS has been established at the
SCS office in Clarks Summit,
Lackawanna County. Damage
evaluation teams, engineers, and
contracting specialists will work
out of the Clarks Summit office
until the cleanup and stabilization
is completed.

Mank noted that the damage to
streame accurred on the smaller
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tributaries. He added that the work
would be on streamns such as
Roaring Brook and Wildcat Creek,
Lackawanna County, and Mill
Creek, Luzerne County. “It is
streams of this size and smaller
where the damage occurred and
where we will be working,” said
Mank.

UngeEr e rules of tion 216
Streamn Restoration Work, SCS
assesses damage, plans the
restoration work, awards con-
tracts, and pays and supervises the
fieldwork. Landowners must agree
to have the work done on their
property. Local government s
responsible for contacting lan-
downers and obtaining permission
for the work. All of the work will be
completed within two months of
the storm.

“Every effort will be made to
protect the environment during the
construction period,” said Mank.
“Work will be conducted from the
streambank wherever possible;
however, it is necessary to work in
the channel to remove debris and
blockages. The contractors will be
working under rigid guidelines to
minimize pollution and
sedimentation, and SCS will see
that they are followed," promised
Mank.

...Check Badger’s Price Against The Lesser Quality Brands

TOP OF THE LINE DURA FORGED CHAIN WITH HEAT TREATED
STEEL FORGINGS, LARGE DIAMETER PINS, 1%" WIDE FLAT
BARS, AND REPLACEABLE PADDLES AND WEAR HEELS.

BRAD-TRO EQUIP. CO.
RD 2, Box 401
Troy. PA 16947
PH (717)297-4246
JOHN BROWN
RD 1Box9
Forksville PA 18616
PH (717)924-3492

FANCY FURROW FARMS
AG EQUIP., INC.
RD 1 Uhler Rd
Easton, PA 18042
PH (215)252 8828

C. PAUL FORD & SON
RT1
Everett, PA 15537
PH (814)652 2051

HETRICK FARM SUPPLY
Rt 1

New Bethlehem, PA 16242
PH (814) 275 3507

. Honesdale PA 18431
PH (717)253 2410

VAN AKEN DAIRY SUPPLIES

HOCH'S REPAIR CENTER
P O Box 16-E Market St
Berrysburg, PA 17005
PH (717) 362-8252

HONESDALE SPREADING

SERVICE INC.
505 Chiff St

RD2

Columbus NJ 08022

MILLER EQUIPMENT INC.
RD #7 Box 256A
Greensburg PA 15601
PH (412) 539 8966

MELYIN 6. MILLER
RT 2

Spring Mills PA 16875
PH (814)422:8279

RT 2
Oley, PA 19547

573 Wiliow Rd

PIKEVILLE EQUIPMENT INC.

SHOW EASE STALL Co.

UMONTOWN FARM EQUIPMENT CO.

PO Box 1030Rt 119
Uniontown, PA 15401
PH (412)437 9851

PH (215)987-6277

WILLIAMS FARM SYSTEMS
RD 1 Box 324
Linden PA 17744
PH (717)322 6164

Lancaster PA 17601
PH (717)299 2536

PH (609) 298 3344

KUTTON FARM EQUIPMENT
¢/o Joe Hutton
Mahaffey, PA 15757
PH (814)277-5504

RALPH KETTERER
Deep Run Box 98 Rt 1
Perkasie PA 18944
PH (215) 766-8531

P O Box 99, 74 Grow Ave
Montrose PA 18801
PH (717)278 3845

THEODORE MONTROSS
RD 3

Dallas, PA 18612
PH (717)333-4147

MONTROSE TRACTOR SALES C0.

SWOPE & BASHORE, INC.
RD1,Box173
Myerstown PA 17067

PH (717)933 4138

TROY MOTORS €0.
Troy, PA 16947
PH (717)297 3674

WOLFE'S BADGER SALES
RD 1 Box 420
Milton PA 17847
PH (717)524 0931

LEOMARD WORK
RD #3
Brookville, PA 15825
PH (814)849 3361

CECIL DAIRY SERVICE
RD 1Rt 274
> Mi South Rising Sun MD
21911
PH (301)658 6923

BUDLEY CHANCE & SON
RT1

Galena MD 21635

PH (301)928 3834

HEFLIN SALES & SERVICE
12312 Oak Hill Rd
Woodsbor o, MD 21798
PH (301)898-3233

C & C FARMERS SUPPLY
RD 8 Box 23A.
Harnisonburg, VA 22801
PH (703) 433 8582




