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AND OTHER OPINIONS

Editor, Lancaster Fanning:
Jerry Webb’s article in Lan-

caster ‘Farming Oct. 12, 1985
needed some important in-
formation that was not included in

his farmland- food- people study.
The following added statistics will
give a better perspective of the
situation:

• According to the U.S. Dept, of
Agriculture, one million acres of
prime farmland are lost eachyear
to an irreversible process called
development. This is equivalent to
a strip of land one-half mile wide
stretching from New York to
California.

• Another strip of land (two
million acres per year) consisting
of marginal farmland and land
that has steeper slopes, rocks, poor
drainage, needs irrigation, etc. is
lost to urbanizationeveryyear.

• Every day the U.S. population
increases by 5,000 people. To feed
them, approximately 10,000 acres
of new farmland should be added

OURREADERS WRITE,

to the U.S. every day.
• For every new development in

agriculture that increases food
production per acre, there is
something negative to counter that
efficiency. Development on prime
farmland and soil erosion are the
two main destructive forces.
Others are high salinity on
irrigated land, aquafer dry-up in
the high plains area, irrigation
becoming too expensive, plant and
animal diseases that don’trespond
to treatment, drought conditions,
floods, commercial fertilizers
becoming too expensive, acid rain
and air pollution. The list appears
endless.

• The new land brought into
fanning is basically marginal land
which is susceptible to many
problems and doesn’t come close
to replacing the prime farmland
acreage lost to development.

Reuben W. Weaver, 111
Ephrata, PA

2008 Horseshoe Rd.
Lancaster, PA 17601

717/299-3721

Hoven't You Done Without A
VAN DALE Unloader

Long Enough?

You’ve gottrouble! enough without
putting up with equipment thatwon’t
perform. Especially feeding equipment
that youuse every day in the year
Theanswer: Tradenow for a VAN DALE
Save your motor,cable, which, tripod.Renew
the heart of your system by tradingnowfor a new VAN DALE
unloader the unloader that keeps going year 'round, helps keep
youranimals fed on schedule, helpskeep you from climbing silo
in below zero weather

DON'TDELAY]
CALL TODAY

| If

Slinger 4500

LANCASTER SILO CO.

Barn Cleaner Chain

VAN DALE

PFA urges review of tax notices
HARRISBURG - “The

Philadelphia Office of the Internal
Revenue Service is generating an
excessive number of unwarranted
notices of tax deficiencies which
are totally invalid,” according to a
statement made here today by
Donald Hummel, Director of
Training of the PFA Farm
5 anagement Services, which
prepared more than 8,000 tax
returns this year.

“Most of these (IRS) notices are
the result of programming errors
orkeypunch errors,” Hummel said
at a hearing in the Capitol Annex
Building. The public meeting was
called by U.S. Senators, H. John
Heinz and Arlen Specter, to
examine the operation "of the
Philadelphia IRS office.

processing problems at
Philadelphia, taxpayers are being
dunned for taxes they’ve already
paid; liens are being placed on
their property; bank accounts are
being attached; other property is
being seized; returns have been
lost; refunds have been delayed
and on the other hand refunds have
been made wherenone are due.

“About eight years ago we had
similar problems of unwarranted
notices from the Philadelphia
office of IRS,” Hummel recalled.
“At that time the district director
established a phone number and a
contact person for us. This helped
get to the bottom of the problem.
That phone number and person is
no longer there.” He encourageda
similar contact system should be
established by IRS to resolve the
problems relating to the most
recent rash of complaints.

“We have 40 financial advisors
around the state who have in-
vestigated more than 500 such
notices and none of the notices
from IRS were correct,” Hummel
said.

Hummel said the most common
errors being experienced by
farmers are: underpayment of
estimated tax, carry forward of
investment credit, carry forward
of net operating loss, credit for co-
op investment credit, Social
Security underpayment and
payroll deposits.

“We have advised our farmer
clients not to automatically pay
any bill generated by IRS,”
Hummel said. “Every notice
should be checked first by a tax
professional.

“Because of the horrendous

ATTENTION TOBACCO FARMERS
OFFERING A FAIRER AND MORE COMPETITIVE WAY

TO MARKET YOUR TOBACCO
Give us your support and make Benefits exist for both buyer
the auction system work. What and seller. Did you ever have an
you are offered at home for your opportunity tosee several
tobacco, you will be offered the buyers in a tobacco auction
same or more at the auction. barn?

Please Watch The Newspapers
FOR DATES & TIMES OF UPCOMING

INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETINGS.
AND ATTEND!

Wed., Oct. 30,7:30 p.m. Litltz Rec. Center
Mon., Nov. 4, 7:30 p.m. Bart Fire Hall
Wed., Nov. 6,. 7:30 p.m. Washington Boro Fire Hall

„ir PROBCT GENERAL MANAGEREnjC rROBbT 717.7g8.7i00

Total Mixed Rations with the new

©RBIT-MIXER
FEATURES:
• A stainless steelbarrel

for longer life
• Increased capacity with

high volume scoops

• Non-stop discharge for
quicker operation

• Flow control and twin
hopper lids for operator
convenience

VAN PALE '

BEFORE YOU BUY
CHECK OUR PRICE

Check Your
Goosonock Unloodor

Cable Whllo Silo

Lancaster BELT FEEDER AND ' NEW" Lancaster CONVEYOR
Modern dairy and beet feedlots can be automated with the use
of bunk feeders using belt feeder units Corn silage haylage
high moisture corn and other feed material can be distributed
quietly evenly and with no separation A traveling plow unit
places the feed directly to the center of the bunk trough
Simple operation and very low horsepower requirements make
this Lancaster belt feeder popular with dairy and beef oper
ators Rubber belt and wooden trough design keeps silage
from contacting or corroding metal

Check With Us
For Your Used
Unloaders. We
Have Several
Brands And

Types In Stock
From

Ow dim that heaps rol King when others quit!

10’ Thru 20’
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BERG BARN CLEANERS

NEW AND USED
UNITS AVAILABLE

•Strong
• Dependable

"GATES"
STRONG-LIGHTWEIGH

1 5/8" Tubing Painted


