
WASHINGTON - The out-
pouring of U.S. food aid to drought-
stricken African countrieshaskept
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture busy testing an
unusually large volume of com-
modities to be shipped overseas as
famine relief.

processed commodities to more
than 75 countries in the first six
months of this fiscal year in-
creased 65 percent over the same
period last year - from 2.60 billion
pounds in the first half of fiscal
1984 to 4.29 billion pounds in the
first half of 1985, according to
estimates from USDA’s
Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Service.

days per week. When the Beltsville
lab that does the testing is hard
pressed, it diverts its overflow
workload to a commercial lab in
Omaha, Neb.,” Marshall said.

The Agency is required by lawto
inspect and weigh most export raw
grains, and provides inspection of
processed commodities on request.
Government food aid contracts
usually require inspection of
processed commodities, Marshall
said.

USDA’s Federal Grain In-
spection Service tested 4.55 billion
pounds of commodity grants for
famine relief aid under the P.L. 480
program in the first six months of
fiscal 1985 that ended in March
nearly the total tested and
delivered in the entire previous
year.

“The Federal Grain Inspection
Service is making sure that
shipments of wheat, sorghum,
com, and processed commodities
to African countries hard-hit by
severe drought and food shortages
meet government specifications
for quality, safety,
wholesomeness, identity, and
nutritional enrichment,” said John
Marshall, field management
director for the Agency.

“The agency contracts with
part-time samplers to collect
processed commodity samples.
These samplers have stepped up
their work schedules from the
usual two days per week to three

The agency also inspects
processed commodities for P.L.
480 concessional. sales, defense
contracts, school lunch and infant
feeding programs, and com-
mercial businesses.

“The Department of Agirculture
is proud to have a part in our
country’s response to the African
food crisis,” said Secretary of
Agriculture John R. Block.
“Thanks to the productive talent of
our farmers and the dedicationand
hard work of our USDA employees,
we are able to translate the
generosity of the American spirit
intothe reality of sacks of grain.”

Shipments of raw grains and

U.S’. food aid this year is goingto
20 African countries that the Food
and Agriculture Organization has
identified as most seriously af-
fected by the drought. U.S. aid
shipments to five of the hardest hit
of these countries will include
234,351 metric tons of bulgur (a
form of crushed wheat) and 34,883
metric tons of soy-fortified
sorghum grits to Ethiopia; 3,618
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African aid keeps USDA’s food inspection team busy
metric tons of com soya meal to
Kenya; 34,905 metric tons of rice
and 678 metric tons of peas to
Mozambique; 2,240 metric tons of
nonfat diy milk to Niger; and
94,430 metric tons of wheat flour
and 3,813 metric tons of vegetable
oil to Sudan. U.S. aid to these
countries will also include ship-
mentsof raw grains.

The Agency inspects other
processed commodities going to
drought-stricken African coun-
tries, including com- soya- milk
products, soy-fortified flours, soy
flour, commeal, soya products and
oils, nonfat dried milk, beans,
peas, and lentils. Agency field
offices at Omaha; Wichita; Por-
tland; Kansas City; Plainview,
Texas; Philadelphia; and Peoria,
Illinois, handle the largest number
of requests for inspection of
processed commodities.

“All testing is done in ac-
cordance with the official methods
of the Association of Official
Agricultural Chemists, American
Association of Cereal Chemists,
and American Oil Chemists
Society,” says Hank Ikeda,
Beltsville FGIS Processed Com-
modity Testing Laboratory section
head.

“Each inspection includes a
senes of physical and chemical

HONESDALE A Christmas
tree shearing meeting will be
conducted at 2 p.m. Wednesday,
June 12, at the Hinkley Xmas Tree
Farm in Dyberry.

Topics at the demonstration will
include; pruning of spruce, pine,
and fir; weed control; and fer-
tilization.

Speakers will include Paul
Shealer, Carbon County
Agricultural Extension Agent and
Tom Callahan, Wayne
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tests - including tests for protein,
moisture, ash, fat, crudefiber, pH,
alpha amylase, and other factors.
Some contracts require that flour
show good baking performance
and meet other specifications,”
said Ikeda.

Products may be analyzed for
total microbial count of organisms
such as salmonella and
staphylococcus and for insect
fragments that would make them
unsanitary. The lab can determine
content of some vitamins and
minerals such as calcium and iron.
During 1984 the Agency tested raw
grain and processed commodity
samples for the pesticide residues
ethylene dibromide, carbon tetra-
chloride andmethyl bromide.

resting takes approximately 48
hours. Results are phoned to the
originating office for certification.
Products that do not meet contract
specifications may be discounted
or rejected by the buyer.

Because of the large volume of
aid shipments, processed com-
modity inspections made by the
Federal Grain Inspection Service
over the 6-month fiscal period
ending March 31, and increased
from 12,009 in fiscal 1984to 15,283m
fiscal 1985. Total processed
commodity inspections in fiscfal
1984 were 22,051.

Christmas tree shearing meeting
Agricultural County Agent.

The Hinkley Farm is located
approximately seven miles north
of Honesdale. Travel north five
miles on Rt. 191 and turn left at
Dyberry Sand and Gravel. Drive
one mile to first crossroads about
one mile from the intersection.
Look for signs onthe left.

For more information contact
Wayne County Extension Office at
253-5970 Ext. 114.
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INSTALLATION, SERVICE
FOR CATTLE, HOG,

POULTRY AND GRAIN

CHORE-TIME fIMWW*
hopper bins for feed storage

The Quality Is The Same... The Prices Are Lower!
CHECK THESEFEATURES:

BIN LID has 24-inch diameter, is form-
ed from one piece of steel for max-
imum rigidity and waip-resistance
to keep it weatherproof. Big 22%-inch
opening means less feed waste.

• TO HELP YOU get the long life and
full depreciation you want from your
investment, all metal parts are fully
galvanized for maximum rust re-
sistance.

• BIN LEGS are formed from heavy, all
galvanized steel to make a girder-like

• CHORE-TIME’S FULL ONE-YEAR
warranty (we’ll provide a copy on re-
quest) against any product defect is
another valuable feature you get with
every Chore-Time bin.

structure with 6 separate bends or
“breaks”. Formed leg gives superior
fit, finish, and durability over that pro-
vided by other types.

• CHORE-TIME OFFERS your choice
of 16- or 25-inch diameter hopper open-
ings for greater versatility in applica-
tion.

• ALL BIN SEAMS are double caulked
with non-hardening sealer for max-
imum weather protection.

SIZES AVAILABLE FROM
2.9 TON to 52 TON - 6’ T & 9’ DIAMETER

Authorized Chore-Time Distributor

AGRI' EQUIPMENT,me.
RD 4, East FarmersvilleRd., Ephrata, PA 17522

(Lancaster County)
(717) 354-6520

STORE HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 to 4:30

Sat. 7:30 to 11:30
(Parts Only)


