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NEWARK, DE. — The
Delaware Cooperative
Extension Service has
published an eight-page

booklet, ‘‘Ridge
Planting: A
Modification of No-
Tillage.”’ The

publication was written
by University of
Delaware research
associate Cheryl
Stevens, professor
emeritus Dr. William H.
Mitchell, and extension
assistant Bob
Umatowski.

No-tillage has been
widely adopted by mid-
Atlantic farmers--so
widely, in fact, that

Delaware and Maryland
now rank first and
second in the U.S. m
percent of no-tillage
cropland. There are
many advantages to this
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Ridge planting

cropping system.
Besides saving time and
energy, it helps con-
serve soil moisture and
increases yields, im-
proves soil by adding
organic matter, and
reduces wind and water
erosion.

No-tillage also has 1ts
drawbacks, however, It
makes soll wetter and
colder, sometimes
delaying planting under
even the best field

- conditions.

Over a three-year
period Mitchell and his
colleagues at the
Umniversity of Delaware
Agricultural Ex-
periment Station tested
a corn-soybean
production system
which combines the
advantages of no-tillage
with those of strip
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tillage and ridging.
When refined, they say
it could 1nvolve
thousands of additional
acres of cropland mn
conservation tillage as
well as increase the
productivity of land
already no-till farmed.,
The booklet tells how
tests were conducted
and describes the
results. Among other
things, the scientists
concluded that:

* Row placement 1s
important when no-
tillage corn follows
soybeans.

* On-row planting
reduces soll com-
paction, with or without
ridging.

* On-row placement
favors uptake of major
crop nutrients.

* Ridging helps
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compensate for the
effects of mulch on soil
temperature.

* Planter fertilizer is
an important part of the
ridging system.

* Cover crops are
umportant in protecting
ridges from wimnd and
water erosion during
winter months.

This research project
was designed to
determine how ridge
planting, a popular
cultural practice in
other parts of the
country, might be
adopted by Delaware
farmers. It provided
valuable information on
soil ridging as a
modification of no-
tillage, corn response to
on-row planting, and
increased yields from
use of planter fertihzer
In  conjunction with
other production
practices.

Based on results to
date, the authors say
ridging does not appear
to have much potential
for boosting Delmarva
no-till corn yields on
well-drained to
droughty soils.
However, 1t could be
effective on soils
presently unsuitable for
no-tillage due to ex-

cessive moisture.

Free copies of the
booklet are available to
Delaware residents
from county extension
offices. Out-of-state
residents can get a copy
for $1 by writing: Mail
Room, Townsend Hall,
University of Delaware,
Newark, DE 19717-1303.
Make checks payable to
the University of
Delaware.

MAILBOX MARKET

For Sale - JD 40 manure
reader witop beater
nion Co 717-922-1851

For Sale - 242 new and

some filled once or twice

tomato baskets wiwooden
bottoms. 90 cents each

Berks Co. 215-944-0370.

For Sale - Int. 440 baler
wihydraulic thrower, used
very little. Berks Co. 215-
944-9276.

For Sale - 10-15 ton of ear
corn. $85/ton at the farm.
Chester Co. 215-286-
5403.

For Sale - 35 HP rear
blade, almost new, $140;
Jamesway litter carrier
w/100 track. Chester Co.
215-495-7927 after 6 PM.

For Sale - Farm hand
wagon, $500; also orchard
fenders and shields for
6806 Deutz, best offer.
Berks 215-944-8380.

For Sale - 3 used window
air conditioners, 5000,
7000, and 9000 BTU,
$50/pc., 110 voit. Berks
Co. 215.944-0773
mornings.

Wanted - Bee swarms in
Lanc. Co. 717-464-4114
Lanc. Co.

For Sale - Custom buiit 8’
Morrison utility body, full
enclosure, no glass, step
bamber. Many extras.
717-689-2158 8 PM.

For Sale Sunflower
sailboat, lite weight, ideal
tor farm pond, $150. York
Co. 717-235-4075.
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Subscription Service
o CHANGE OF ADDRESS?

Please give us 3 weeks advance notice. Attach
label from current paper and attach n space fpro-
vided. write in your new address below. Changes
will be made as close to requested date as possible

o Entering a NEW Subscription?

Check the proper box and fill in your name and
address. Attach your check, $7.50 per year or
$13.00 for two years in PA, MD, DE, NJ, NY, VA
and WV. (All other areas - $14.00 per year, $24.00
for two years.) Payment must accompany order
Allow three weeks for delivery.

* RENEWALS

To insure proper credit on all renewals please at-
tach your maihing label from current paper to space
provided and check the proper box below

No refunds

When writing us about your
subscription please attach your
Lancaster Farming mailing label
here and mail the whole form to:

LANCASTER FARMING,
P.O. Box 366, Lititz, Pa. 17543
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PLEASE SEND LANCASTER FARIVIING:
(Check one)

'$ 7.50-1YEAR
 $13.00-2 YEARS

1.$14.00-1 YEAR
| $24.00-2 YEARS

 /NEW SUBSCRIPTION
- CHANGE OF ADDRESS
L:RENEWAL

ENCLOSED ISA

CHECK _CASH | MONEY ORDER
(Please su(p;:ley alsn:O;III:tt)mn intull.)
NAME
ADDRESS BOX
ciTy COUNTY_____
STATE ZIPCODE _______
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