On being
a farm wife

- And other

hazards

Joyce Bupp

Hooray for the members of the
most recent space shuttle crew. I'd
like to recommend that they be
made honorary farmers.

Consider this: A muth-million
dollar communications satellite 1s
launched. In spite of the most up-

to-date technology, engineering
and computerism, the equpment
refuses to operate. Astronauts ng
together a make-shift swatter
device, fashioned of plastic
notebook covers, to attempt to flip
a switch believed to be the culprit.

While it didn’t do the trick, and
the problem proved more Complex,
give ‘em a hand for creativity
under duress. Like farmers, they
tried to make a repair with simpie
things at hand.

What they probably should have
had was a length or two of baling
twine.

Farms today, by necessity, are
often worth (on paper) upwards of
a mllhon dollars—and probably
mortgaged for just about that.
Still, in spite of push button
planting, computerized feeding
and digital-read-out seeding, most-
1 suspect-are basically held
together by one of the greatest and
unrecognized resources of rural
America.

Used baling twine.

It’s handy, cheap, recyclable,
biodegradable, versatile, and
pollution free, a magical answer to
everyday farm fix-1t problems.

The door on the heifer pen that -

Coal Gun Can Heat

Your Commercial Building for

50% LESS

Than Oil, Gas, or Electric!

ESHLAND

...And furnish your Hot Water as well.

The Economics are simple  In most apphcahons the
Eshtand Coal Gun witl pay for itself within 12 18 months!
The *echnology 1s here  Coal Gun Auto Stoker Bailers use
clean burning Anthracite Coal and operate well within
Clean Ayr standards These fully automatic units are selt
loading and need only occasional tending to remove
expended ash Sizesrange from 130 000 BTU *r to 1 500 000
BTU hr and can be used in tandem for farger applications
Availabte in Steam or Hydronic

Maodel BTU/hr Area Capabiity
5130 130 000 4000Sq Ft°
S260 260 000 80005q Ft*
$500 | 500000 150005 Ft° |
S1000 | 1000000 300005q F1*
S1500 | 1500000 | 450005q F1°

* Depending on buiiding construction use and insulation |
Coat Gun usersinclude Gresnhouses Warshouses
Apsrtment Buiidings Retail Stores Garages etc

FSHLAND ENTERPRISESINC haldsan ASME (ertificdte ! Autho
zation for Code Construction of Heating Boilers
See your ESHLAND dealer today

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SYSTEMS

Allen Lawver
504 E. Main St., New Holland, PA 17557

PH:717-354-0412
FREE HEATING SURVEY & ESTIMATE

needs propped to facilitate air flow
on a hot day? Tie it back with
baling twine. Same goes for the
windows at the end of the old bank
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® Low Center of Gravity for High Stability
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® Front Mount
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® 48 Snowblower
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Frame with Power Steering
ed Accessaries for Greater Control & Visibility
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e Lawn Vaccum

® 48 Tiller ¢ Rotary Broom
® 3 Point Lift ® Utibty Trailer
SPECIAL
USED MODEL S18 STEINER TRACTOR

w/60’’ Mower, 3 Pt. Hitch

Ridomil
in the soil

WES STAUFFER ENGINES & EQUIP.

Ephrata Exit New Rt. 222, 2 Mile West
On Rt. 322, Turn left onto Pleasant Valley Rd

RD 3, Ephrata, PA 17522
(71 7)738-4215
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barn.

A new calf in the calf barn oc-
casionally escaped through the pen
front, taking a nose dive out
through the feed and water access
opening, and heads off ad-
venturing. I've seen calves do that
three or four times in five minutes.

Baling twine, strung horizontally
across the opening for a couple of
hours until Jumor settles down,
makes for a safe, and secure,
temporary door closure.

Fastening gates is big baling
twine business. This proves
especially true on gates frequently
moved from here to there, or
devoid of permanent hinges
because no one ever got around to
installing them-—since the twine
does the trick.

When a cow slips her metal
necklace for stall tying, a length of
baler twine easily suffices.
Probably warmer in the wnter,
too, though perhaps less stylish.

Just a cut above the mundane
everyday uses are the intricate
works of baling twine art woven
hereabouts by a certain individual.
These macrame-designs are
divised at those unhandy gaps
between fences or gates, where a
more slippery-than-usual heifer
can manage to sneak out.

Spiders have been known to
crawl out from the barn walls, to
gaze 1n awe and envy at some of

these majestic web-like baling
twine masterpieces.

Elsewhere, the twine 1s tapped
for such backyard uses as tying up
newspapers and tomato plants,
marking a row of onions, hanging
baskets for the back porch, even
snitched by resident barn birds for
feathering their nests.

A certain offspring with hunter
tendenctes used to tie baling twine
to cardboard boxes, prop the boxes
at an angle, and put ‘‘bait’’ under
the catching for cats, while he
yanked the long twine from a
hiding place 1n the distance. The
cats, for the most part, lined up for
the chance to get ‘‘caught” and
snag a tasty bite of the bait of the
day.

For far too long, the baling twine
farm resource has gone unheeded
and unappreciated. It's high time

that census officials, farm
financial analyses, balance sheets,
and cash flow statements

recognize the inherent worth of
those stacks of dusty, curled up
twine remnants.

In the interest of future national
space security,and potential
needss of our astronauts, I'm
considering shipping a donation of
used twine to NASA.

What worries me, though, 1s that
IRS mught then wake up to its
value, and figure out how to slap
some tax on it.

Search begins for Lycoming Co. Princess

MUNCY - All single young
women who are between the ages
of 16 and 22 and from a dairy farm
background are eligible to com-
pete for the title of 1985 Lycoming
Dairy Princess.

The winner of the Datry Princess
pageant, to be held June 21, 1985 at
7:30 p.m. 1n the Lycomng Mall,
Muncy, will be ehgible to vie, at
the state level, for the title of
Pennsylvanmia Dairy Princess.

Twenty-seven state princesses
and hundreds of county princesses
have served as spokespersons for
the dairy industry in Penn-
sylvama. They appear in shopping
malls, fairs, supermarkets and on
radio and television to educate
consumers about the dairy far-
mers product.

Any single woman who has
completed her junior year in high
school, 1s not over 22 years of age,

never married and whose parents
or guardians are engaged in far-
ming, or 1If the young lady 1s the
owner of at least one dairy amumal
15 eligible to compete for the title.

The winner of the Pennsylvania
Dairy Princess Pageant receives a
$500 cash award. The first and
second runner-up will recetve a
$300 and $200 cash award
respectively. The state title 1s
honorary and there would be no
interruption of school or regular
employment plans. The state
pageant 1s coordinated through the
Pennsylvama Dairy Promotion
Services, Inc.

Young women interested in
entering the Lycoming County
Dairy Princess Pageant in June
should contact J. David Jarrett,
R.D.1, Linden, Pa. or Mrs. Helen
Barto, R.D.1, Montgomery, Pa., by
May 15, 1985.
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TUBULAR STEEL GATES

When you look at the facts...
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THE SILAGE INOCULANT

THAT BEATS

THE OTHERS COLD!

« Speeds fermentation.

For More Effective Control

Ridomit controls blue mold and black
shank in your tobacco But for Ridomil to
doits best work 1t should be appliedto
the soll before transplanting

Ridomil destroys diseases present in the
soil Then it 1s absorbed by the roots and
moved systemically throughout the plant
10 protect your tobacco as i1t grows

For the best two-way action against blue
mold and black shank follow your label
directions — use Ridomil in the soil

RS toade mosek 0f Citg Gae 19y tor metalaryl

P.L. ROHRER & BRO., INC.

SMOKETOWN, PA

PH: 717-299-2571

« Extends bunk life during feedout.

» Increases feed intake through
improved palatability.

 Ninety percent or more dry matter
retention in treated silage.

1.D. horizontal tubes

Seven 1-5/8"
spaced closer at the bottom for a pig tight
gate. 50" high with adjustable clamp
style hinges. All hardware needed for a
complete installation is included. Painted

finish. » Increased milk production, higher
milk persistency, and enhanced
4'Length *36.95* 12'Length *45.95 milk protein content.
6'Length  *39.95* 14'Length *52.75* CALL
8'Length *41.45* 16'Length *55.50* A YSSXL";:%‘,?PN SILO
10’ Length *43.95* * Plus Sales Tax )
KEY-AID DISTRIBUTORS

(Formerly Zimmerman s Ammal Heaith Supply)
RD #3 Box 141Lutitz Pa 17543

MADISON SILO CO. OF PENNSYLVANIA

717-738-4241 1070 Steinmetz Rd., Ephrata, Pa. 17522 Phone 717-733-1206
3 mile west of Ephrata, v mile south of Rt 322 For More Information Call Toll Free 1-800-356-9393 v,
along Wood Corner Road ’ //t
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