
NEWARK, DE - If the 1985
farm bill follows the route to
passage of the last one four years
ago, farmers and others who want
to communicate their views to the
Congress about proposed farm
policy shouldwait no longer.

“The 1981 farm bill wasn’t
passed until December, but
Congress had virtually set its
limits months before by budget
reconciliation measures,” says
University of Delaware extension
farm policy specialist Gerald
Vaughn. “The same procedures, if
usedagain, could largely shape the
1985farm bill as early as May.”

In 1974 Congress passed the
Congressional Budget and Im-
poundment Control Act, better

known as the “budget act.” The
procedures it outlined called for
Congress to set budget totals
before considering action on in-
dividual appropriations. “Under
this act, the Senate and House-by
adopting two budget resolutions
(the first to occur on May 15)-puta
ceiling on total expenditures and
then allocate spending limits to the
standing committees on
agriculture and other programs,”
Vaughn explains. “The standing
committees then revise their
budget plans to be in line with the
spending limits. A second budget
resolution must be passed by
September 15.”

congressional budget action, the
economist says. It doesn’t have the
force of law. However, the second
budget resolution in September,
which may revise the first, is
binding on appropriations. In
practice, the Septemberresolution
differs little from the May
resolution.

According to Vaughn, the budget
act strongly influenced the farm
bill that emerged in 1981. He says
the tight lid put on farm program
spending compelled congressional
agriculture committees toredirect
farm and food policy before the
1981 farm bill draft was even
considered. And it provided the
administration with a powerful
reason for threatening to veto any

The first budget resolution in
May is only a guide to
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Delaware expert says )km policy may be set soon
farm bill that exceeded the
congressional budget limits.

“If Congress is serious about
substantially reducing the federal
budget deficit, and reducing the
cost of farm programs m the
process, limits set by the May

Lancaster Farming, Saturday, April 6,1985-A39

budget resolution could govern the
outcome of the 1985 farm bill
debate,” Vaughn believes.

“Now is the tune to contact
members of Congress,” he says,
"especially members of the Senate
and House budget committees.”

Drainage course •

It has been a wet spring and says Extension agricultural
much farmland is still holding engineers at Penn State,
water on the surface, indicating A knowledge of surface and
that you may have a drainage subsurface drainage methods is
jiroblem. If you are trying to important to those thinking about
decide what you can do to installing systems to dry up a rust
eliminate this situation now and in spot
the future, there may be help
availablefrom Penn State.

Controlled removal of excess
water helps increase production
and provides additional fertile

To order a copy of the course,
send $7.50, postage included, to
DRAINAGE, Dept. 5000,
University Park, PA 16802. Make
checkpayable to PENN STATE.

CATTLE AUCTION
58 HEAD

12:30 TUESDAY, APRIL 9,1985
WHITNEY POINT SALE BARN

Directions: Take 181 exit 8 (Whitney Point, N.Y.) to
Rt. 11. Sale Barn is on Rt. 11 in the village of
Whitney Point.
38 B & W mature cows, 16 recently fresh, 5 due
June-July-August, 6 due Sept-Oct., balance all stages, 19
Heifers, 1 started bull. Necessary pregnancy checks, 4 way
shots, interstate accommodations available.
Auctioneers Note: We have been taking care of this herd in our
barn for 7 weeks. They have gained condition and are really
milking. 10 Milking between 60-80 lbs. a day. The kind to buy!

WHITNEY POINT SALE BARN
Whitney, Point, N.Y.

Charlie Manasse, Auctioneer
607-692-3516
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