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LEBANON — “With planting
just around the corner, now is the
time to consider putting contour
strips on your fields,” says Randy
McCormack, Soil Conservationist
with the US.D.A. — Soil Con-
servation Service in Lebanon.

What are contour strips and how
do they save you money? Contour
strips are alternate strips of row

Contour strips produce savings

crops and hay or close growing
grain crops.

Contour strips also save you
money in various forms. First,
contour strips reduce soil erosion
by slowing down rain water as it
flows down your fields.

Any soil or nutrients (fertilizer,
lime, organic matter) that are
carried through the row crop strips

GRASSHOPPER
Your Next Mower

. ZERO TURNING
RADIUS

your mower deck is
out front)

2. ALLHYDROSTA-
TICDRIVEN

3. MOWERP.T.O.
SHAFT DRIVEN

(Some Models)

FREE Model 2044 Mower Deck
(Value... $756) With The Purchase Of A

12H.P. GRASSHOPPER
FOR ONLY... $3,096

Plus Setup’& Freight
Purchase A 16 H.P. GRASSHOPPER
And Receive A Model 6044 Mower
Deck FREE (Value $812)

ELIMINATES HAND
TRIMMING (Because

4. ELECTRIC CLUTCH

PENNSYLVANIA
BERKS CO,

ERB & HENRY EQUIP.,
INC.

New Berlhinvilie, PA

Martinsburg, Pa
Ph 814-793-3711

Ph.717-249-5338

DEALERS

FRANKLINCO
SHANK'S LAWN

EQUIP.
Chambersburg, PA
Ph 717-375-4455

Ph 717-992-4585

Other Models Up To 18 H.P., Including
NEW WATER-COOLED DIESEL Available
At Any Of The Following

NORTHAMPTON CO.

CO0.
Montandon, PA
Ph 717-524-2473

Ph. 215-367-2169 HUNTINGDON CO. SCHREIB & SON

SHOEMAKERS TEXACO Bath, PA
BERKSCO. SERVICE CENTER Ph 215-837-7681
MERTZ LANDSCAPING Huntingdon, PA
Kutztown, Pa Ph 814-627-0663 %%g%m—ggi uIP
Ph. 215-683-6260 .

LANCASTERCO co. @
STANLEY A. KLOPP, R.S. HOLLINGER Tunkhannock, PA
INC. gn:u;tvme. PA Ph. 717-836-2424
Bernville, P 17-285-4538 YORK CO
Ph.rg‘ilsftaaa-lsoo '

LAWN CARE OF PA.  STRALEY FARM

BLAIRCO. Martindale, PA SUPPLY, INC.
ROUB SERVICE CENTER Ph 215-445-4541 Dover, PA

Ph.717-292-2631

MESSICK FARM EQUIP.
Elizabethtown, PA M'Am

ﬁlﬁgﬁgﬁ-g%“[s . Ph 717-367-1319 HARFORD CO

LEBANON CO, HICKORY
SERVICE INTERNA .
Spring Mills, PA HEISEY FARM EQuIP, [NTERNATIONAL INC
Ph 814-422.8826 co. Ph. 301-838-4200

Jonestown, PA
RISHEL'S SALES & Ph. 717-865-4526 CARROLLCO.
SERVICE LEBANON VALLEY  sepvice | s
State College, PA SERVICE
: IMPLEMENT CO.
Ph.814-238-7788 Taneytown, Md
Richland, Pa Ph. 301-751-1500

CHESTERCO, Ph.717-866-7518 :
LORD'S EQUIP. UMBERGER'SOF DELMAR]
Elverson, PA DELMAR EQUIP.
Ph 215-286-9101 Egg::n":‘\ Elkton, Md
STOLTZFUSFARM  ph 71786751618 | 013984343
SERVICE 867-2613 NEW JERSEY
Cochranvilie, PA BERGEN CO.
Ph 215-593-2407 LEHIGHCO, D. & H. MACHINERY
THOMASPOWER  \ERMITKISTLER, co,
EQU'P. . Mahwah, NJ
Avondale, PA lﬁ{‘nnport. PA Ph 201-327-6750
Ph 215.268-2181 +215-298-2011 BURLINGTONCO
COLUMBIA CO. MAURER'S MOWER  LAWN MOWERS
BALSCHI'S EQUIP. SALES & SERVICE UNLIMITED
Catawissa, PA Allentown, PA Maple Shade, NJ
Ph 717-356 2341 Ph 215-437-0452 Ph 609-778-8484
CUMBERLAND CO. MONROE CO_ MONMOUTH CO
PETERMAN FARM STOUT’'S MOWER W.H.POTTER &
EQUIP. SERVICE SON
Carbhisle, PA Stroudsburg, PA Middletown, NJ

Ph. 201-671-0552

MONTANDON EQUIP.

are captured by the hay strip.

How much soil can you save?

Contour strips can reduce soil
loss by 50% over farming the whole
field 1n a row crop.

Reducing soil loss by 50% means
reducing your fertilizer, lime, and
organic matter losses
significantly. Trouble is that most
farmers can’t see most of. this
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erosion since it’s lost in thin sheets
called sheet erosion or small
gullies called rill erosion. In
Lebanon County the maximum
allowable soil loss, before
production 1s affected, for most
soils is 3-4 tons per acre per year.

How much is 3-4 tons per acre?
Not much soil considering a dime’s
thickness of soil over an acre 1s 10
tons.

This 10 tons per acre loss 1s
barely visible to the human eye.
Add to the loss of soil the value of
the nutrients like nitrogen
($.25/1b.), potassium ($.22/1b.),
and potassium ($.12/1b.), the soil
loss value per ton of soil can ap-
proach $15-$20 per ton.

For example, a 30 acre field
averaging 10 tons of soil loss per
acre will lose about 300 tons of sotl
or $4,500 1n value. Contour strips
may reduce soil loss down to 34
tons per acre per year.

Contour strips also conserve
water with the alternate hav or

close growing grain strips that act
as sponges to the surface runoff. If
runoff can be reduced 50-75% with
contour strips, increased in-
filtration of rainfall into the hay
and corn strips means more water
available during drought periods.
A recent ag study concluded that
for every inch of rainfall you can
save from mid-July on, you-ll get 6-
8 bushels per acre more of corn.

Contour strips usually reduce
your nitrogen application rates due
to the rotation from alfalfa or
clover hay into corn. This con-
tinual rotation maintains soil
fertility and also soil tilth with the
incorporation of the hay into the
topsoul.

Now is the time to put contou:
strips on some of your fields! A Soil
Conservation Service technician or
conservationist will work with you
in laying out contours to fit your
field slopes and equipment. Call
Soil Conservation Service today at
272-4618.
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