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Brocken's Ag Advice
By John E. Brockett

Farm Management Agent
Lewistown Extension Office

GOODNEWS-
-1985TAXES with the increase in the maximum

is the increase in the maximum
credit from $5OO to $550. Un-
fortunately, a chunk of this in-
crease is eaten up in the increased
social security tax.

There is some good news in the
1965 tax situation. First the
brackets went up which in effect
reduces your tax on the same in-
come as you had in 1964. A $29,900
income for a married couple filing
jointly had a tax of $4790 in 1984.
The same income in 1985, due to
indexing and a 4% change in
brackets, would result in a $4544
tax. There is some sentiment in
Congress to eliminate indexing but
this is one time the President is on
our side.

ESTIMATED TAXES
There has been no basic change

made for farmers or fisherman.
However if your tax due is less
than $5OO, you could delay filing
until April 15without penalty.

Two other ways to avoid penalty
or underpayment of estimated
taxes are: (1) prepay an amount
equal to 100% of 1984 taxes or (2)
pay thru the year an amount equal
to 80% of taxes due in 1985 (or 66-
2/3% ifyou are a farmer).

Of course full time (over 2/3 of
gross income from farming)
farmers can file their final return
by March 1 and avoid estimates
entirely.

A second good news item is that
personal exemptions will go from
$lOOO to $lOlO, again due to in-
dexing.That doesn’t help me like it
did at one time (most of my
dependents are on their own-a
couple even have their own
dependents now). Third is the
increase in the standard deduction
from 3400 to 3540 for marrieds
filing jointly and 2300 to 2390 for
singles.

CHARITY DEDUCTIONS
Volunteer mileage increases

from 9 to 12 cents for 1985. Non-
itemizers will be able to deduct
50% of all charitable gifts without
filing a Schedule A for the 1985 tax
year. That coupled with the in-

Fourth item is the increase from
$lO,OOOto $ll,OOOfor people eligible
for earned income credits. Along

CALL US FOR FREE ESTIMATES
on TOP QUALITY BARN SPRAY A BRUSH PAINTING
try Our New Concept In Penetration And Adhesion.

In 1984
To earn a dollar - give a dollars worth of serviceand work Pay only $750 for the
best kind of barn painting on an average barn - if you pay more you paid too
much
On barn siding painting ■ temperature and timing are factors as well as
penetrating kind of quality for adhesion are helpful guides for long lasting under
average conditions of Siding type and age
I will share helpful guidelines on roof maintenance of steel roofs by brushing on
at prime time.

The farmers in Lancaster Co. are lucky becauseof the amount of
competition in barn painting.

CnecK with us for the best dean BRUNING
PHAKSS. HURST Ytears of experience plus self

RDI. Box 503, Narvon, PA 17555 employment givesyou quality
215-445-6186 workfor less expense.
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It took Stihl® to build a saw that combines
high power with low weight. The 048AVE. Only
16.8 pounds, it has advanced features
standard.And delivers plenty of lugging power (
that you don’t have to lug around.
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creased standard deduction will
probably result in fewer itemizers
for 1985.

DIVORCE LAW
CHANGES

The change in tax implications
for divorcing and divorced people
will be dramatic. The new law will
probably result in some judgesand
attorneys causing real tax
headaches for divorced people. A
lot of old rules that judges and
divorce attorneys operated under
for over 30 years have been
eliminated. The replacement rules
are complex and will need some
digesting by a legal sector as well
as some help from knowledgable
accountants.

Schuylkill Extension
agent named

POTTSVTLLE - Donald E.
Tanner has been named Schuylkill
County assistant Extension agent
by the Penn State Cooperative
Extension Service. His position
became effective January 15.

Tanner’s responsibilities include
coordinating all county 4-H ac-
tivities in cooperation with other
staff who are assigned 4-H duties.
He will plan, initiate and evaluate
a broad 4-H program to improve
economic, social and cultural
aspects of community and family

ATTENTION
FARMERS..

FREE
ESTIMATES
ON RODENT
CONTROL

RODENTS carry diseases which
can endanger the health of your
poultry flocks. Your business is
raising them. Ours is protecting
them.

We Specialize In
Sanitizing And Disinfecting

Poultry Houses

Ehrlich
Laicaster, PA

397-3721
Lewislown, PA

248-0983
State College, PA

237-7607
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Indication of
reproduction health
problems such as:

I □ Yes, send me information about
> Ovatec for cows

Cystic Ovaries
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A graduate of the University of
Pittsburgh, Tanner holds a
bachelor’s degree in social
science. Before accepting his
current position, he was a 4-H
worker with the McKean County
Extension office.

Tanner is a member of the
Pennsylvania 4-H Agents
Association and the McKean
County Historical Society.

He is a native of Turtlepoint,
McKean County.
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HAVING A DIFFICULT TIME
KNOWING WHEN YOUR COWS 1R M

ARE COMING IN HEAT - OR ¥IHA K\
KNOWING IF SHE'S IN A )fl

TRUE HEAT?

AN OVATEC PLUS
- Tells You When To Breed -

OVATEC is an ovulation detection instrument
that will assure you of shorter calving intervals,

decreased services and higher conception.

Late Ovulating Cows
“Silent Heat” Cows

Post Partum Infections


