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Association’s Animal Health
Advisory Committee, before
submitting it to the Department of
Agriculture.

Also featured during the mor-
mng program was Penn State
swine reproduction specialist Dr.
Dan Hagen, who discussed the role
of genetics in swine selection.

Dr. Hagen emphasized the
importance of continually in-
troducing better boars into the
herd. He then divided heritable
traits into two categories: those
that are moderately heritable, and
those that have low heritability.
The first category includes such
traits as meat production, carcass
quality, feed efficiency and growth
rate. Those traits possessing very
low heritability were litter size,
conception rate, and pre-natal and
post-natal survival.

Commenting on the push for
larger litters, Dr. Hagen said that
producers should strive for greater
uniformity among baby pigs

" rather than increasing litter size.

] think you’d all be happy if you
could have litters of 12 uniform
pigs, with 10 surviving,” he said.

On the subject of embryo
transfer, he noted that the
technique is not easily adapted to
the swine industry.

“I’s difficult because the
economic unit is the litter,” he
said. Unlike beef embryo tran-
sfers, where a single embryo is
transplanted at a time, at least
four embryos must be tran-
splanted into a sow to allow the
pregnancy to continue.

Turning to artificial in-
semination, Dr. Hagen pointed out
that the technique is easily
mastered and very useful for pork
producers. One obvious advantage
to Al, he said, is that fewer boars
are needed to service the same
numnber of sows.

But so far, researchers have had
little success with freezing boar
semen, Hagen pointed out. Both
litter size and the rate of con-
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ception suffer when frozen semen
is used, he said.

Rounding out the morning’s
presentations was Penn State red
meat specialist, Dr. Bill Henning,
with a look at the 1985 pork market.
Dr. Henning pointed out that
agriculture has been the one ex-
ception to the overall upward
swing of the economy last year.

Turning to last year’s weak pork
prices, he said that retailers did
not feature pork products as much
as they could have. He also noted
that the health scares precipitated
by what he referred to as the
vegetarian element of society have
also helped to keep the lid on all
red meat prices.

Though pork industry expansion
in the Midwest is about over, he
said, some eastern expansion is
likely to occur this year in light of
the low cost of feed.

With pork production expected to
decline by four to eight percent this
year, prices should be higher, he
said, adding that profit margins at
the packer level should improve as
well.

Dr. Henning predicts that prices

will average in the low-$50 range
throughout most of the first and
second quarters, with a strong beef
market boosting pork prices to the
mid-$50 range during the third
quarter.
. ““If we see $70 cattle, we’ll have
hogs pushing $60,” he said. Prices
averaging about $47.50 during the
fourth quarter will be due to the
normal price erosion experienced
at that time of the year, he pointed
out.

Though some producers ex-
pressed fears that the current
trend toward larger operations
would squeeze the smaller
producer out of the industry, Dr.
Henning did not agree.

‘“There will still be a place for
the family farmer,” he concluded,
adding that the mid-size farm with
100 sows will still be able to
produce hogs more efficiently than
the large operations.

1984

BLUE BALL NATIONAL BANK
MEMBER OF F.D.1.C.

TAX BREAK
LR.A.

INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT
ACCOUNT

Now is the time to get your 1984 Tax
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Red meat production down for Dec.

HARRISBURG - Pennsylvania
commercial red meat production,
dressed weight basis, during
December 1984 totaled 78.1 million
pounds, down 26 percent from
December 1983, according to the
Pennsylvania Crop and Livestock
Reporting Service.

Beef slaughter, at 91.7 million
pounds liveweight, was down nine
percent from December 1983. Total
head slaughtered was down seven
percent at 79,500, and liveweight
averaged 1,153 pounds, a decrease
of 33 pounds. Veal slaughter was
3.8 million pounds liveweight,
down 16 percent. Calf slaughter at
22,900 head was down 14 percent,
and the average liveweight
decreased four pounds to 166
pounds,

Hog slaughter, at 38.7 million

Diring afternoon sessions, Dr.
Henning addressed the problem of
drug residues, with Dr. Hagen
speaking on the subject of en-
vironmental effects on
reproduction. Also featured was
swine veterinarian Dr. Timothy
Trayer speaking on bio-security
and herd health management.
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pounds liveweight, was down 47
percent from a year earler. Total
head slaughtered was down 49
percent at 160,300, but the average
liveweight increased 10 pounds to
241 pounds. Lamb and mutton
slaughter was 1.4 million pounds
liveweight, up 17 percent. The
number slaughtered was 13,600, up
16 percent and the average
liveweight increased one pound to
104 pounds.

U.S. commercial red meat
production in December totaled
3.12 billion pounds, down eight
percent from 1983. Beef produc-
tion, at 1.83 billion pounds, was
down seven percent. Total head
killed was down seven percent at
2.94 million, wniie average
liveweight increased three pounds
to 1,073. Veal production increased
five percent from a year ago to 39
million pounds. Calf slaughter was
down six percent at 268 thousand
head, however, average liveweight
increased 16 pounds to 243.

U.S. pork production totaled 1.22
billion pounds, down 10 percent
from a year ago. The 6.99 million
head killed was down 11 percent,
while the average liveweight in-
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creased two pounds to 245. Lan,
and mutton production was
changed at 30 million poungy
Slaughter totaled 530,000 heg
down four percent, but the averag
liveweight increased three poung
to114.

LMI gets new na

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Afty
being known for 15 years
Livestock Merchandising I
stitute, this educational foundatiy,
has a new name: Livestock [
dustry Institute.  Ang
correspondingly, the name of th
Institute’s annual conference hy
been changed to Livestock Iy
dustry Congress, from Livestog
Marketing Congress.

“The change to Livestock In
dustry Institute gives a mon
accurate identification of thy
organization...who’s in it and whg
it does,” said James L. Fries, th
Institute’s executive director.

The Institute’s more than 9
members, who are known g

Trustees, include representative
from all segments of the livestock
and meat industry and relate
fields of agribusiness.
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deliveries

* 1 hook releases 3 chains simultaneously
* Removable sides for long distance

spaced closer at the bottom for a pig tigh
gate. 50" high with adjustable cla
style hinges. All hardware needed for
complete installation is included. Painted

(Formerly Zinumerman’s Ammal Health Supply)

RD 74 Box 141Lititz. Pa 17543

717-738-4241

10% OFF ALL ORDERS 1 finish.
TIL MARCH 2, 1985 b | 4lengh  *36.95* 12’ Length . *45.95
) | 6Length .39.95% 14'Length 52.78
BALE THROWER WAGONS 1: | siensn  81.45% 16/ Lengn  55.50
Length- 18ft. Width-81t. Height-8ft. § | 1o (engm..43.95% . o
SPECIAL FEATURES ¢
£ § * Rear gate opens 270° both ways :: e —————
* 2 position front support bar ' KEY-AID DISTRIBUTORS
t
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CALL717-665-6259
for more information and quantity prices

BLOMBARDINI

The Powerhouse

3 mile west of Ephrata, ¥« mile south of Rt. 322
along Wood Corner Road.

——

and engine
available.

We have the right size,.
weight, shape, price

Diesel for Dairy,
Shops and Equipment

USES Y2 OR LESS
LESS DOWNTIME

LOMBARDINI DIESEL
FUEL THAN GAS ENGINES
THAN GAS ENGINES

Model

4to 68 H.P.

For years Lombardini has been Europe’s largest supplier of small, aar-cool d diesel
englpes Now, qfter several years in this country Lombardini is the fastest growing line
of air-cooled diesels in North America. Lombardini specializes in small air-cooled

9L0560-2

diesels.
DIESELS |12 h‘l’AKE ADVAqNPTAG! OF: Let Us Know Your
. 12 month warranty or 4. Price per horsepower
OUR SPECIALTY 2,000 hours 5. Easy starting Service Problems
CALLFOR 2. Low fuel consumption 6. 100% back-up with 24 Hour Service-
USED DIESELS 3. Low maintenance parts and service. Check Our Prices

Hoover Diesel
Service
717-786-2173
RD 3, Box 91A
Quarryville, Pa. 17566

Distributor: HOOVER DlESEL SERVICE

PH:717-656-3322 717-295-1729

2998 West Newport Rd., Ronks, Pa. 17572, 2'2 mile East of Leola Along 772

Authorized Dealers .

Tim's Diese!
Service
Star Rt Box 2
Rebersburg, fa 16872

Beller Engine

Service
Box 245D Pennsy Rd
New Providence, Pa

Sensenig Diesel

Service
RD3
Selingsgrove, Pa. 17870

17560

DEALERS INQUIRIES INVITED



