
Plt-Uwostf Fanning, Saturday, Mavawfcw 17,1984

At Littlestown High School

How to get a new
vo-ag program started

BY SALLY BAIR
StaffCorrespondent

cepts discussed. We found a lot of
interest from other people who had
served on the committee. If we
were just doing it for farmers I
couldn’t vote for it, but there are
many people involved in
agriculture and more and more
people who are interested and who
need to become involved and
educated.”

LITTLESTOWN In a time of
budget concerns and program
cutbacks, Littlestown High School
in Adams County has just begun its
first ever vocational agriculture
program. The program, voted into
existence by the School Board last
February, is starting with 45
students, who are eagerly awaiting
approval of their Future Farmers
ofAmerican chapter.

Mark James, a native of New
Hampshire, who was hired as the
teacher to coordinate and im-
plement the new program adds,
“The community has been very
receptive, and parental support
has been super. There is a strong
need for agriculture ingrained in
the community. A lot of the
students are involved in summer
jobs on farms. It’s an important
part ofthe community.”

Whilevery tew of the 45 students
in grades 9-12 are actually from
farms, James says that Lit-
tlestown is a fairly rural com-
munity, and adds, “Most students
have an appreciation for that way
of life and for agriculture.”

James says he has received a lot
of support and encouragement
from other vo-ag departments in
the county. Littlestown will be the

Prior to this year, the only op-
portunity for a Littlestown student
to take vocational agriculture was
to attend Gettysburg or New
Oxford schools, not easy because
of the problems of changing
schools and working out tran-
sportation.

Having three fanners serving on
the board of education is helpful in
establishing a vo-ag department,
but broad-based community
support is what really was the
deciding factor, though the
original vote was close.

Ron Harrison, one of the three
farmers, said, “I served on an
advisory committee with the
superintendent before going on the
board, and this is one of the con-
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CALL US FOR FREE ESTIMATES
on TOP QUALITY BARN SPRAY S BRUSH PAINTING
•Try Our New Concept In Penetration And Adhesion.

In 1984
Toearn a dollar - give a dollars worth of service and work Pay only $750 for the
best kind of barn painting on an average barn - if you pay more you paid too
much
On barn siding painting - temperature and timing are factors as well as
penetrating kind of quality for adhesion are helpful guides for long lasting under
average conditionsof siding type and age
I will share helpful guidelines on roof maintenance of steel roofs by brushing on
at prime time

The farmers in Lancaster Co. are lucky because of the amount of
competition in barn painting.

Check with us for the best deal! BRUNING
PHARES $. HURST •Years of experience plus seif

RDI, Box 503, Narvon, PA 17555 employment givesyou quality
215-445-6186 work for less expense.
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seventh school offering the
program, and for James it is
natural that they should be of-
fering it. “Littlestown has the best
rounded agriculture and the
highest concentration of
agriculture in the county.' ’

Littlestown once had a slogan on
signs greeting travelers as they
entered the community, which
read, “Littlestown - where
agriculture and industry meet.”
Harrison said these signs have
come down, but the local Lions
Club has had buttons made with
the slogan, and he says, “I proudly
wear mine.” It was this slogan, in
fact, which impressed him when he
was considering moving to the
area 13 years ago from Blair
County.

As to why some programs are
folding, while they are starting up
a new one, Harrison responds,
“It’s not that agriculture is dying,
but programs arechanging. ’ ’

He cited cooperation from the
superintendent and the principal
as important reasons for the op-
portunity to start the program, and
he adds, “Guidance counselors
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automatic farm systems
608 Evergreen Rd., Lebanon, PA 17042

(717) 274-5333
Cheek Our Low Prices Before YouBuf
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High School in Adams County, and Mark James is the teacher
who will be building the program. Initially, the course has
attracted 45 students in grades 9-12.
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PREMIUM SINGLE CROSSES
■ SX-650 - HighYielding, Good Standability, 110 Day, Short

Stalk • Inbred Used In This Cross Was Most Wanted Across
U.S. By Most Seed Companies.

H SX-810 - High Yielding Good Standability, 118 Days
★ Resistant to Carbona Race 3Disease

■ SX-625 - Fast Dry Down Corn, Excellent Shelter, Excellent
Standability, 107 Days

■ SX-405A - Short Season, HighYield Potential 100 Days
★ Top 3 For The Past 3 Years At Penn State Trials

■ SX-525 Will Replace SX-520AWith Better
Standability - First Year In Trials, Placed Third, Class 2
105Days

■ SX-725 - HighYield, Good Standability, 115 Days,
ExcellentDisease Tolerance

Buy Your Twine Now At Our Low Prices
Ask Us About Quantity Discounts
WHOLESALE & RETAIL

BOYDELL FARMS
302 lona Rd. Lebanon, PA 17042

Phone (717) 272-8943


