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By Dr. John E. Baylor

- Director of Market Development
Beachley-Hardy Seed Company

Cool Season Grasses - How Well Do
You Know Them?

Most of us take our cool season,
perennial forage grasses for
granted. We sow them, abuse
them, fai to fertilize or manage
them, and then we expect them to
be there when we need them. And
if they don’t perform well in July
and August we criticize them.

In fact grasses are extremely
important to us. On a worldwide
basis grasses are Included 1n
nearly three fourths of the
cultivated forage cropland and
they make up a major portion of
the native rangeland. In the U.S.
alone there are some 1500 grass
species. They’re extremely 1m-
portant as food crops, and are used
extensively for pasture, hay,
silage, soil conservation, turf and
wildhife.

Most perennial grasses grown
for forage in the Northeast are
classified as cool season grasses,
1.e. they require a cool, moist
climate for optimum growth. As a
group they are not extremely

relatively long days to flower. And
unless our summers are cool and
moist these grasses don’t normally
produce well during the months of
July and August.

But they are multi-harvest
perennials, and the relationship
between growth and food reserves
1n cool season grasses 1s similar to
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that in alfalfa and other perennial
species. It’s true the food storage
organs of these grasses are not as
extensive as those of alfalfa and
red clover. And instead of roots the
main food storage organs are
rhizones or stem bases. This
means, of course, that for best
results management of grasses
can be just as important as
management of legumes.

Cool season grasses can be
grown alone or 1n mixtures with
legumes. When grown alone they
require adequate levels of
phosphorous and potash for good
growth. And, of course, they
require and respond well to
nitrogen fertilization.

In today’s column let's take a
brief look at just two of these cool
season grasses to see where they
fit and how best you can make
them more useful in your forage
program

Kentucky bluegrass 1s one of the
oldest grass species known and
certainly one of the most widely
grown, but most maligned, grasses
in the Northeast. A low growing
and relatively low yielding grass,
forage wise 1ts use 1s limited
mainly to permanent pastures
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where it 1s normally grazed con-
tinuously and seldom fertilized or
managed. It does have a shallow
root system developing from
rhizones and it will not tolerate
heat, drought or poor soil. But it 1s
winter hardy and will maintain its
nutritive value longer than will
most other cool-season grasses.

Kentucky bluegrass is / highly
acceptable to all classes of
Itvestock and certatnly 1s one of the
easlest grasses to manage. Horses
relish 1t and bluegrass 1s the
primary component of most horse
pasture mixtures.

The overall production of many
old permanent bluegrass pastures
can be doubled or tripled by
complete fertilization or by
renovation to include a legume
such as birdsfoot trefoil or clover.

Currently there are no improved
varieties of Kentucky bluegrass
developed specifically for forage
purposes, although Dormue 1s said
to have superior pasture
characteristics. However, several
of the newer turf type varieties
such as Park are suitable for
pasture.

Until relatively recently
Perennial ryegrass was not con-
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sidered a suitable cool-seasop
grass for the Northeast. But wity,
the ntroduction of moderately
winter-hardy varieties this specieg
1s finding a new fome, especially
In  southern New York state,
Pennsylvania and points south,

A bunch grass, in contrast to the
rhizones produced by Kentucky
bluegrass, perenmial ryegrass |3
somewhat taller growing and more
productive than bluegrass. It s
exceptionally palatable and
nutritious as either pasture or hay
and is relished by all classes of
hvestock. It grows well in mixtures
with alfalfa, birdsfoot trefoil and
the clovers and seems to survive
our winters satisfactorily when
grown with a legume. However,
until more winter-hardy varieties
become available we do not
recommend that it be grown alone

Like Kentucky bluegrass
perennial ryegrass lacks heat and
drought tolerance and, thus,
summer growth with this species 1s
likely to be moderately slow.

Currently Reveille 1s the most
widely grown variety in this area,
heading out some 2 weeks later
than Grimalda. However, plant
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Polyethylene waterer with

With Master valve assures

a constant water supply.
Stop worrying about livestock having an adequate
water supply This durable waterer automatically

provides water for you! Best of all it s economical

NIPPLE drinker 15 (Ocated

Great New Technology from Europe
“Eurocrate’ Farrowing Crate
Madein US.A.

NARROWER then l“c usual farrowing crate You can
set more cratep N the same space Sow must
kneel bgtore lying down
pres trom being crushed

RUMP GUARD in back

of créte lessens amount

of waste sccumulat on
| Easier to clean out

prevents baby
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_ The tough polyethylene container will not crack or above the feeder - NARROWER SOW
dr OUght or heat tolerant and they rust 21 high with a 27'2  diameter it features a x«;“ o W W’( -ml '&';"S ':':n':
do require cool temperatures and protective steel caver mounted on a heavy duty P I T L orevents

taby pigs from
beng crushed

ADJUSTABLE CURVED udder
Bar exposes both rows of teats
50 ali piglets can nurse.
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runaround give extra K’
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FEEDER 15 large
enough for sow to’
put her head nside
it comfortably Spillage
drops back nto
feeder Available
0 steet or plastic

constructional frame

Nestled inside 1s a Water Master water level
control valve This simple float device has only two
moving parts Operation 1s simple and virtuatly
mamntenance free Tough long life plastic and brass
construction 1s butlt to last When properly instalied
unit provides complete water control by maintaimng
water at a constant level

ALL PANELS and gate feeder easily
removed by puling pins

Mechanical Feed Weighing Scales
for Augers and Hammermills
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i 600 Scale A89%0 |12 V| 34 *3.5
e Early'maturity. TRUCKLOAD SALE 12 Door - Round 45 'IdszSTQRI CAMLINE
¢ Good winterhardiness. : A HEATERS Cu. Ft. Cap. Galv. Rof;ry u. PIG
e Proven to outyield > 40,000 BTU Feeder "?:'T':G
Caldwell, Hart, Roland s Cambridge | wiPorcelain
. LP Gas Heater Base Stain
and Fillmore. w/Thermostat less Steel
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* Short, strong straw. Heavy Duty RS s;':C’Eoo “SALE PRICE 26"x36" '39.95
e Excellent all around WHBP Stginlelss +109 26"'x48" 49.95
disease protection. tee WOVEN WIRE -
» Top quality, certified FINISHING FEEDERS s e e | AL KE BROODERS i.
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P.L. ROHRER & BRO., INC Lowhs 4 "B'x7 and 48
. . . Avail o a5 3000BTU 6000 BTU
. 95 1Z]
SMOKETOWN, PA PH- 717-299-2571 *329.95 gauge and 4" 48 49

AGRIPRO

Agripro 1s a trademark of North
American Plant Breeders Inc ,
PO Box 2955, Mission, KS 66201
The imitation of warranty and remedy
on each bag of Agripro seed 1s part of
the terms of the sale thereof 4 198071

* FULL LINE PARTS 6EPARTMENT * WE SELL, SERVICE & INSTALL

E/MHERR EQUIPMENT, INC.

RD 1, Rt. 272 S.. Herrville Rd., Willow Street, PA 17584
Phone 717-464-3321 or Toll Free: 800-732-0053  Serving the Industry For Over 20 Yrs.




