
UNIVERSITY PARK - Many
dairy fanners carefully control
rations for milking animals, but
neglect to do the same for dry cows
and springing heifers. Rations for
dry cows, particularly during the
last 2 to 3 weeks prior to
freshening, greatly influence
health and production at calving
and during the critical early
lactation period. Cows with
disorders at freshening or in early
lactation are more apt to become
problem breeders and may
produce less milk, depending on
the types ofproblems encountered.

To help prevent disorders at

freshening, it is especially im-
portant to avoid excessive
amounts of protein, calcium, and
energy during the dry and pre-
freshening period. This meansthat
only 6 to 7 lbs. of the daily forage
dry matter per head should be
alfalfa or mixed legume forage. If
pasture containing a lot of clover
or other legumes cannot be
avoided, dry dows need to be fed
levels of other forages to limit
legume intake. Whole plant corn
silage should not provide over 50to
60 percent of the forage dry
matter. Also, it often is better to
keep dry cows on dry cow forage

than to convert them prior to
freshening to a milk cow forage
ration that is too high in protein,
calcium or comsilage.

Excessive intake on protein may
make cows more susceptible to
ketosis, off-feed problems, twisted
stomachs, udder congestion. Too
much calcium in the total ration
can lead to retained placenta and
milk fever. Insufficient calcium
intake throughout the dry period
also may lead to disorders at
calving.

An abnormally high ration of
energy in late lactation and
throughout the dry period can

HARD WORK. LONG HOURS.
FARMING'S NO CASY ROW TO HOF.

THAT'S WHY CASE BELIEVES..,

FARMERS
LIKE YOU DESERVE
SPECIALINTEREST.

Hard work. Long
hours. And days
spend hoping it will
ram Or won't

Farming’s
certainly not an easy
row to hoe.

That’s why we
believe farmers like
you deserve special
interest. And that’s
exactly what we're
offering with this
special Fall program

8.8% A.P.R.
financing: If you
buy any new Case
90 or 94 Series
tractor before
October 31, 1984,
and finance it
through J I Case

ON ANY NEW CASE 90 OR 94 SERIES TRACTORS
PURCHASED BEFORE OCTOBER 31. 1984.

Credit Coiporation,
we’ll provide
financing for upto
48 months at 8.8%
A.P.R.

No finance
charges til June 1,1985.
(94 Series) or Sept. 1,
1985(90 Series). Instead
of 8.8% financing, you
can choose another
very attractive
option: a waiver of
all finance charges
until June 1,1985(94
Series) or Sept. 1,1985
(90 Series).

Either way, you'll get
all the impressive
benefits of owning a
new Case 90 or 94
Series tractor.

8.8% A.RR. FINANCING FOR UP
TO 48 MONTHS

OR
NO FINANCE CHARGES UNTIL

JUNE 1,1985 or SEPTEMBER 1,1985
(94 Series) (90 Series)

And get the
special interest you
deserve.

CALL AND ASK ABOUT A FREE
ONTHE-FARM FIELD TEST TODAY!

If you’d like to see just how much a Case 90 or 94
Series tractor could do for you, here’s a perfect
chance to find out. Just call and ask your dealer to set
up a free on-the-farm field test today!

Watch that dry cow feeding ration
produce obese cows. This makes
them more susceptible to difficult
calvings, metabolic disorders, and
infections. It is important,
however, to feed a moderate
amount of concentrate at least
duringthe last 3 to 4 weeks prior to
expected freshening, to establish a
microflora and rumen lining that is
adaptedto a combination offorage
and concentrate in the diet. Rumen
pH will be appreciably lower and
mineral uptake improved when 3
to 5 lb. of concentrate are fed per
head daily. Exceptionally high-
producing cows that are good
eaters may have then' concentrate
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increased to 6 to 8 lbs.
during the last week prior to ex-
pected freshening. This amount of
concentrate also will provide an
opportunity to balance the forage
ration for pre-freshening animals.
It is importantthat trace elements,
such as selenium, and vitamins A,
D and E are provided, as well as
protein and major minerals, in-
cluding salt.

Low selenium status can occur
within three weeks after sup-
plemental selenium is removed
from the ration. Vitamin A and E
levels also may be depressed if
cows and heifers are not on sup-
plementation, pasture or green-
chop during late gestation. Since a
lack of these important nutrients
can reduce disease resistance,
special care must be taken to feed
dry cows sufficient amounts of
them. Although the concentrate
requirement for dry cows is
relatively low compared to that of
milking cows, their needs for some
nutrientsare close to those of milk
cows. Thus, the concentrate for
non-milking animals may require
higher levels of supplementation
than for milk cows, to ensure
adequatevitamins A and E, as well
as the appropriate selenium
status, injectable preparations
may be used at drying off or at
least 3 to 4 weeks prior to expected
calving. Five ml of MuSe can be
administered to provide selenium
and vitamin E, and one to two
million units of vitamin A can be
given in an injectable ADE
preparation. Vitamin A intertables
are of greater importance when
feeding primarily hay or com
silage and should not be needed
when the animals have been on
goodpasture recently.

Manure for dry cows and heifers
should be frequently observed.
Constipation or feces that are too
hard indicate that the diet is low in
protein and minerals or that water
intake is too low. Making certain
that dry cows are fed adequate
amounts of forage will also reduce
constipation.

CONTACT US
For

MANURE HANDLING
EQUIPMENT

Semi- and Liquid Spreaders -

Ground Driven • Easy Running
Priced Reasonably

PITELEYATORS
ALLIS CHALMERS AND

WISCONSIN POWER UNITS
COMPACT ROTO BEATERS

Smaller Improved Model
2 Sizes To Choose From

STOUFFER BROS., INC.
1066 Lincoln Way West

Chambersburg, PA
(717) 263-8424

C.H. WALTZ SONS, INC.
RDI, Cogan Station, PA

(717) 435-2921

PEOPLES SALES &

SERVICE
Oakland Mills, PA

(717) 463-2735

SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER

BINKLEY & HURST
BROS.

133Rothsville Station Rd
Lititz, PA

(717)626-4705

ZIMMERMAN’S FARM
SERVICE

Bethel, PA
(717) 933-4114

A. LHERR&BRO.
312 Park Ave.

Quarryville, PA
(717) 786-3521

C.&P. FULTZ EQUIP.
RD 1, Spring Mills, PA
(814) 422-8805

WARNER
Tractor& Equipment, Inc.

Troy, PA
(717) 297-2141

HAND-O-MATIC BUNK FEEDERS
NOW IN STOCK FOR

EASY SILAGE DISTRIBUTION
(2) 323 CORN PICKERS.

LIKE NEW

COMBINATION MOWER
& CRIMPER UNITS

SMUCKER
WELDING & MANUFACTURING

2110Rockvale Road
Lane., PA 17602

PH: (717) 687-0772

:zm
CASE POWER & EQUIP.

Montgomeryville, PA
(215) 699-5871

New Castle, OE
(302) 652-3028

PAUL SHOVER’S, INC.
35 East Willow St.

Carlisle, PA
(717) 243-2686

Loysville, Pa.
(717) 789-3117


