B24—Lancaster Farming, Saturday, August 25, 1984

Kennels usually aren't responsible for post-vacation fleas

NLWARK, Del. — Worn out
after a whirlwind two-week
vacation tour, the Smiths picked
up their dog at the kennel and went
home to relax. Their relaxation
was short-lived.

Before long, everyone in the
family started scratching,
especially from the knees down.
Kathy Smith walked across the
living room rug in her white socks
and found dozens of small, dark,
wingless insects clinging to the
terry cloth.

Correctly identifying the
problem as fleas, Mrs. Smith
angrily telephoned the kennel
director.

“We've never had this problem
before Fuzzy stayed in your
kennel!”

The Smiths shouldn’t blame the
kennel, says University of
Delaware extension entomologist
Mark Graustein. Almost
assuredly, those fleas were present
in the house before the family
departed. To understand what
really happened, it's necessary to

know something about the
reproductive habits of fleas.

Fleas usually mate on the
feathers or fur of an animal. The
ferale flea requires a blood meal
before she can lay her eggs. She
may lay them on an animal, a
carpet, or an animal’s bedding. In
two to three weeks, the eggs hatch
into larvae which feed on dried
blood excreted by adult female
fleas. After the feeding period,
they form cocoons in which to
pupate.

Most fleas require 30 to 75 days
to complete a life cycle when
proper moisture and warmth are
available. They can survive
several weeks away from a host
animal without feeding.

Under ordinary circumstances,
any fleas that hatch on a carpet
soon find their way back to the
family pet. But when the Smiths
and their dog were away, In-
creasing numbers of fleas had no
source of food for two weeks. So
when the family came home, they
became targets for that long-

awaited blood meal.

Graustein offers this advice for
people with a similar flea
problem:

To control fleas, vacuum
thoroughly, particularly around
baseboards, under furniture, in
cracks and crevices, upholstered
furniture, and anywhere pets rest.
The vacuum bag containing the
fleas should be sealed in a garbage
bag for immediate disposal.

Sometimes vacuuming alone can
control an infestation, Graustein
says. More often, though, the house
will need treatment with an ap-
proved insecticide. The most ef
fective chemicals for flea control
are labeled for professional use
only, so you may need to contact a
pest control operator.

To handle the problem yourself,
chose a product labeled for the
control of fleas, and spray ac-
cording to the manufacturer’s
instructions. Move all furniture
and spray everywhere you

previously vacuumed, including
upholstered furniture and the pet’s
sleeping area. In warm weather it
may also be necessary to control
fleas in the yard. Most chemicals
for flea control can be used out of
doors.

Many people discovering fleas
outside their dwelling mistakenly
call them sand fleas. Graustein
says there are no fleas of this
name. However, many kinds of
fleas, such as cat or dog fleas,
develop in sandy places because
they were dropped there by in-
fested animals. A dog or cat
sleeping on a jute doormat or
under a porch may spread enough
fleas to start an infestation.

For effective control, you must
also eliminate fleas on your pet.

Graustein says to use an approved
dust, spray or flea collar. At first,
two applications a week may be
necessary. But as the fleas begin tg
disappear, you can spray or dust
less often, and perhaps stop
altogether. Fiive percent Sevin dust
works well, Graustein says, and
the flea collars with Vapona work
better than others.

WHITE WASHING

DAIRY WHITE

HESS'’
BUTCHER SHOP

2635 Willow Street Pike, Willow St., PA

464-3374

Over the Counter
Processed Meats

(not available in any other store)

Hess’s Old fashioned Sweet

» Bologna

o Puddings

e Scrapple
Dried Beef - Pork Roll - Beef Jerky

Rjpg Bologna - Smoked Sausage
Hams - Bacon
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* Eliminates fence sagging

* No staples or wire clips

¢ Adjustable enclosed spring
assembly for each wire

¢ Optional site rails '~

s Optional Arc 110 Volt
muiti wire unit

¢ Installed by trained dealers

¢ Fully guaranteed by warranty
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The ARC 12 Fence 15 a new concept in livestock
fenaing  Using free energy from the sun, the
solar powered sohd state unit keeps a powerful
12 volt battery charged for effective shocking
Speaial non-conductive white plastic pasts are
attractive and extremely durable, capable of be
g bant 457 and returning to thesr ongmal poss
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SOLAR FENCE CO.

R.D. 2, Box 148
Watsontown, PA 17777

EXCELLENT QUALITY SEEDS

BARLEY

e CERT and UNCERT. BARSOY
e CERT. PENNRAD
e CERT. MAURY

WHEAT

e CERT. HART, REDCOAT &
TYLER

RYE

e LARGE OR SMALL GRAIN
. TlMOTHY SEED AVAILABLE

| See Us For The Best Prices ¢
On Alfalfas

S~~~ FREE INNOCULATION M{
REIST SEED COMPANY

Finest Seeds (Since 1925)
Mount Joy, PA 717-653-4121

KAWASAKI
POWER

TURNS
GENERATORS ON.

Nobody makes a tougher

more durable,
longer-lasting
engine than Kawasak

o Heavy duty 4 cycles
24hpto20 hp

® Power to run round the
clock

® You ge! iless downtime
more profits

¢ Complete parts &
service backup ”

Let s tatk about generating power

Let s talk Kawasaki today
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BEILER'S ENGINE '
REPAIR SHOP %.ﬁ gﬂ“s
RD 2Box 74 RD 4 Box 344

Along 896 S. of Ninepoints Honey Brook, Pa. 19344
Christiana, Pa. 17509

N Y
Paradise, Pa, 17562 Kinzers, Pa. 17535
FISHER ENGINE SERVICE  STOLTZFUS REPAIR SHOP

3141 Old Phila. Pike
Near Intercourse

Star Route - Box31B
Rebersburg, Pa 16872
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L'é“:;'g: R1d7 :207 1 Strasburg, Pa. 17579
717-649-5321 717-442-9304

Distributed By:
SHIRK'S REPAIR SHOP  BEILER ENGINE SERVICE
RD 2 Pool Rd. 2450 Pennsy Road
Ephrata, Pa. 17522 New Providence, Pa. 17560
717-859-2797

Dealer Inquiries Invited

¢ DRIES WHITE

* DOES NOT RUB OFF EASILY

* NO WET FLOORS

* IS COMPATIBLE WITH
DISINFECTANT & FLY SPRAYS

* WASHES OFF WINDOWS &
PIPELINES EASILY

BARN CLEANING SERVICE
AVAII.ABI.E WITH

fRESSED AR
To have your barn cleaned with air it wili

clean off dust, cob webs & lots of old lime.
This will keep your barn looking cleaner &
whiter longer.

We will take work within
100 mile radius of Lancaster

MAYNARD L. BEITZEL
Witmer, PA 17585 717-392-7227
Barn Spraying Qur Business, wot o sideline.
Spraying since 1961.

High Pressure Washing & Disinfecting
Poultry Houses And Veal Pens

CUSTOM MADE
FEED BINS FOR
FARMS — FEED MILLS

e Made of 13 gauge Steel
e All welded seams
» Gravity Flow or Auger

Free Estimates
Also - Steel Roof Trusses for
Buildings - Portable Hog Buildings
- Bucket Elevators - Grain Augers
Distributors - Flow Pipes &

Accessories

We Sell, Service & Install
Ph: 215-944-7808

STOLTZFUS WELDING SHOP

Owner - Samuel P. Stoltzfus
RD 1011, Dryville Rd.
Fleetwood, PA 19522




