
Ag economists told to work on edge
ITHACA, N.Y. - Lucinda A.

Noble, director of Cornell
Cooperative Extension, has
challenged agricultural
economists involved in extension
to work “(hi the edge” so that they
can have the greatest impact as
researchers and educators.

“I hope you have the spirit and
willingness to work on the
edge...for it is at the edges of our
professions that new ideas are
born,” Noble told ag economists
taking part in the recent 75th
anniversary meeting of the
American Agricultural Economics
Association (AAEA) at Cornell
University.
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dealing with a wide range of

Noble said thatthis isa time like issues. The meeting was hosted by
no other to take advantage of faculty in the department of
opportunitiesto carryout research • agricultural economics in the New
for the public good, to educate state College of Agriculture
students, and to disseminate amj i.jfp Sciences at Cornell. The
research-based knowledge to academic, government, and
agricultural and consumer business economics in AAEA have
publics. common interests in the economics

“Social changes, advancing agriculture, natural resources,
technology, and the role of and rural development,
agriculture in the national and Noble told the AAEA delegates
world economy offer opportunities Cooperative Extension needs
that have not occurred before in |0 increase the effectiveness of its
their present magnitude,” she delivery system in these times of
said. shrinking resources and outside

More than 1,750AAEA members funding,
met in Ithaca Aug. 5-8 to take part “Extension professionals at all
in nearly 100 conference sessions levels in the system need to be

THE INTERROGATOR
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Raggedly constructed and mounted
to the front of the feed manger.
Takes identification from the re-
sponder and sends it to the computer
for instant recognition and feeding
per the programtothe proper cow.

FEED MANGER
Stainless steel for rugged field con-
ditions. All power sources to the feed
manger are safe 24 volt AC. Fea-
tures a cone-shaped feed bowl that

fits the contours of the cow’s muzzle therefore allowing no
spacesfor foodtobuildup and spoil.

Dual (2) ration feeder to better meet herd needs on an
individual basis - ideal for high moisturecom application.

Feed rate ® maximum of 12 oz./min. keeps cows content
while feeding -No over feeding and wasting feed.

more knowledgeable and skillful in,
using the most effective program
delivery strategies, including
electronic technology,” she said.

To help achieve these goals,
Noble suggested that Cooperative
Extension increase its
collaboration with the private
sector, and expand its network of
volunteers.

Noble, who has been director of
Cornell Cooperative Extension
since 1978, served on the 22-
member USDA panel that looked
into the future of the federal
system. The committee’s report
“Extension in the 80s” made
recommendations to guide the
future mission, scope, priorities,

SerialPort to tie into home computer for more thanfeed capability -

communication is two-way, allowing up-date to each system

• X to 6 feed periods programable
per daywith canyOver within
the feed periods/6 maximum
intake by animalper visit to a
feeder * helpsmaintain a
uniform pH in cowsrumen.

• Keyboard lock-out to prevent
unauthorizedpersonsfrom
tampering with system.

• (large, multi-functionkeys are
easyto use and read. Each Key
makes an audible soundwhen
depressed.

• Cow number is assigned to a tag
number allowing manager to use
numbers which are familiar to
him.

Most Advanced Feed Management System On The Market Today
BETA-ISO PC

RESPONDER
COLLAR

cow identified
by a
around the cow’s
The responder sealed
to tough polyurethane
plastic-with no batteries |
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or working parts for an 1
unlimited useful life. t J^J
Each responder transmits a unique digital code to the inter-
rogator unit. It offers positive cow identification. The re-
sponder is built to operate under severe farm conditions, -20
degrees Fahrenheit, and high moisture conditions. The unit
is completelysealed.

• Self-diagnostic program for
interrogatorsand CCU for easy
service analysis - shortens down
time.

• Exception list prints out every
24 hrs. alertingmanager of cows
not meeting expected feed con-
sumption

• Lighting protection superior to
most systems available today.

• User friendly - take iwtle time uf
learn operation ofC.C.U.

• Thermal printer for clear, con-
cise written reports - very
reliable

• Set-up for 255 cows; Add-on
memory for additional cows or
capability.

SEE IN OPERATION: BETA —ISOPCI (Communicates With Home Computer) This Makes 'Hie Beta-150PC
Expandable To These ManagementPrograms; • Cow Calendar (Breeding Wheel) • Cow Heifer Inventory
• MastitusRecords • HealthRecords • Milk Production • Feed Costs & ConsumptionRecords • Work
Schedules • Other Programs With HistoryReports Available

UHCMtf Fanning, Saturday, Augiwt IS, 1984—031
and policies of the county-state-
federal cooperativeventure.

Noble added that Cooperative
Extension needs both generalists
and specialists on its staff to insure
that programs developed in the
counties that are based on iden-
tified needs and carefully selected
priorities will continue to be the
cornerstone of Extension
programs.

“Extension’s strength continues
to be the involvement of people
where they live and work. It is a
partnership enterprise in the
truest sense of the word,’’ she
explained.

in offering her challenge to the
agricultural economists, Noble
concluded: “It is the people’s
system and we are the guardians
as faculty and program ad-
ministrators.”
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