
KALAMAZOO, Mich. Now is
the time of year to remind alfalfa
growersof their fertilizer needs for
a late summer alfalfa seeding.

Soil pH and fertility are im-
portant for a goodstand of alfalfa,
points out Darel Zook, Asgrow/O’s
Gold alfalfa and forage mixes
product manager. “Alfalfa
requires a soil pH of nearly 7 for
optimum stand establishment, and

lime should be applied in time to
react with the soil before the seed
is planted,” Zook says.

He also says that phosphorusand
potassium are essential for a good
stand of alfalfa.

“A readily available supply of
phosphorus within reach of the
young root is required for normal
root development, and a banded
application at seeding time is
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PEOPLE’S Jft M MACHINERY LEBANON VALLEY MILLER EQUIPMENT

SALES & SERVICE Greensburg. pa IMPLEMENT CO., INC. CO.
Oakland Mills, PA 412-668-2276 Richland, PA RD I

717-463-2735 717-866-7518 Bechtelsville, PA
215-845-2911BENNETT

A. L. HERR & BRO. MACHINE CO.
Quarryville, PA 1601s - Dupont Blvd
717-786-3521

ELDER
SALES & SERVICE,

Milford. DE
302-422-4837

BINKLEY & HURST
BROS.

133 Rothsville
Station Road

Lititz, PA
717-626-4705

lIICHOLS FARM
Thomasville, PA EQUIPMENT
717-259-0453 Bloomsburg, PA

717-784-7731
ARNETT’S GARAGE

RT 180x619
Stoneboro, PA
412-376-3390
412-376-3740

PETERMAN FARMUMBERGER’S OF FONTANA EQUIPMENT, INC.
Rt 9 Box 125 STOUFFER BROS. INC.

Hagerstown, MD Chambersburg, PA
301 733-0515 717-263-8424

Rt 4 Lebanon, PA
(Fontana)

717-8675161

225 York Rd
Carlisle, PA

717-249-5338

Jf.-.S,EITZER GEO. W. KINSMAN,EQUIPMENT CO. INC.
r.

R n? 2,u°nL 516 Main StreetPA Honesdale, PA814-364-1419 717-253-3440

ECKROTH BROS. HINES EQUIPMENT
FARM EQUIPMENT Cresson. PA
RT 2 Box 24A 814-886-4183

New Ringgold, PA
717-943-2131

Bellwood
814-742-8171

Fertilizer needs for summer seeding
recommended.” Zook says care
should be taken to avoid direct
contact between seed and fertilizer
because of potential damage to
inoculum bacteria.

“Potassium is essential to forage
production also,” Zook notes.
“Proper potassium fertilization
helps ensure maximum disease
resistance, winter survival, and
crude protein production.
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Inadequate potassium allows
grasses to take over.”

Critical last dates for summer
seedings in northern states are
early to mid-August, Zook says.
Further south, the last safe
seeding date ranges from late
August near Des Moines, lowa, to
mid-September in the St. Louis,
Missouri, area. “The earlier
seeded stands of alfalfa are
generally the most vigorous and
successful,” hesays.

The small size of alfalfa seed
makes it very important to have a
smooth, firm seedbed to maximize
seed to soil contact. Planting rates
vary from between 12-16 pounds
when direct seeding in favorable
conditions, up to 22pounds in tough

seeding conditions such as in-
terceding and no-till. Plantingdepth can range from Vi of an inch
in heavy soils to an inch deep inlighter soils, Zook advises.

Zook says fertilizer dealers can
make farmers aware of the ad-
vantages of late summer seedings,
as well as advise them of the
potash and phosphorus needs of a
fall seeding.
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