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Study shows soil erosion

worst on rented land

LEBANON — Muddy water in a
stream is not just a loss of far-
mland soil, but of fertilizer,
manure, pesticides and in-
secticides, as well, reports Donald

Bollinger, Chairman of the
Lebanon County Conservation
District.

“This is money lost to the far-
mer”, adds Bollinger. “It also
creates problems for all down-
stream water users.”

The soil erosion problem is more
severe on rented land than on
owner-operated land. A Dauphin
County study found that 40 percent
of the farmland in the county was
rented. Soil loss on owner-operated
farmland was 6.9 tons per acre per
year and on rented land was 9.8
tons per acre.

“Conditions are similar in this
county,” said Bollinger. Directors
of the Lebanon Conservation
District are making a special ef-
fort to inform renters and rentees
of this soil loss.

“*Most farmland rentals are on a
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cash basis,” Bollinger added. “‘The
renter may feel he is making
money on his land rental. In
reality, when the soil erosion losses
are subtracted from the rental, the
owner may be losing money on his
investment. An approximate ten
tons-per-acre annual soil loss will
quickly wear out the soil,
decreasing the total value of the
land.”

The Conservation District
directors are concerned over these
soil erosion and water quality
problems. “All of us can benefit
from this effort to make land
renters more aware of soil and
nutrient losses,’” notes Bollinger.

Mr. Bollinger urges the owners
of rented farm land to contact the
Conservation District Office.
Technical and financial help is
available through cooperating U.S.
Department of Agriculture
Agencies. The District Office is
located in Suite 5, 201 Cumberland
Street, Lebanon or call 272-3377.
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Brushcutters.
Tools Not Toys.

Underpowered trimmers just won’t cut it when
you're up against heavy weeds and brush.
That’s when you need a Stihl FS-80E
Brushcutter with a high-powered engine and
exclusive Polycut™head. When you have work
to do, don't play around. Get a Stih!
Brushcutter. And get the job done.

See a demonstration at:

A & B SALES & SERVICE

2 Mrles South of Rt. 23 Along 772
Thru Monterey - RD 1 Ronks, PA

GOOD’S STORE

At the Country Mart,

RD2, East Eart
Route 23 - Just East of Biue Bal)
717 354-4026

Paying attention to detail

(Continued from Page D21)

and Bill are also concerned with
these risks. But, in order to feed a
herd of cattle, risks must be taken.

As all farmers are aware, the
raising of crops involves many
risks. The Ja-Jo Farm consists of a
total of 200 acres in which 70 acres
of alfalfa are planted, 80 acres of
corn, and the rest consists of small
grains. Jim and Bill buy the
majority of their straw, which is
their major bedding material.
These crops harvest enough feed
for the 100 head of cattle that are
raised here.

Many of today’s farmers expand
so they are able to compete in the
market place. The Comptons have
taken a different strategy.
Maintaining a quality herd of
cattle has brought them where
they are today and will take them
to where they plan to go in the
future. The persistence and hard

work of both Jim and Bill Compton teristics to maintaining their
seem to be the two key charac- quality Holstein herd.

. T.he Compton family reviews their DHIA records which
indicate the herd's rapid rise in production. From left are: Bill
Mary Jo, with granddaughter Rebecca, Cheryl, and Jim.
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SPECIAL - SPECIAL - SPECIAL
PERMA BUILDINGS

cludes. Perma Dome Perma Web Straight Wall
i - 14x20’ 3I(i’ging Doors Do;’t Wait - Call Today
- service door 15) 593-2511
10 yr. guarantee. Available engineered p(e,ma B)uilding Systems
stamp Box 35, Christiana, Pa. 17509
: Name
we've got it | Address
: City State
steel buildings l Phone

2 WEEKS ONLY
YOUR CHOICE

AGRI-INC.

Custom Built Farm Buildings
Designed To Your Needs

Specializing In Dairy Systems:

e Tie Stall & Free Stall Complexes

* Heifer & Veal Barns

e Machinery Sheds

* Republic Steel Buildings For Commercial Use
NEED RENOVATIONS...

OR A NEW BUILDING?
DON’T DELAY — CALL TODAY
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Agway Farmowner s Insurance isn
Just low-cost It s also very simple

Why? Because you deal with one
agent one policy one premium And
you get all the protection you need tor
your house farm bunldm?s hvestock and
machinery Plus Agway Insurance pro-

vides personal and farm liability protec
tion, and broad optional coverages not
descrnibed in typical policies

Talk to someone who understands
down-to-sarth value and your country
way of ife Call me for a free quote and
full-cotor country quiit poster
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Mertztown, PA 19539 *
(215) 6824117 RD 4 EPHRATA, PA 17522 LOCATED IN FARMERSVILLE
Insuring the couniry way of life PHONE 717-334-4271
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