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On being
a farm wife

- And other
hazards

Joyce Bupp

How can you resist such an
appeal?

It begins with the eyes. Such
large eyes, wide with innocence.
Shy, yet curious. Eager, but un-
certain.

These eyes, bright buttons of
interest, peer from the safe haven
offered by the oval-shaped center
of a cement block half.

Framed in a cloud of misty gray
fluff, these eyes beg us to come and
play, yet withdraw into the hiding
spot as we approach.

Gingerly, you poke a finger
toward the softness of a tiny paw.
It promptly bats back at you and
the game has begun.

Once again, we have all fallen

prey to the epidemic of affection
generated by a nest of adorable
kittens.

How can you resist such an
appeal?

Born in the cozy confines of an
old corrugated metal trash can,
kept at the barn for holding used
baler twince, the litter of adorables
never reached the point of really
fearing people.

Each time any of us passed by,
feeding the cows or sweeping the
feed troughs, a stop just had to be
made to chat with proud Mother
Gray about her family of five.

When the confines of the trash
can overflowed with growing
kittens, the youngsters built them

s

a spacious living area within the
hay bales, where the playful antics
of the babies could be enjoyed. But
too many interested visitors, in-
cluding the dog who loves to watch
kittens, apparently irked their
devoted mother.

One day they disappeared,
hauled off to some location which
none of us could uncover for a
while.

Her destination, we finally
discovered, had been a back
corner of the bull pen, jealously
guarded by about 1,500 pounds of
macho, he-man Holstein muscle.

{ One misstep of those hard hooves

on a tiny kitten and...well, it was
just teo much for any of us to think
about.

Figuring humans knew more
than cats, we set off to relocate the
kittens. First, we set up
housekeeping for them in a vacant
calf hutch. She carted them back to
the bull.

Next we tried a temporarily-

empty calf pen. Again, back they
went to muscle-man. This cat’s no
novice — she know’s full well that
no kids, and few adults, go poking
around in that particular pen.

Time cures all. As all children
do, the kittens have cut the apron
strings and relocated themselves
to where they want to play. That
happens to be smack in the middle
of the calf-and-heifer raising area,
where miscellaneous boxes,
buckets and tools offer a really
neat playground.

Like between the tines of the
bamboo rake used for cleaning out
the heifers’ trough. Or the broom
handle, handy for climbing up and
down like a fireman's pole. Best of
all is a T-joint of plastic drainage
pipe, a perfect kitten play-tunnel.

I sit on the old well cover for a
moment and Marco Polo (the
explorer of the bunch) crawls into
my lap, purring with a vengeance.
A brother (sister?) wraps tiny

Now is the TIME to think about your garden
and lawn equipment, that is, if you want to
save MONEY.

25 Tools &
Attachments
Available
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Toll Free: (800)422-8107
R D 3 DENVER PA

ASPHALT PAVING SPECIALISTS

eSTREETS ePARKING LOTS DRIVEWAYS
*RECREATION AREAS eROADS eFARM LANES
FREE ESTIMATES BOOK YOUR PROJECT NOW!
For Prompt Courteous Service Call

(215)267-7591
A.G. KURTZ PAVING, INC.
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Pick the weeds

in your corn youd like to get rid of...

F morningglory

cocklebur sunflower

smartweed

pigweeda
Al

velvetieat

Then pick Banvef herbicide...

the Big Plus...to do the job.

Pre-emergence: Banvel tank-mixed with "Lasso’ to get broadleaf

weeds along with grasses
weeds germinate

Early layby (in corn up to five inches high) use Banvel at a one
pint rate Stop weeds before they ve had a chance to develop

ready and waiting when later

This Banve! overlay controls cocklebur, sunflower, annual
morningglory, other troublemakers
Post-emergence {corn up to 36 inches) Banvel herbicide

controls the real problems—like smart-
weed, velvetleaf, bindweed, and seedling

Canada thistle

Before buying a less adaptable herbicide
that may be short on performance, check
out the Big Plus of Banvel
L2330 3 a reg stered trademark of Mounsanto Company The Lasso + Banvel tank mix s

clesred for use n Colorado Hi nois indiana iowa Kansas Kentuckv M chigan M nnesota
Missour Montans Nebraska New York North Dskota Oh o Pennsylvanis South Dekots

Utah ang W sconsin

P.L. ROHRER & BRO., INC.

PH: 717-299-2571

Smoketown, PA *

from Velsicol

HERBK 1S
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Batore using any pesticde read the label

ALLEN H. MATZ, INC.

505 E. Main St., New Hotland
Ph: 717-354-2214
SERVING THE COMMUNITY
THIRTY-FOUR YEARS

paws around my ankle and unties
my sneaker strings.

How can you resist such an
appeal?

And they wonder why it takes me
so long to do my barn chores.

Berks County FFA

The Berks County FFA held its
election of officers at a recent
meeting. The new officers include;
president, Rod Stoltzfus, Twin
Valley; vice-president, Kirk
Fisher, Oley Valley; secretary,
Carol Dreisbach, Hamburg;
assistant secretary, Kevin
Schlegal, Oley Valley; and
treasurer, Henry Seidel, Ham-
burg.

Other officers include reporter,
Joanne Kunkel, Kutztown; sen-
tinel, Greg Musser, Conrad
Weiser; chaplain, Connie Strunk,
Tulpehocken; junior advisor, Beth

Morgan, Twin Valley, and
parliamentarian, John Sonnen,
Conrad Weiser.
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COMMERCIAL

We Use Quality Paint
AERIAL LADDER EQUIPMENT

* Modernand
Efficient Method
» Reasonable Prices

e Spray-On and
Brush-in Method

* Sandblasting if
Necessary

For Free Estimates Write or Call:

ESH SPRAY PAINTING

717-687-7007 or 687-8262
SPRAY-ON AND BRUSH-IN

PAINTER

637 Georgetown Rd.
Ronks, PA 17572

PAINTING

A totally NEW concept in
baling machinery, the

Krone line of round balers

features an endless chain conveyor without belts. Clpsed
chamber reduces problems associated with conventional

belt type balers. Less horsepower required for the Krone
Round Baler’s fewer moving parts means great energy

savings. Produces weather resistant bales with hard outer
wrap and medium density core for better curing. Available in
two models for bale diameters of five or six feet.

100 Stover Drive
Carlisle, PA17013

717-249-6720

CONTACT YOUR DEALER FOR MORE INFORMATION
Distributed By: CUMMINGS & BRICKER, INC.




