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DeKALB, 11. Last year many
farmers expressed amazement at
the ability of early-planted com to
survive the cold, wet environment
of late April and early May.
Seedling emergence, which can be
defined as the germination of seed
and growth of the new seedling
through the soil surface, is affected
by many factors. Most of these are,
to some degree, controlled by the
farmer’s management.

survive after germination begins.
Sometimes there is excess
moisture in the soil and the seed
and seedling may literally suf-
focate before emergence.
Adequate drainage and
minimizing compaction are ways
to reduce the risk of excess
moisture and lack of oxygen.
Inadequate soil moisture will
prevent seed germination,tool.

Planting depth varies according
to the crop being seeded. Alfalfa
and other small-seeded crops
require no more than good seed-
soil contact. Sorghum should be
planted no deeperthan IVz inches,
soybeans no more than 2 inches,
and corn no more than 2% to 3
inches. With adequate moisture,
one-half the above maximum
depths should give excellent
emergence.

Soil temperature plays a key role
in emergence. Com seed requires
a minimum of 50°F while soybean
and sorghum seed requires 60°F
for successful germination. Once
germinated, the rate of growth of
the seedling toward the soil sur-
face is controlled by soil tem-
perature.

The calendar and tradition are
helpful in determining when to
begin planting a certain crop.
However, five to ten day weather
forecasts are becoming more
accurate and should be considered
when early planting is anticipated.
Soil temperature isaffected by soil
color, moisture, texture, orien-
tation to the sun (south slopes
warm up quicker), and depth.
Thus, a daily log of soil tem-
perature readings at planting
depth will be extremely useful.

Other controllable factors that
affect seedling emergence are
insects and chemicals. Depending
on the area and preceding crops,
various insects can destroy the
seed and/or the seedling. Nearly
all these insects can be adequately
controlled by chemicals or cultural
practices.

Occasionally chemicals used to
protect the crop can injure it.
Herbicides and insecticides vary in
level of crop safety. Additionally,
their level of safety is affected by
rate, method and timing of ap-
plication. When choosing
chemicals, be sure to determine
their compatibility with each

Soil moisture - too much or too
little - is the next most important
factor in seedling emergence.
Since the seed and seedling are
living organisms, they require
adequate moisture and oxygen to
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Many factors affect corn emergence
other, crop safety, as well as how
well they control targetpests.

One situation that can seriously
affect emergence is un-
controllable, but correctable.
Heavy rainfall followed by bright,
sunny days can cause crusting of
soils that contain moderate to high
amounts of clay. When this occurs,
a rotary hoe often makes the
difference between success and
disaster. The rotary hoe is par-
ticularly useful for saving a field of
corn, soybeans, or sorghum that
has crusted before emergence.
Soybeans and sorghum are less
able to push through a crust than
are com seedlings.
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Brown bull goes to ABS
DE FOREST, Wise. A young

Holstein bull, Browncroft Format-
ET, bred by William Brown, of
Rome, Pa., has been selected by
American Breeders Service to
enter their Progeny Testing
Program.

He has been moved to that
company’s facilities at DeForest,
Wise., where he will join ap-
proximately 170 other hulls being
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tested this year.
Browncroft Format-ET’s

pedigree includes, as his sire,
Sunny-Craft Chief Spirit, +sl42,
+793M and +S3BF, and as his
dam, Browncroft King Jet Flop-
Twin. His dam has production
records to 29,380 lbs. of milk. She is
classified VG-87 and is sired by
Arlinda Jet Stream-Twin.

_ „
.. operate an 80-cow dairy/cash

MEADVILLE Annually, the grainfarm.
Pennsylvania Farm Credit His project book m-
Associations sponsor the Future eluded two dairy calves, three
Farmers of America Record- (jairy heifers, five dairy cows, andKeeping Contest. It is judged m a fjgjd corn enterprise.
February at Penn State. Reese was awarded a plaque and

Judging is done on three levels : a $3OO United States savings bond
(A.) The best record m the state, gia jr p McCurdy, Associate

(B.) The bestrecord book in the Manager-Operations of the
district; (C.) The best record book Meadville Farm Credit office, at a
in each county. recent Annual FFA Banquet.

The state winner this year was This is the second year in a row
David B. Reese, a student at tlmt Meadville Associations have
Cochranton High School. He is the a winner. Last year, John
son of Mr. and Mrs. Jon B. Reese, Greene, Jr., of Conneautville, was
R 2, Box 184, Guys Mills, who state winner.
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Septic Tanks

DYNAMIC MASONRY
CONTRACTORS

Gordonville, PA
Mike Fisher

(717) 687-6801
After 6 PM. Call (717) 687-7217

WHITE WASHING
with

DAIRY WHITE
DRIES WHITE
DOES NOTRUB OFF EASILY
NO WET FLOORS
IS COMPATIBLE WITH
DISINFECTANT A FLY SPRAYS
WASHES OFF WINDOWS A
PIPELINES EASILY

BARN CLEANING SERVICE
AVAILABLE WITH
COMPRESSED AIR

To have your barn cleaned with air it will
clean off duct, cob webs & lots of old lime.
This will keep your barn looking cleaner &

whiter longer.

-FREE ESTIMATES-

SPECIAL FARM PRICES

• RESIDENTIAL SEPTIC
SYSTEMS

• FARM WASTE SYSTEMS
• COMMERCIALWASTE

SYSTEMS

We wffl tike murk within
100 mile radius of Uneoster

MAYNARD L. BIITZEL
Witmer, PA 17585 717-392-7227

Bern Spraying Our Businiss, not • skloline.

Perma Dome
Includes;
1 - 14x20'Sliding Doors
1 - service door
10 yr. guarantee. Available engineered
stamp
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WEATHERTIGHT SPECIFICATIONS
STEEL, ALUMINUM OR FIBERGLASS

STRONG WOOD FLOORS
LOCKABLE DOUBLE SWING DOORS
20' & 40' LONG, 8' HIGH, 8' WIDE

TYPES: DRV FREIGHT, INSULATED,
REFRIGERATED, OPEN TOPS & FLATS

ORIGINALLY BUILT TO SHIP FREIGHT OVERSEAS THESE
GIANT EXTREMELY STRONG WATERTIGHT CONTAINERS
ARE THEFT PROOF AND MAKE GREAT STORAGE SHEDS 1
A 20 LONG BOX IS BIG ENUFF TO STORE A CAR INSIDE I

UNLIKE CONVENTIONAL BUILDINGS THEY NEED NOT
BECOME A PERMANENT PART OF YOUR PROPERTY YOU
CAN MOVE THEM ANYWHERE ANY TIME YOU WISH

TRANSPORT PLANNING & SERVICES
P.O. BOX 184 CALL

609-478-4137MULLICA HILL, N.J. 08062

State

STORAGE CONTAINERS FOR SALE

Perma Web Straight Wall
Don’t Wait - Call Today

(215) 593-2511
Perma Building Systems

Box 35, Christiana, Pa. 17509
I

40' DRY FROM $1 200 00

LOCKABLE

Larry Herr

OR


