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A wet April preparation and manure spreading
nearly to a standstill, notes Lan-
caster County extension director,
Jay Irwin.(Continued from Page Al)

mushroom and Mallard duck
conditions.

“Farmers may find themselves
working around the clock once the
weather breaks,” Irwin predicts,
adding that equipment such as
corn planters should be serviced
and ready to roll to avoid further
delays.

“I like to start planting corn by
April 25,” laments Cochranville
farmer, Paul King, “but this
year’s weather is really holding us
up. Even after the rain stops, we’ll
need two good drying days before
we can get started.”

A look to the west finds Somerset
County farmers in much the same
straits, with much plowing yet to
be done, and very little oats
planted.

John Yocum, senior research
associate with Penn State’s
Department of Agronomy, con-
curs, but notes that a three or four
day period duringthe week ofApril
9, did allow farmers to do some
small grain seeding earlier this
month. He reports that oats were
planted at the University’s
research facility near Manheim on
April 12.

“It snowed here today, and
Sunday’s freezing rain knocked
down a number of trees and
powerlines in our area,” remarked
Somerset County agent, Bob
Antram, during a phone con-
versation on Thursday. “We like
to have our corn in by the third
week in May,” Antram adds, “so
we’re not in bad shape with com at
this point,but most of our oats get
planted in early April, and we just
haven’t had the weather to get the
job done yet.”

Yocum also notes that many of
our wet periods were comprised of
light, misty rain, leading everyone
to believe that we’ve received
more rain than has actually fallen.
Thus farthis monthYocum reports
3.74 inches of rainfall. With only
two days left in the month, chances
of approaching last April’s oceanic
9.85 inches of precipitation are
slim, indeed.

A talk with Crawford County
agent, Joe Beard, reveals that
northwestern Pa. farmers are in
the same boat, with very little field
work being done.

Though farmers in the Southeast
aren’t in trouble at this point, with
respect to planting, the wet stuff
has certainly brought soil

“It’s been as cold as 25° here at
night during the past two weeks,
and I’d say we’re about two weeks
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B P VANELLUS* C EXTRA 15W-40 motor oil is
the result of the latest universal oil additive
technology which provides the best potential for
extended oil dram intervals with less wear and
cleaner engines Its multi-grade 15W-40
characteristics make possible all-season use plus
lower fuel and oil consumption
VANELLUS C EXTRA 15W-40 excels in API
Service SF-CD and exceeds the lubrication
requirements for all gasoline and diesel engines
in car and truck fleets of all types, and in farm,
earth moving, mining and construction equip-
ment
55 Gallon Drums - *182.00
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Vanellus MG 15W-40 is recommended for diesel and gasoline engines used in
cars, trucks, farm and construction equipment Meets API Service SF/CD

55 Gallon Drums - 6/1 Gal. Jugs- *2O"
BP VANELLUS* MCS-3 is a
universal type motor oil tor
use in all gasoline and diesel
engines used to power car
and truck fleets of all types,
and in farm, earth moving,
mining and construction
equipment It provides
optimum engine protection
for both heavy-and light-duty
service Vanellus MCS-3
excels in API Service SF-CD
and is available in SAE 10W,
20W 20, 30 40 and 50 single
grades

BP VANELLUS* SUPER OF provides
superior lubrication protection! or gasoline
and diesel engines used to power con
struction, earth-moving and farm equipment,
trucks and automobiles operating in light or
medium duty service Vanellus Super D & F
exceeds most auto and truck makers'
gasoline and diesel engine warranty
requirements Vanellus Super 0 & F is
recommended for API Service SF-CC and it is
available in SAE 10W-30 and 10W-40 multi-
grades plus SAE 10W, 20W-20, 30 and 40
single grades
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Eldoran UTH is a hydraulic fluid designed to function effectively in the complex
lubrication systems of modern tractors In these systems the same lubricant may
be called upon to serve the hydraulic system, torque converter, transmission,
and differential Eldoran UTH is a virtually universal tractor hydraulic oil It can
be used for makeup or refill in most tractors

§5 Gallon Drums - *lB4°° 5 Gal. Cans - *2i’o
FREE DELIVERY within 40 MILE RADIUS

behind schedule," estimates
Beard. The agent says that
Crawford County com is usually
planted by the middle of May,
adding that in wet years, such as
this, it’s not uncommon to see com
and oats going into the ground at
the same time. Beard also ob-
serves that many area farmers
have delayed purchasing seed and
fertilizers because of financial
stress, and he expresses concern
over the logistical problems
created with everyone attempting
to purchase and apply bulk fer-
tilizers at the last minute.

Likewise, no one seems to be
ahead of schedule in the north
country. Like Joe Beard, Bradford
County agent, A 1 Homan, finds his
farmers to be about two weeks
behind schedule.

“A few no-till seedings have been
made, but that hans’t amounted to
muchmore than 30 acres," Homan
reports. “Usually by this time
there’s been a good bit of planting
in the (Susquehanna) river bot-
tomlands, but this year there’s still
plenty of plowing to do.”

So Mother Nature, if you’re
listening, we farmers aren’t
complaining about the size of this
spring’s delivery, but we’d like to
suggest that a few bugs need to be
worked out in the distribution
system. Could we, maybe, accept
just a partial delivery now, and
back-order the balance until, say,
Julyand August?
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HAND DIPPED ICE CREAM

4-WHEEL DRIVE

29 HP
MODEL 250
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dieselengines
ENGINE MODELS

I.D-21A1-29HP
Portable Gehl Mixer Box w/Scales
Debtor Self Propelled Silage Cart
J.D. 6Row Corn Planter w/Liquid Fertilizer2D-144-55HP

3 D-240 - 85 HP
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April showers collect on a terraced cornfield owned by Paul
King, of Cochranville. Planting throughout much of the state
has been delayed up to twoweeks due to persistent showers.
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C.E. LUTZ, INC.
30 N. MARKETST.

ELIZABETHTOWN, PA. 17022

PH; (717) 367-1438
(717) 653-2780

8% DISCOUNT ON ANY MERCHANDISE IN THE STORE AND ALL
TRACTORS & EQUIPMENT IN STOCK!
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