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Computers & crops

(Continued from Page DS)

Although the drought may have
reduced yields, Bill doesn’t believe
the crop’s quality was
dramatically affected. Even so,
the Liptons have approximately
one year’s supply of corn silage 1n
reserve if crep tonnage 1s ever
severely reduced.

Tailored rations

The rations fed at Pleasant View
dairy are tailored to each cow’s
productivity. The dairy's typical
bunk ration contains 19 pounds of
high-moisture shell corn, 15-20
pounds of silage, 27 pounds of
alfalfa haylage, six pounds of 40-
percent soybean supplement and
six pounds of cottonseed. Through
the computerized feeding system,
cows receive from three to 25
pounds of 20-percent low-soluble
protein pellets, depending on
production.

“We were one of the first dairies’

on the Northeast coast to try
computerized feeding. We used to

day, which 1s better for their
digestion,” continues Bill. “Each
cow carries a transponder around
her neck. This transponder 1s
programmed for how much feed
she can receive during a 24-hour
period, but no more than five
pounds of feed 1s delivered each
time a cow visits the feeder.”

Initially, the switch to com-
puterized feeding played havoc
with the herd’s production, but now
Bill 1s well-satisfied with the
system. “Our herd averaged
plummeted by 2,000 pounds when
we nstalled the system,” he notes.
“But once we got the bugs ironed
out — with the help of our Har-
vestore sales representative who
balanced our feeding program —
production has steadily 1m-
proved.”

Nothing wasted

Today, using a personal com-
puter, Bill balances his own rations
and tests them on a regular basis.
“With computerized feeding,

I've attended Al school, I prefer to
let a local inseminator handle the
breeding.”

Considerable progress has been
made since 1967 when their rolling
herd average was 12,000 pounds.
Today it’s close to 20,000 pounds,
and Bill plans to keep improving
upon that. “‘Our basic goal is to
continue upgrading the gentic
quality of our herd, and hopefully
by doing so we’ll continue to 1n-
crease production.

“We’re shooting for quality
now,” Bill continues. *‘I'm getting
fusster and plan to gradually cull
the herd to 100-150 of my best cows.
I want good, quahty breeding
stock, and I’m working on building
good pedigrees.”

But even cows with top-notch
breeding can’t increase milk
output without receiving quality
feed. According to Bill, he doesn’t
have to worry about that. With Si
and Jeff commutted to consistently
producing high-quality crops, the
future productivity of Pleasant
View Dairy looks prormusing.

Elanco cites new herbicide

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. — A new
soybean weed control product
specifically designed for reduced
tillage, has been developed by
Elanco Products Company. Called
Conserve, the new product is said
to allow farmers to get excellent
quality weed control while
reducing tillage passes and
adopting modern conservation
tillage practices.

Conserve 1s a basic soybean
weed control for annual grasses
and many broadleaf weeds. It can
also be combined with special-
purpose and broadleaf herbicides
for specific weed problems.

“Elanco has developed Conserve
to answer the needs of today's
farmer,” says Jerry C. Walker,
Director of Agricultural Product
Development for Elanco. ‘‘The
farmer needs effective weed
control that’s easy to apply,
whenever he  chooses  withant

special tillage tools. Conserve
answers those needs very well.”
This new product has some
unique features, according to
Walker. ‘‘Conserve might be
described as a combination of both
existing and new technologies in a
single formulation. As a result, 1t
can do combinations of things, like
providing long-lasting weed
control with no carryover or crop
Injury. And 1t gives great
flexibihty to fit a farmer’s
changing tillage practices.”

During 1984 this new product will
be 1n an extensive demonstration
program of Conserve Certifields,
allowing farmers to certify for
themselves the weed control
performance in full-scale soybean
production. Conserve Certifields
will be available for farmer 1n-
spection during this growing
season.

feed a basic ration in the bunk and
then feed cows individually in the
parlor according to production,”
explains Bill. “We switched to the
computer three years ago when we
were nearing a rolling herd
average of 18,000 pounds. Cows
were fed twice a day at that time
and we couldn’t feed them enough
during the time they were in the
parlor to meet their production
needs. Furthermore, those two big
intakes of feed could also make the
cows more susceptible to acidosis.
“Now they can eat 24 hours a

there’s not a pound of feed wasted.
And that’s important today with
the high cost of feed. In addition,
we’ve pretty much eliminated the
danger of cows overeating or
undereating,”’ Bill adds.

While quality forage and com-
puterized feeding have helped
boost milk production, Bill’s
aggressive breeding program 1s
also accelerating productivity.
“We raise anr nwn ranlacemantc
and are making rapid genetic
gains with AI and embryo tran-
sfer,” explains Bill. “Even though
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Paying Top Prices For
Good Quality Ear Corn

All-Plant

LIQUID PLANT FOOD

9'18'9 PLUS OTHERS!

* Contains 100% white ortho phosphoric
acid Made in USA.

* Non-corrosive. Won't settle
* Top quality. Excellent service
* Newest equipment
* Financially sound

e Wet or Dry

e No Quantity too large
or too small _

e Fast Unloading -
Dump on Pile & Go

o Easy access - 2.2
miles off 283 bypass-
Manheim, Mt. Joy
exit

Is Your Farm Adequately Insured?

Few folks need to be convinced of the necessity for insurance,
yet insurance purchased last year may not cover today's in-
flated costs To find out f yours does, free, call one of our
agents today

IVAN WH"E, INC. and growing!

801 Main St , Saxton, PA

814-635-2473 i i
woers supance (| B @ Daily Receiving 7:30] B'ﬁ Dermand Requires
AGENCY 1 AM. to 5 P.M - un- ore Distributors!
113 W. Bishop St. . . 1 I sell to farmers.
Bellefonte. PA loading evenings & How do | become your distributor?
ARTHUR YEAGER AGENCY Saturdays by appt. " What'e e price?

e Trucks available for
pick up at your farm.

Call Anytime For Price

717-665-4785

JAMES E. NOLL GRAIN

104 E Main St., Ephrata, PA
717-733-7988

McDOWELL INSURANCE,
INC.

43 S. Washington St
Greencastle, PA
717-597-7171

Where do | get it?
CALL or SEND FOR FACTS:
Phone: 419-962-4707
814-364-1349

ALL-PLANT LIQUID PLANT FOOD, INC.

821 State Rd. 511 N., RFD 3,
Ashland, Ohio 44805

: Old Guard

MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY
2929 Littz Pike « PO Box 3010
Lancaster Pennsylvania 17604

Phone (717) 569 5361

SPECIAL - SPECIAL - SPECIAL
PERMA BUILDINGS

2 WEEKS ONLY
YOUR CHOICE

Advanced Design for
Serious Cutting
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Excellent for

major firewood cut-

ting or limbing operations. Easy to

handle and quick to start. Requires little
maintenance.

You can own the Wood Boss for the price of a
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Perma Dome Perma Web Straight Wall

regular saw. See it today. Includes: , ]
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