
NEWARK, Del. Spring has
arrived, and the grass is greenand
growing. That means it’s time to
make sure your power mower is
ready to go.

If you didn’t drain the old
gasoline from the fuel tank and
carburetor last fall, your mower
may not start on cue this spring.
Gasoline that sits for a long time
forms a gumthat plugs a mower’s
carburetor jets. After draining the
fuel, dissolve the gum deposits
with methyl alcohol, says
University of Delaware extension
agnciltural engineer Tom
Williams.

The next step is to remove and
service the air cleaner according

to manufacturer’s instructions. If
your mower has an oil foam type
breather (which resembles a
household sponge) remove it and
wash in kerosene or hot, soapy
water. After it dries, add more oil.
Williams says air cleaners should
be serviced after eight hours of
use, or once a month, whichever
comes first. If your mower picks
up a great deal of dust, the air
cleaner will need more frequent
service,

If your mower has a four-stroke
cycle engine, drain the dirty oil
from the. crankcase and replace
with fresh oil of the proper weight.
The oil should be replaced after .

every 25 hours of use. Williams

says it’s best to drain the oil when
the engine is hot.

Two-stroke engines don’t use
crankcase oil. Instead, lubricating
oil is mixed with the gasoline.
Again, it’s better not to use old
gasoline. Also, with this type of
mower it’s important to clean the
exhaust ports of carbon deposits.
Periodically remove the muffler
and ream out the ports with a
smooth, wooden dowel.

The next step in readying your
mower for spring is to clean and
regap the spark plug. It’s probably
better to replace a plug that is two
years old or older, says Williams.

With the spark plug wire
disconnected, remove and sharpen

Tips listed to prepare lawn mower
the blade, then balance it to
prevent excessive engine
vibration. Buy a balancer at a
hardware store, or check the
balance by suspendingthe blade on
a knife edge in a vise. Coat the
blade with oil toprevent rust.

Mower capacity is reduced when
the housing is full of grassand dirt,
the specialist points out. Remove
wet grass and dirt from under the
mower housing after each use to
prevent rust andcorrosion. Always
do this with the spark plug wire
disconnected to keep the engine
from firing accidentally when the
blade is turned.

Clean clippings and dirt from
around the cylinder cooling fins.
Finally, lubricate wheel bearings
and moving parts.
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demonstrations on lawn mower
care and safety at the University of
Delaware .Cooperative Extension
Service’s Lawn and Garden Expo
on April 28. The demonstrations
will take place at 11:20 a.m. and
2:20 p.m. The Expo, held on the
grounds of the College of
Agricultural Sciences onRoute 896
in Newark, will feature garden
lours, a plain dime, information

on vegetable gardening and tree
care, and demonstrations of
mowers andtillers.

The Expo is a new feature of the
College of Agricultural Sciences’
annual Ag Day, a family fun day
that includes a petting zoo, games
and exhibits, food, and bluegrass
music. Most events are free. The
hoursare 10a.m. to4 p.m.

) )

| READ LANCASTER FARMING'S !

I ADVERTISING TO FIND ALL I
j YOUR NEEDS! J

«(««««<«««(»««»<<<<«<«««««<««««««<«<«««<««««<«<«««««««<<««<<«<«« 540-Air Cooled Gas
543-LiquidCooled Diesel

Compact & Powerful, 800 lb. Operating Capacity

COMPARE THE FEATURES: 10.75%
INTEREST

from
Clark Equipment Credit

0 PERFORMANCE
800 lb capacity with dump reach up to 32" When you work a
Bobcat, you'll feel the power at the wheels for manuverabihty
and stability throughoutfull load cycles

0 SERVICABILITY
A

Tip up rollover protection structure for easier accessability to
hydrostatic components & steering linkage 3/8” steel rear
door on pm hinges makes routine maintenance a snap, bigger
batteries and starters, dual element air cleaners

0 SAFETY

EXCITING NEW CONCEPT
FOR SAFETY & COMFORT

“THE SEAT BAR"
Multi- purpose padded seatbar is In place MljlMhlKSt

I H 1 at topofcab When operator is seated, he mlllltlUjtm
BTYIH fastens seat belt before pulling down MigCpng■N | Wig seat bar Hear windowserves as emer-

genoy exit. If necessary
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oWith bar m place, spring lock is disen MmumM

gaged, activating foot pedals which op-
erate loader hydraulics. Foot pedals are [U/WjjMjM
preventing lift arms from moving

0 PRICE

CLARK DEALERS:
Carlisle, PA
PETERMAN

FARM EQUIPMENT
717-249-5338

.otTv .-'ri-- V Harrisburg, PA
'"™ *“-■ HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT

& SUPPLY CO.

Chambersburg, PA
CLUGSTON

IMPLEMENTING.
717-263-4103

BOBCAT...# 1
13 Models UpTo 3700 Pound Capacity 717-564-3031

Hatfield, PA
LCL CONSTRUCTION EQUIP.

SALE CO.
215-362-2510

Honey Grove, PA
NORMAN 0. CLARK

ft SON INC.
717-734-3682

Lititz, PA
KELLER BROS. TRACTOR CO.

717-626-2121
Martinsburg, PA

BURCHFIELD’S IWI.
814-793-2194

Myerstown, PA

SWOPE & BASHORE INC
717-933-4138

Slatington, PA
SCAT ENTERPRISES INC.

215-767-1711
Mill Hall. PA

DUNKLE& CRIED
717-726-3115

Rising Sun, Md.
AG-INDUSTRIAL
301-658-5568

Palm, PA
WENTZ

FARM SUPPLIES INC.
215-679-7164

Tunkhannock, PA
BARTRON FARM SUPPLY

717-836-3740

Ouarryville, PA
GRUMELLI’S
FARMSERV.
717-786-7318


