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No-till
NEWARK, Del. - No-till has

become such a popular production
practice in Delaware that the state
now leads the nation in percentage
of total no-till acreage. Having
helped introduce this cropping
system to local growers over the
past decade, University of
Delaware extension specialists
today are busy developing
refinements which will further
increase its benefits. Among
problems to be solved are soil
compacticr and poor seed ger-
mination - especially com - in
cold, wet ground. Better weed
control programs for no-till com
and full-season no-till soybeans are
also needed.

Extension agronomist Frank
Webb, has devoted much of his
time in recent years to developing
such production refinements. He
believes one way to get faster
seedling emergence and more
uniform stands may be to modify
the seedbed, using an in-row
subsoiler. This appears to improve
seedling emergence and sub-
sequent yields, particularly in no-
till com.

The process involves running a
shank into the soil to a depthof 8 or
16 inches directly beneath the row
immediately before planting com
or soybeans. Except for this in-row
tillage, farmers would follow a
regular no-till program. In field
trials over the past two years
results have been very promising,
Webb says, and he will be in-
vestigating the program further
this summer.

Farmers who grow no-till com
will have some new herbicide
options this year, the specialist
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refinements listed
reports. He has been studying the
use ofBladex in a no-till production
system and says the chemical has
been cleared for this use on com
for the 1984 growing season. The
material is effective on both
broadleaved and grassy weeds
when applied as recommended in
combination with other soil
residual chemicals.

“We have found that when used
at the proper rates on weeds at the
proper height, we can get very
effective control of existing
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vegetation as well as very ac-
ceptable season-long residual
weedcontrol,” the specialist says.

Webb also is working on a
similar herbicide program for full-
season no-till soybeans. Effective
weed control is critical with this
cropping system, which is gaining
momentum on Delmarva, par-
ticularly in Delaware. He is in-
vestigating the use of Bladex in
combination with other residual
materials - particularly Surflan -

as part of a total cropping plan.

BALER TWINE
EARLY ORDER
*167S abale »17°®abale

50 or more 10-50 bales
• 401b. Bale
• Brazilean
• Fully treated

SALE __

,39 12
2.69 2.19

32 6"

47 12”
.59 47

CAMPBELL SPRAYERS
Before You Buy - Check
Our Heavy Duty Frames

There Is A Difference
• All sprayers less pumps
• Trailers less tires
• All sprayers priced -

completely assembled

Reg.
$839.95
$998.95

$1199.95
$1649.95

SALE
*729**
•929**

•1099**
•1499**

Bladex won’t be cleared for this
use in 1984, the specialist says, but
what he has in mind is a program
which involves its use alone or with
Surflan roughly four weeks in
advance of planting. “With this
combination we can get vegetative
bumdown of existing weeds plus
season-long grass control,” he
says, “so the program could
enhance the acceptance of full-
season no-till soybean production
here in Delaware.”

For this year, since Surflan
already is cleared for this use, he
recommends growers consider
trying it in combination with 2,4-D
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as an early pre-plant (EPP)
treatment to eliminate
troublesome grasses and many
existing broadleaf weeds. These
materials can go on 30 to 90 days
before planting. Check fields at
planting to determine if a burn-
down treatment is needed then.
Also at planting, Webb recom-
mends applying Lorox for residual
broadleaf weed control. The
specialist is preparing a fact sheet
which will provide details on the
new use of Surflan. Copies should
be available soon at county ex-
tension offices in Newark, Dover
and Georgetown.
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