Brockett’s Ag Advice

By John E. Brockett
Farm Management Agent
Lewistown Extension Office

errors in cost cutting that I point
out have been ones I have made.
After this confession let us proceed
with some more ways to improve
the cost-return ratio.

Forage testing is a very useful

Hey out there in reader world!
Are you still bearing with me even
after I have probably stomped all
over your toes? If you are then
thank you. One thing that may be
of small comfort. Many of the
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tool. As with soil tests, I can not
figure out how any dairyman can
operate without it. Evidently a lot
of dairymen are subconsciously
tired of milking cows and are doing
their best to put themselves out of
business. It is too bad that those
who don’t like cows and the dairy
business don’t just sell out and
make room for those who are
serious about succeeding in the
business.

Forage testing can tell a farmer
what he has. From there a feed
program can balance what he has
with what the cow needs. But don’t
stop there - go on and use that
forage test for the many additional
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functions it can perform.

1. Check on quality - how well did
you do last year in producing home
raised feed? Can the excuses - I've
hear them all.

2. Gives an idea on how and
where you can reduce the more
expensive feed you are providing
your cows.

a. Can you reduce grain feed
intake to 1 to 5 or 1 to 6 for cows
after 120 days? If so will those
lower producing cows need ad-
ditional protein?

b. Are you over feeding protein
to high producers, to low
producers, to all cows?

c. Is ear corn plus soybean meal
less expensive than buying hay?
Could you cut cows from 2.5% of
body weight in hay equlvalent to
2% if it is?

selling per pound of actual grain
fed (should be ir: excess of 2)? Now
don’t look at your DHIA book to
answer this because you really
didn’'t know how much you fed
when you told the tester anyway.

3. Tells you if you have room to
play: did you know that the quality
of your forage can effect the
digestibility of the rest of the feed
your cows eat? You often won-
dered why cows seemed to do
better on that real good stuff didn’t
you?

Exotic feed programs are ex-
pensive. You may not need that
$1000 per ton miracle ingredient
{(probably don’t in fact). There is
nothing that can replace quality
forage. You can partially offset
low quality forage with a balancing
grain feed. Perhaps as a way of
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d. How much milk are you

(Turnto Page D28)
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Feed Mills, Water Tanks, Etc. FOR GROOVING CAN

With Aerial Equipment SAVE LOTS OF MONEY LATER

The TMI “EDGE" provides clean, straight grooves
in feed alleys, freestalls, holding lots and corners for
improved traction, heat detection and drainage and
the reduction of broken bones and splitting.

" If you need good paint, roof coatings,
or paint accessories at reasonable
prices, stop at our new outlet store.

Let's Salute Agriculture! ;
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going...and growing strong as a nation. §
The American farmer, stockman and all §
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4056A Newport Road -----------------------

Kinzers, PA 17535
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717-768-3239
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Darl M. Packard
224 S. Market St. 1514 Hollins St.
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FARMER BOY AG,

410 EAST LINCOLN AVE. MYERSTOWN, PA 17067 PH: 717-866- 7565

BEST IN DESIGN, PRICE AND EXPERIENCE

Coming... A NEW Alfalfa - Boyd's 84YW

¢ Verticilumn Wiit Resistant
* Anthracnose Resistant ¢ Phylophthora Root Rot

Very Limited Supply - Place Your Order Now

WHOLESALE & RETAIL

BOYDELL FARMS

302 lona Rd., Lebanon, PA 17042
Phone: 717-272-8943




