
Start with soil
DeKALB, D. Fertilizer costs

can comprise up to 25 to 30 percent
of today’s com crop input costs,
totaling as much as $6O to $BO per
acre. Efficient use and
management of this important

input is essential to productive and
profitable com production.

Basic strategy to obtain the most
return from each fertilizer dollar
includes a good soil testing
program, combined with tissue
testing and plant analysis. Also,
growers should set yield goals and
evaluate some of the new fertilizer
application technologies.

Ag banquet

set in Tioga
Sound fertilizer decisions

require current reliable soil test
information for each field. Know
what is available from the soil.
Next, set yield goals for your soil
types and growing conditions.
From this basic information the
grower can determine ap-
proximately the amount of
nutrients which must be appliedto
reach the yield goal. Soil tests
should be performed at least every
three years to provide accurate
information on nutrient
availability and lime
requirements. For no-till farmers,
recent research indicates that
sampling the upper three inches of
soil and the three-to-eight inch
layer separately provides better

WHITNEYVILLE - The Tioga
County Ag Banquet will be held on
Friday, March 23, at 7:30 p.m. in
the Youth Center in the Tioga
County Fairgrounds at Whit-
neyville, Pa. This banquet is the
annual meeting and awards
programs for the county
agricultural agencies.

Tickets for the Banquet are
available from the Agricultural
Stabilization & Conservation
Service; Bureau of Forestry;
Cooperative Extension Service;
Farmers Home Administration;
Soil Conservation Service; and the
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test to judge fertilizer needs
mendations and pH con-
siderations.

Another fertilizer application
technique called “strip banding” is
gaining much attention due to its
improved efficiency and the rising
cost of fertilizer. This concept

Next, growers may want to
consider some of the more efficient
options available for fertilizer
application. Splitting nitrogen
applications is not a new concept,
just one of increasing economic
interest. Good efficiency has been
shown by applying 50 to 75 percent
of the total nitrogen requirements
pre-plant or during planting,
followed by side dressing the
remaining 25 to 50 percent. A
saving of up to 30 lbs. of actual N
per acre can be realized without
sacrificing yield. Also, by side
dressing 25 to 50 percent of the
nitrogen and staying with the
recommended rate, a
corresponding yield increase can
be expected over the yield goal.

involves the application of
phosphate and potash in con-
centrated bands 20 to 30 inches
apart. Fluid fertilizers lend
themselves well to this technique,
but new application equipment is
opening this market to dry fer-
tilizer as well. The basic principle
behind the %‘strip” concept is that
the concentrated band of fertilizer
allows for better nutrient
availability and is less “tied up” in
the soil profile. University and
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independent research has shown
yield increases as great as 7 to 10
bushels per acre with the strip
application compared to broad-
cast.

Finally the efficient minded com
producer should make certain the
crop is optimizing nutrient uptake.
This is best determined by tissue
testing and plant analysis. Field
tissue tests at silking will indicate
if adequate levels of essential
nutrientsare in the plant. If results
indicate uptake problems, more
detailed plant analysis by a
university or commercial lab is
advised to help pinpoint the
problem.
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CATCH PEN .
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FEATURES
• Easily Operated By

One Person
• Easily Adjustable

For All Sizes of
Cattle

• Operates Left or
Right

• Double Link on
Doors For Extra
Strength

• One Side Spring
Loaded For Extra
Safety

PAUL B. ZIMMERMAN, INC.
Hardware • Farm Supplies

Custom Manufacturing • Crane Service
Box 128R.D. *4, Lititz, PA 17543

Wood Corner Rd.
1 Mite Westof Ephrata
Phone:7l7-738-1121

Specializing In Dairy Systems:
Tie Stall & Free Stall Complexes
Heifer & Veal Barns
Machinery Sheds
Republic Steel Buildings For Commercial Use

NEED RENOVATIONS...
OR A NEW BUILDING?

DON'T DELAY- CALL TODAY
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