
Fasnacht Tradition
(Continued from Page B4)

p.m.), andKen is assigned the job
of getting up at 3:00 a.m. to knead
it down. After that the dough rises
a second time before being rolled
mtofasnachts.

Bright and early on the big day,
Dottie gets up and turns on the gas
oven in the basement of the farm
house to heat the small basement
area where they will work. About
7:00 a.m. the work of rolling and
cutting begins. At this point, Aunt
Clara who lives down the road,
arrives to do her share. Dottie and
Clara roll and cut, roll and cut.

The Musser family makes
fasnachts with holes in them,
because that is their tradition.
They keep just afew of the “holes”
for deep frying, and the rest are
rolled up for additional doughnuts.
Pretty quickly the basement
begins to look, feel and smell like
bakery. There are cloth-covered
plywood boards everywhere, filled
with doughnuts which are now
rising for the third time. The room
is toasty warm, and the doughnuts
do their work while the two menset
the lard on the stove to begin to
heat.

Lard is preferred by Aunt Clara
who adds, “1 didn’t get used to
these oils. I don’t use too many
substitutes.”

Dottie uses a long pan, about
eight inches deep for the actual
cooking of the fasnachts. It covers
two burners of the stove, and will
hold about a dozen fasnachts. She
has a thermometer in it at all
tunes. After all, she doesn’t want
them ruined at this stage of the
game.

This basement room, spotlessly
clean, with a cement floor which
lends itself to hosing down, is
perfect for fasnachts, but also
perfect for preparing sweet corn
for the freezer. Aunt Clara is in on
that one, too, in fact wouldn’t miss
it. “I enjoy doing it,” she says.

With the oil is hot, a fasnacht is put
in for testing. Hie oil does not quite
react as it should, so the women
wait. Soon though, they drop the
raised fasnachts into the lard, and
the familiar sizzle tells them it is
perfect. Pat’s job is to watch the
fasnachts, turning them once, and
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taking them out when they are
done. Dottie says, “Pat has a good
eye.” As she takes them out she
puts a few in a bowl with paper
toweling, to get off excess fat and
hands them over to Dottie and
Aunt Clara who spread them out to
dry on paper toweling on top of
newspapers which cover every
available surface.

Clara says they are only good
when they have a “white belly,”
meaning the doughnuts should be
raised so high that a small ring in
the middle doesn’t quite get
browned by the lard as the
fasnachts cook.

Presently Ken shows up from the
work he is doing at the dairy, and
gets the pleasure of tasting the
first fasnacht fresh from the fat.
As Dottie pulls it open, it appears
perfect, and Ken happily goes off
to eat the delicacy.

Soon Dottie insists that the
helpers (this includes me, who has
done nothing but take pictures and
a relative who dropped in with her
small son to watch the
proceedings) taste the fasnachts.
She says that her family eats it
with lots of butter and King’s
syrup. Since I have never eaten
them this way, she gives me a
demonstration, and I happily
munch on this wonderful taste
treat. Is there anything quite so
good as a fresh fasnacht literally
dripping with butter and syrup?
This is no time to count calories.

As the cooking continues the
atmosphere is jovial. Dottie says,
“We have to have a system.” And
so these three women each know
their job and by 10:30 a.m. the last
of the fasnachts have been dipped
from the hot fat, the stove turned
off and the outside door opened to
get some fresh air.

There is only the cleaning up to
be done, and the best part of all -

packing them in dozens and half
dozens to be delivered to relatives
who benefit from all this work.
And, Dottie adds that she doesn’t
believe m waiting until Fasnacht
Day to eat them, though they do
freeze well.

And so, the Mussers have
carried out the tradition for yet
another year, a tradition which is
not just fun, but also delicious!

Almost Identical
Not Mickey Mouse

FULL SIZE
i

iK
, J

(200 Groups
In Stock) pr!ceash *300.00

50 Deluxe Horizontal Audio
Cabinets

Slide Out Shelf... Storage Space
Adjustable Shelves

Reg. Retail Price $389.95

Glass Doors.

OUR CASH PRICE *125.00
25 Deluxe Video Cabinets

TwoDoors... Slide Out Shelf.. Storage Drawer
Reg. Retail Price $489.95

25 TV Tables
Shelf... Wheel Casters

Reg. Retail Price $119.95

OURCASHPRICE '29.95 S\

Other TV Stands And Audio Cabinets In Stock (Not Pictured) At TheSamePrices AsListed Above

400 Wooden Lamps
37” Tall Reg. Retail Price $75.00

26V4" Tall Reg. Retail Price $49.95

OUR CASH PRICE '17.95

30 Pine Tables
With 4 Chairs

Reg. Retail Price $329.95
OUR

price *99.95
1 WEEK ONLY

AT THIS PRICE

UNCLAIMED FREIGHT CO. AND
LIQUIDATION SALES, INC.

LANCASTER STORE HOURS: YORK CARLISLE3019 Hempland Rd Mon thru Fn 4585 West Market St 1880Harrisburg PikeLancaster.PA 9am.to9pm. York,PA Carlisle PA717-397-6241 Saturday 9a m to 5p m 717-792-3502 717-249-5718OPEN SUNDAY 12 spm (Carlisle Pike)

6 PC. PINE
GROUPS

With Party Ottoman
Reg. Retail Price $1099.95

OUR CASH PRICE $149.95

OUR CASH PRICE ‘22.95

Designed with the professional logger in mind.
Excellent as a pulpwood or heavy-duty limbing saw
Built to stand up in cold, icy conditions as well as
hot, dry climates.
A unique saw that features high power, low weight
and the latest in human engineering.

STOLTZFUS A & B SALES
WOODWORK & SERVICE

RO Gap. PA Box 183 2 Milas Southol Rt 23 Alor* 772
1 Mile NorthRt 897 From Gap Thru Montaray •RO 1Ranks. PA

GOOD'S STORE
At tha Country Mart,

RD2, EaatEarl
Routa 23 - JustEast ol Bkra Ball

717-354-4026

MARTIN HARDWARE
& EQUIPMENT CO.

WES STAUFFER
SALES & SERVICE

Rt 501 I'/i MHm South otSchMffcrslown PA
Phont 717 949-6817

RD3Ephrata. PA
Phona <717)738-4215

EphrataExit Naw Rt 222 MilaWast on Rt 322
Turn laftonto Ptaasant Vallay Rd

STIHII
THE WORLD’S LARGEST SELLING CHAIN SAW

200 Brass
Hall Trees

Reg. Retail Price
$98.95

OUR CASH
PRICE >19.95>25.00

Pedestal
PLANT STAND

Green Marble Top (Close-Out)

OUR CASH PRICE >9.95
(40 In Stock)

SquareVictorian
PLANT
STAND

Green Marble Top
(40 in Stock)
(Close-Out)

OUR CASH PRICE

Vs'A.-Vll

II
No Refunds... No Exchanges... Cash & Carry

MASTERCARD... VISA... CHOICE... FINANCING CAN BE ARRANGED
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS _

ir


