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Clubs Make Food Baskets

ELVERSON — In an effort to
demonstrate the true meaning of
Christmas, 13 Twin Valley clubs and
classes joined resources to
make Christmas food baskets for
families in the Twmin Valley
District. A total of 31 baskets were
put together, with money donated
by the clubs, classes and canned
goods donated by individual
students.

Groups which contributed were:
German Club, Future
Homemakers of America, Audio-
visual club, Varsity Club, Future

Business Leaders of America,
Choirs, Yearbook, Class of 1984,
Class of 1985, Class of 1987, and
Future Farmers of America.

Chris Cylcewski, chairman of
the FFA Building Our American
Communities committee, took
charge of the combined effort. The
Steeple of People group distributed
the baskets 1n the community.

As one club advisor stated, ““All
year we sell things in the com-
munity, this 1s our opportunity to
show our appreciation and do
something for the commumnity.”

Pa. crop production cited

HARRISBURG — Penn-
sylvania’s 1983 production of
wheat, barley and rye was more
than production in 1982, but
production of oats declined, ac-
cording to the Pennsylvania Crop
Reporting Service.

Production of winter wheat was
8,580,000 bushels, five percent
above 1982. The 220,000 acres
harvested was four percent below
last year. Yield per harvested acre
was 39 bushels, three bushels
ahove 1982. Barley production was
3,850,000 bushels, three percent
above a year ago. Acreage har-
vested was 70,000 with an average
yield of 55 bushels per acre.

Rye production was 578,000
bushels, 42 percent above last
year. Acreage harvested was
17,000 with an average yield of 34
bushels per acre. Oats production
was 16,200,000, 18 percent below
last year. acreage harvested was
300,000 with an average yeld per
acre of 54 bushels.

Pennsylvania farmers seeded
230,000 acres of winter wheat 1n the
fall of 1983 for the 1984 crop, about
the same as last year. Rye
seedings for all purposes
amounted to 80,000 acres in the fall
of 1983, 20,000 acres more than last

year.

National production of winter
wheat, barley and oats in 1983
declined, while rye was above 1982
production levels. Production of
winter wheat totaled 1.99 billion
bushels, six percent below 1982.
Barley production was estimated
at 519 million bushels, one percent
below the record high 522 million
bushels produced in 1982.

United States oats production
was 477 million bushels, 23 percent
than the 1982 crop. Total rye
production at 28.2 million bushels
1s 34 percent above 1982 produc-
tion. .

Farmers 1n the United States
seeded 64.9 million acres of winter
wheat in the fall of 1983 for the 1984
crop, four percent above last

Smoketown Dairy Sales

(Continued from Page B32)

“Everything's fine, | just got done
delivering a caif.””

In 1972, Fritz’s career took an
important turn with a call from
friend John Peila. Peila had found
a purebred herd available for
dispersal 1in Vermont if Gordon
would like to have a look.

Fritz sums 1t up. ““‘So I bought
‘em, brought ‘em home, put up a
big tent, and we had a sale. And
except for all the fuses we blew
trying to tie into the house’s
electricity, 1t was a big success,
too.”

The following year Fritz's
neighbors Ben and Margaret
Deverter solved his cattle housing
problems by presenting him with
their garage which was scheduled

year’s seedings. Rye acres seeded
across the nation totaled 2.98

to be torn down. The hitch? Only
one. Move it, and 1t’s yours.

Fritz soon had an appropriate
foundation built, and through the
ingenuity of John and Mose Byler
and John Petersheim, the entire
garage was transported intact on
steel rollers to its new home next
door.

With Fritz's two sons Ron and
Gordie putting their shoulders into
the business, Smoketown Quality
Dairy Sales Co., was ready to sell
cattle by December, 1973.

During the early days, Fritz
owned all of the livestock offered
at his sales, but as word spread of
his success, farmers began to
press Gordon to sell on con-
signment as well.

During those first eight years,
Fritz estimates that he owned
about 80% of the cattle he sold, a
figure that began changing slowly

rullion, up eight percent from 1982. at first, and then quite
dramatically during 1982.
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With the dairy market floun-
dering last summer, Fritz decided
to change his strategy. During the
last. third of 1982 over %0% of his
cattle were sold on consignment
basis with seven of Fritz's last 10
sales representing herd dispersals,
largely from the New England
states.

And if sales attendance and
receipts are measures of success,
then the approach seems to be
working. Despite competition from
four other area sales on December
9, for example, Smoketown posted
a record attendance of 119
registered bidders who paid an
average of $1135.00 for Fritz’s herd
of 34 cows, heifers, and calves.

But the cattle business can
hardly be termed a rose garden
with Gordon and Heleun yoked to an
enterprise that commands as
much as 15 hours of each day. And
with Fritz’s 82-year-old father,
John, still active in the business
and offering his own cows at
Gordon’s last two sales, retirement
and a life of leisure can hardly be
termed a Fritz tradition.

Watching Gordon 1n action, 1t’s
apparent that the man could
probably sell most anything.
Cattle? Of course. Snowmobiles in
Jamaica? No doubt.

If he had it to do over again
would he opt for a repeat per-
formance?

‘‘Absolutely. And I'd make room
for more, too!”’

For the man at the reins of
“Cowtown in the Little Town of
Smoketown”’, there could be no
other answer.
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Operating Loans

Fertiizer Plants

Seed Fuel

Herbicides Breeding Fees
Pesticides Taxes and Insurance
Reparrs Rent

Livestock and
Pouitry Loans
Gilts Cows
Layers Steers
Feeder Pigs Broilers
Calves Chicks
Sows Heifers
Pullets Bulls

Equipment Loans

Tractors Manure Pumps
Balers Farrowing Stalls
Combines Milking Parlors
Grain Dryers  Irngation Equipment
Harvesters Trucks

Haybines Egg Gatherers
Generators Grinder Mixers

Silo Unloaders Bunk Feeders
Brooders

Roosters
Mules
Turkeys

Ag-Business Loans
Feedmilis :
Hatcheries '= l: ‘) %

Equipment Dealers |

Fertilizer Dealers and - - i

Manufacturers ,

Nurseries K . /

Seed Dealers » , - )
Processors k

15 to 33 HP Models

The Yanmar tractor line gives you power
and reliability at a surprising price It has
all the features and performance proven
dependability that you expect from top-
quality Yanmar tractors Before you
decide, come see our value packed
Yanmar tractors; their features and price
are tough to beat
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Big Loans

Barns Silos

Additional Land Manure Storage
Feedlots Pouitry Housing
Expansion Dairy Facilities
Equipment Hog Setups
Modernization

Emergency Loans
Livestock Loss Flood Loss
Crop Loss Wind Loss
Hail Loss Hospital

Fire Loss Estate Taxes

Family Loans

Kitchens Washers and Dryers
Cars Home Remodeling
Education Landscaping
Vacations Lawn and Garden
Furniture Equipment

» Position Control
* Cold Weather

* Rugged all gear
transmission &

power shift Thermostat Commonwealth National can
¢ Yanmar Diesel * 4 Season Versatility help you with all your financial
engine with e Tight Turning needs With money counsel

estate planning or investment
advice Give one of our farming
spectahsts a call nght now at
393 5601

exclusive swirl pre Radius
combustion chamber

* 3 point hitch for
fast hookups

* 2 0r 4 wheel drive

* Wide range of
Yanmar implements
to match

s Live High Capacity
Hydraulic System

* Sealed Bevel Gear
Front Drive

MARTIN HARDWARE & EQUIPMENT CO.

Rt 501 1Y: Miles South of Schaefferstown PA
Phone 717 949 6817
Open Mon Fri Bto8, Wed 8to12 Sat 8to5

Tractors and Implements

A World
of Difference

SERVING THE
AGRICULTURAL
COMMUNITY OF
SOUTH CENTRAL

PENNSYLVANIA
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