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Cavity Reports

(Continued from Page B10)

been drinking water from the
Bolan River, which is rich in
fluoride. Therefore, it is im-
possible to compare the dental
health of the population at dif-
ferent periods; fluoride protected
the teeth of all.

“It's a rather unhappy finding in

us to investigate the problem of
caries incidence and agriculture,”
Lukacs says.

The heavily fluoridated water in
the river comes from the melting
snow in the mountains to the west
of Mehrgarh, mountains heavy in
deposits of the mineral fluorite,
from which fluoride is derived.

some ways because it doesn’t allow

ANCIENT SOURCE OF TOOTH PROTECTION

Natural fluoride in Bolan River water
has helped harden the enamel (I} of
developing teeth in children, even in
prehistoric Mehrgarh. Teeth from ancient
skeletons show a high leve! of fluoride
intake. Once ingested, it is absorbed

by the dentin (2) and enamel through the
blood vessels in the pulp (3). In mature
teeth, fluoride absorbed by contact with
the tooth makes it resistant to decay-
causing acids. Experts think fluoride
also inhibits formation of these acids.
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For
MANURE HANDLING
EQUIPMENT

Semi- and Liquid Spreaders -
Ground Driven - Easy Running
Priced Reasonably

PIT ELEVATORS

ALLIS CHALMERS AND
WISCONSIN POWER UNITS

COMPACT ROTO BEATERS
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HAND-O-MATIC BUNK FEEDERS
NOW IN STOCK FOR
EASY SILAGE DISTRIBUTION

PLATE SHEARING & -
PRESS BRAKE WORK

APPROX. 1200 NEW VICTOR
ANIMAL TRAPS
ENTIRE LOY *1.00 EACH

SMUCKER

WELDING & MANUFACTURING

2110 Rockvale Road
Lanc., PA 17602
PH:(717)687-9198

T GotGrain? Then get the trailers that
are Timpte tough .. the Super
Hopper or the level floor Super
Grain Trailer. They're not only built
to take it...they're also builtto cut .
fuel costs. The Super Hopper and

BLUE BALL,

“The concentration of fluoride in
the Bolan River is 2 milligrams per
liter,” says Lukacs. Normally,
water contains less than half this
amount.

In studying the teeth of
prehistoric skeletons, Lukacs is
interested in three factors: the
structure of the teeth of the entire
population, which, because teeth
have their own “genetic code,’” can
help document the origin and
migration patterns of a group;
tooth size, which is a key to
determining the subsistence
pattern of a prehistoric
population; and tooth pathology,
indications of disease.

Lukacs studied more than 1,000
prehistoric teeth from Mehrgarhin
his research, which was supported
by the national Geographic
Society. He found that the caries
rate was a mere 1.3 percent, and
that the rate of tooth loss before
death was less than 1 percent.

Spots and Pitting

The Oregon anthropologist
points out two other factors in the
high rate of fluorosis, which was so
extensive that it often led to brown
spots and the pitting of the teeth.

One is that people drink more
water when they live in arid
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tropical climates such as that at
Mehx-garl_l. The other is that the
prehlst:oqlc peoples in the area, like
those living there today, probably
washed their food in the water
from the Bolan River. The result
was a high fluoride intake.

Lukacs also has words of caution
for other scientists working with
prehistoric skeletons who find low
caries rates.

“They may be a little too casual
when they say this is due to a
hunting-and-gathering society, or
to characterize the people they are
working with as nonagricultural,”
he says. “They’ve got to be a little
more careful. It’s no great time-
consumning chore to take a sample
of water and have it tested for
fluoride.”

First Female Ag Agent Dies

BALTIMORE — Beatrice Cissel
Pfefferkorn, 75, of West Friend-
ship, a Howard county native and
Maryland’s first female Extension
agricultural agent, died recently at
Union Memorial Hospital in
Baltimore after a long illness.

Mrs. Pfefferkorn was well-
known to rural leaders throughout
the state as a teacher, volunteer 4-
H leader, and Grange officer.
Known to three generations of 4-H
members as “Aunt Bea,” Mrs.
Pfefferkorn was appointed on
March 6, 1944, as an assistant
agricultural agent in Howard
county for the Cooperative Ex-
tension Service of the University of
Maryland. She served in that

position until June 30, 1949,

Mrs. Pfefferkorn’s break into
what had been exclusively a male
domain was occasioned by a
shortage of young men in rural
areas during World War II.

BREAKING MILK RECORDS!

Lancaster Farming Carries
DHIA Reports Each Month!
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HEATING PADS

Stanfield

Product

The Proven Plan To Increase Your
Hog Confinement Profits.

Stanfield® Heat
Pads are the lowest
cost source of extra
heat\ for your young

pigs in your hog
confingment operat-
ion. \

TRI-COUNTY

SWINE SYSTEMS

CUHitch onto quality”

‘

608 E. Evergreen Rd.
Lebanon, PA 17042 .

(717) 274-3488
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:00 to 4:30

Twins are Tough.

the level floor Super Grain Trailers
arclightweightandacrodynamically
designied to reduce wind drag.
When there's grain to be hauled.
Timpte does the haulin bestand

- pullsaloteasier than the rest.




