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know of. They were just plamn
folks, Mennonite farmers who in
the early 1700’s were invited by
William Penr to come to Penn-
sylvania and help to settle and
populate the wildemess of Penn's
Woods.

1 often wondered what it must
have been like to uproot your
family from the homeland and
move to a wild, and unsettied land
across the sea. After visiting a land
as beautiful as Switzerland, I am
convinced that those emigrants
didn't leave because of the
mountains, or the land or the
lovely forests. They were under
persecution because of their
Religious beliefs and only sought
refuge in a foreign land so that
they could be free to worship and to
avoid military service. I'm sure
that they were haunted by the
memories of the beautiful land
they would never see again.

Swiss farming is unique. There
are fairly large valley farms,
cultivated much the same way we
do here. Small grains like wheat,
barley and oats are common. They
air for high yields by controlling
diseases and weeds and fertilize
heavily with manure and chemical
fertilizers. But the striking dif-
ference between our farms and the
Swiss becomes evident when we
visit the Alpine regions of Swit-
zerland.

Our rural tour of Switzerland
included a visit to a summer
mountain pasture farm, high in the
Alps above the Simme valiey. It is
owned by the Buehler famulv, who
also own land 1n the vallcy, where
they breed Simmental cattle. The
high Alpine pastures are grazed
from May to October. The herd is
moved on foot up to the highland
pastures in spring, with all of the
time honored tradition of cowbells,
fancy costumes, flowers and
yodling!
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