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Grange urges feed grain purchase plan

HARRISBURG — The Penn-
sylvania State Grange has
requested that the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture and U.S.
Congress implement an
Emergency Grain Purchase
Program to help farmers who
grow feed corn for livestock and
who have been affected by the
severe drought that hit 15 Penn-
sylvania counties.

In letters to U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture John Block and U.S.
Senators John Heinz and Arlen
Specter, State Grange Master
Charles Wismer said, ‘“Under the
plan we propose, grain farmers
would be permitted to buy surplus
Commodity Credit Corporation
stocks of feed corn at the county

loan rate for corn, or $2.91 per-

bushel. Farmers could buy an
amount equal to the .difference
between the average yield and this

eligible livestock purchased before
August1,1983.”

“Figures on average yields are
available for every farmer at his
county Agricultural Stabilization
and Conservation Service (ASCS)
office. The USDA staff is already
in place in counties to implement
this program,’” he added.

A similar program was used by
the federal government in the
1960’s and 1970’s for victims of
drought, Wismer said. Emergency
feed grain and disaster payments
are no longer available from the
federal government, and to revive
or institute a program requires an
act of Congress.

The Grain Purchase Program
would help beef and dairy farmers
who grow their own feed grain, but
would not help those who market
their corn, Wismer admitted.
“Beef and dairy farmers are hit
twice,” he said. Not only do they

year’s yeild. Grain must be fed to
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COUNTRY BOY MANUFACTURING

have the financial loss of corn
crops, but they also must buy
replacement feed on the market at
current high prices brought on by
the PIK program and the
drought.”

According to the State ASCS
office, the total loss in Penn-
sylvania corn crops is $126 million.
The USDA State Emergency
Board has approved requests for
federal relief from the 15 drought
stricken counties for eight percent
disaster loans through the Far-
mers Home Administration.
Governor Dick Thornburgh must
submit a formal request to USDA
for drought disaster emergency
declaration, which is then subject
to approval by Secretary Block.

“Loans are fine,” Wismer said,
“but they are at best = last resort
for farmers.”

The Grange also has asked the
Pennsylvania Milk Marketing

GRAIN

Board to hold hearings to increase
the price of Class I fluid milk to
consumers by one cent per quart to
offset high production costs for
dairy farmers. “This would be a
temporary increase instituted on a
regional basis in counties most
severly affected by the drought,”
he said. “The increase would be
passed on to farmers to offset high
feed costs during the winter
months.”

A temporary price hike was
granted during the 1960’s when
drought affected feed prices for
Pennsylvania dairy farmers.
Before an increase could be
granted, public hearings must be
held by the Milk Marketing Board
at which both farmers and con-
sumers have the opportunity to

testify.

Silver Canadius named
“Most Classic Arabian”

MANHEIM — Silver Canadius, a
purebred Arabian stallion, won the
prestigious ‘'‘Most Classic
Arabian” class at the Eastern All-

won the honor twice before. Alsoin

this show, four of his offspring won

ribbons and money prizes.
Silver Canadius, a son of a

threfy)

Arabian Show held recently at
Devon.

Canadius, owned by John and
Doreen Christensen, Manheim R4,

times National Top Ten Park
Horse, has also wbn in Halter
Championship competitions.
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BROCK BINS

' Select from dozens of models, all with ad-
vanced features that make your BROCK
bin a better buy. Such as our exclusive
Cam-Lock Door that needs no tools to
open or close, our standard equipment top
ladder and hand rail (that others charge
. extra for, where available at alf), and

BROCK's outstanding quality smaterial
and construction. R «ﬁ

See us now for your best buy in grain
holding, drying, and storage.
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Flat belts shipped

New Replacement same day as order

Belts For Farm
Machines
* Bale Thrower Beits

*52.00
* Grove-Gehl-Int.-S.U.
Wagon Box Belts

‘98 to *120

Also Available Bean Picker Belts & Big
Round Baler Belts

Any flat belt can be custom made for your
farm machinery (cleats installed). Belts
shipped same day by UPS.

For more information, write:

GobGabel

Rt. 16, Chafiee, New York
Phone Collect: 716-496-6025

B

Use our unique methdd of install-
ing a one piece mat under a row
of cows. Prevents movement
of mat and bedding from
underneath.
All “row’ and single
mats are cut from

belting.

Fill Your
Grain Bins
Fast,
Evenly,
Efficiently
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Shivvers
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grain dryer
performance

FANS
RAIN...

Shivvers' automatic continuous flow
grain drying systems are engineered to.
give long-last, high quality performancg)";)
for most on-the-farm drying needs
Shivvers is so confident in the ability of

Grain its systems to perform as promised that
Aeration the drying capacity for each Performance
Systems Package is warranted in writing.
and The Shivvers
Grain Bin e
Drying
Systems

COMPLETE SYSTEMS, EQUIPMENT, SALES, INSTALLATION,
SERVICE FOR CATTLE, HOG, POULTRY AND GRAIN

2754 CREEK HILL RD., LEOLA, PA 17540

PHONE: 717-656-4151
* SERVING PA, N.J. and N.Y.

Store Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30t04:30 Sat.7:30t0o11:30 (Parts Only)
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