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Pioneer celebrates
BY TRISH WILLAIMS of Delaware agronomists, William

Mitchell and Merle Teal, explained
the research work that is being
conducted at the station.

MIDDLETOWN, Del. Pioneer
seed company hosted over 500
visitors to its Middletown test
station Wednesday in an in-
formative celebration of its 25th
anniversary of corn breeding
research at Middletown. Visitors
came from a three state area and
included agronomists from the
University of Delaware, Penn
State University, and the
University ofMaryland.

Farmers hard hit by severe
weather conditions this growing
season came to learn how they
could possibly improve their
cropping systems to obtain higher
crop yields inthe comingyears.

Pioneer plant breeders,
agronomists, technicians and field
representatives guided visitors
through research and demon-
stration plots of com, soybeans,
sorghum, and alfalfa. Pioneer
personnel, assisted by University

Station Manager Tom Ishler and
his support staff conduct research
to develop new seed com varieties
suitable for production primarily
in the mid-Atlantic states.
Professor Mitchell works with
Ishler to conduct test plot and field
research on how Pioneer products
perform under all types of
management practices ... tillage
methods, insecticide and herbicide
application, and planting and
harvestingtechniques.

As part of the the tour Mitchell,
Teal, and graduate student Cheryl
Stevens discussed how Pioneer
com varieties performance was
effected by such management
practices as no-till planting, ridge
planting, planting in the row of
soybean stubble versus between
the row, and planter fertilization

farmers despite the drought, Pioneer could meet their seed
corn needs for next year.

25th year at Middletown Station
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Station Manager, Tom Ishler, right and technician Evans stand before a display of

inbred corn varietiesthey use to develop new seed corn varieties
know how the drought will effect
seed prices for next year," said
Wichmann. “Fortunately, last
year’s crop was very large.”

Because of this large supply
Pioneer reduced its seed crop
acreage this year, like many other
seed companies, only to be hit with
dry conditions.

“To compensate for the short
seed supply this growing season,
we have increased the acreage of
our winter planting in Florida,”
Wichmann reassured. “We our
presently planting our Florida
seed crop now, it will be harvested
in late February and March, and
will be available to farmers in late
March ”

versus broadcast fertilization.
Pioneer Eastern Division

President Robert Wichmann
addressed the visitors as part of a
noon time program. Wichmann
said that Pioneer decided 25years
ago to locate the corn breeding
research station in Middletown
rather than in Lancaster, Pa.,
because corn in the Middletown
area is more subject to insect and
weed problems, which is helpful in
analyzing a new variety’s
resistance to disease.

Wichmann said that Pioneer like
many farmers has been hard hit be
the effects of the drought,reducing
this year’s seedcrop yield.

“I know you are all anxious to

Addressing the farmers Wich-
mann said, “We are confident if
you work with your Pioneer
representative in selection of seed
com varities. Pioneer will have no
problem in meetingyour needs at a
reasonble price.”

Professor Mitchell speaking
before the group, praised Pioneer
for the leadership that it has
provided in Delaware and
throughout the country in com
breedingresearch.

“Going way back,” said Mit-
chell, “I have enjoyed a long love
affair withPioneer 312A.”

I have worked with Pioneer for
years to develop com varieties
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I SMART FARMERS KNOW THE ANSWERS!!
I HOW? They Cover Their Investments with an OnduMnc Roof. [
■ WHEN? — Now, During the Onduline Factory $3,00 per sq. Rebate i
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with Ondußne you OndulfaieThe Lifetime Reefing

DON'T HAVE TO TEAR
OFF THE OLD ROOF TO

PUT UP A NEW ONE

The Lifetime Roofing

Form roofing
thot won't rust,
rot, or corrode.

New lifetime limited
warranty*.
7 colors and 2 textures.
Used in over 60 countries
around the world. Now made
in the U.S.

In today’s economy, more and more farmers are
re-roofing. And whether it’s re-roofing or new
construction, Ondulinesaves you money.

Onduline’s asphalt-impregnated panels are so
lightweight, they can be installed right overyour
old roof, savingyou time and labor costs. You’ll
save energy costs, too, because your new double
roof will provide added insulation.

And Onduline lasts. Unlike metal roofing, it
won't rust or corrode. In fact, Onduline is so
durable, it’s backed by the industry’s only
Lifetime Limited Warranty.*

SEE YOUR LOCAL
OnduHne’ No special tools needed

■■

• 25 years for commercial applications The Lifetime Roofing * The terms of the lifetime limited warranty are avail-
able from any Onduline dealer.DEALER TODAY

ASK ABOUT OUR 3.00 PER SQUARE REBATE DIRECT FROM ONDULINE
' ■
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