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SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Stanley
Korona, president of Eastern Milk
Producers Cooperative, today
announced that effective April 7,
Northern Farms Cooperative, of
Montpelier, Vt. became affiliated
members of Eastern. Korona
noted the public anouncement was
delayed pending the response of a
second Vermont cooperative
which had been offered a nearly
identical affiliation. The other
cooperative, however, decided ona
full merger with a different
organization.

Under the affiliation Northern
Farms Ccoperative will retain its
-ldentity as one of the oldest and
most resnected dairy
organizetions m Vermont. Iis
members gamn important benefits
as affihated Eastern members
while keeping their own
cooperative structure and state
office 1ntact. Northern Farms
personnel continue to service the
membership from Montpelier.

Northern President, Arthur
Huestis, said, *‘Northern members
wanted to keep the tradition and
wdentity of the cooperative alive.
Although we needed the marketing
clout Eastern would provide, we
didn’t want to be lost in a larger
orgamization. Northern was for-
tunate to negotiate an affiliation
which accomplishes both goals.”
He added, “*We have a long term
contract, voting representation on
the Eastern Board, delegates at
policy meetings, service charges
identical to other Eastern mem-
bers - and yet Northern Farms
keeps its 1dentity.

Eastern 1s pleased with the af-
fihation, according to General
Manager Michael Donovan. “*The
agreement proves the fun-
damental commitment we have
made to milk marketing 1n Ver-
mont. Including previous Eastern
members, we are now responsible
for marketing the production of
about 250 Vermont dairymen”,
Donovan said.

Eastern agrees to guarantee the
milk markct for Northern
produce's, and to guarantee
paymwe2i. for milk shipped by all
member datry farmers. Ad-
ditionally, Northern farmers are
ehgible to participate i Eastern
group Insurance plans and other
member services. Among these
services 1s the Dairy Products
Distribution Program, with annual
sales of $5 mullion, which discounts
quality cheeses, dairy products
and other foods and supplies to
members.

The mmtial affiliation contract 1s

Northern Farms Co-op affiliates with Eastern

18 months, followed by automatic
renewal terms of one year.
Leaders of both Eastern and
Northern.expect the affilhation to
continue many years Into the
future because of the benefits to
both parties. Eastern galns
marketing strength and flexibility;
Northern gains market protection
for the lowest possible cost.

Korona explained that Northern
affiliates will pay regular Eastern
dues and equity. ‘‘Eastern eguity
1s only 5 cents per hundred pounds,
on a pay-as-you-ship basis. We do
not require large equty con-
tributions ‘up front’, as do some
other dairy cooperatives”, Korona
noted. “‘The Eastern board and
management are sensttive to the
financial pressure dairy farmers
are experiencing, so our policy has
been to keep equuty levels as low as
possible.”

The recently concluded af-
fihation agreement has roots
extending to past turmoll 1n New
England milk marketing. Huestis
said, ‘*Eastern was a major factor
1n helping our cooperative recover
from the Deary Brothers
bankruptcy last year. They offered
to market the production of our
affected members and have been
domng so successfully since that
time. Our Board was impressed at
Eastern’s market savvy and their
ability to operate with such ef-
ficiency.” Huestis believes af-
fihation discussions were a natural
outgrowth of the fine relationship
which developed between the two
cooperatives,

Northern President Huestis
already has been seated on the
Eastern Board of Directors. Leo
Connor, Sr., of Bridport, continues
as director of Eastern District #5.

Maurice Castagner, Executive
Secretary of Northern, said, ‘'‘The
last several years have been dif-
ficult for cooperative 1n Vermont -

it has been a time of uncertainty.
Qur members now express greater
confidence 1n the future - a positive
change 1 belreve has resulted from
this affiliation.”

Eastern Milk Producers 1s the
largest dawry cooperative in the
Northeast, with more than 4,000

members mn Pennsylvama, New
York, Vermont, and Delaware.
The cooperative annually markets
approximately 2 billion pounds of
milk to manufacturing and flud
milk customers. These marketings
have a value of about $240 million
dollars. -

Farm fuel bill cited

HARRISBURG — Sen. Edward
W. Helfrick (R-27th) introduced
legislation this week which will
benefit the agribusiness com-
munities throughout Penn-
sylvania. On Monday, the chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture and
Rural Affairs Committee
presented an amendment to the
legislature which will modify the
Fuel Use Tax Act.

Senate Bill 762, explains
Helfrick, will exclude diesel-
powered bulk feed vehicles from
paying the fuel use tax. Earlier
this year, Helfrick introduced
similar legislation, SB 379, which
provides the same tax exclusion
for gasoline-powered bulk feed
trucks. SB 379 was referred to the
Senate Finance Committee on
Feb. 24.

Pennsylvania’s eight cent excise
tax is not imposed on fuel used by,
sold or delivered for use in farm
machinery or equipment that is
engaged in the production or
harvesting of farm or agricultural
products. This applies to equip-
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CONTROL WEEDS
IN ALFALFA WITH

BUTYRAC-:.

Apply 2 to 4 weeks after alfalfa
emerges. Controls broadleaf weeds in
seedling or established legumes. This
remarkable selective action — killing
many broadleaf weeds without affecting
certain broadleal crops — has been
proven by research men and commercial
growers throughout the country.

We are distributors for a complete line of

WEED KILLERS

P. L. ROHRER & BRO.,- INC.

Ph: 717-299-2571

ment used within a ten-mile radius
of the farm homestead.

The fuel use tax exemption, if
this legislation is passed, would be
expanded to include diesel-
powered bulk feed trucks
“designed and used to deliver
animal feed in bulk when used off
highways for actual production
and dissemination of bulk feed
products.” These sales and
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deliveries must be supported by
satisfactory documents.

SB 762 has been referred to the
Senate Finance Committee which is
chaired by Sen. Edward L. Howard
(R-10th). Cosponsors of this
legislatior include: Noah W.
Wenger, R-36; David J. Brighthill,
R48; James E. Ross, D-47;
Michael A. O’Pake, D-11; and Tim
Shaffer, R-21.

Phone: 717-394-3047
or 717-626-1164

SPECIAL INVENTORY REDUCTION SALE

ON

e MODEL 100
Reg. $3,143.00

e MODEL 120
Reg. $3,291.00

SALE szoqooo

s
P> 6ot A FREE 42" Rotary Mower
with the purchase of each
of the above.

FORD LAWN & GARDEN TRACTORS

sae *1995%

Get AFREE 34" Mower

e MODEL 111, 11 HP
Reg. $2286.00
ONE ONLY

Get A FREE 42" Mower

SALE $ 1 42 500
SALE s 1 63500

NEW FORD LAWN TRACTORS

Real tractor construction and power to take a 34" or 42" mower across the lawn Settle
back and ride in the comfort of a deep-cushioned seat with backrest Operating con-
venience, too with combination clutch-brake pedal. positive gear steering, parking brake
and visible fuel gauge Safety electric start prevents starting unless brake 1s *on” Take
your pick 8 HP or 11-HP

e MODEL 81, 8 HP
Reg. $2055.00
ONE ONLY

®
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717-949-6501
Rt. 419 Between Schaefferstown & Cornwall, Lebanon County
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