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Lat' s talk health care:

Are farm communities deficient in physicians?

BY DEBBIE KOONTZ
LANCASTER — A recent study
by the United States Department
of Agriculture’s Economic
Research Service reports that 138
counties in the United States —
about 4.5 percent of all counties —
lacked an active physician.

This means that about a half-
million farmers and other
residents of rural communities
must leave their home counties to
obtain professional heaith care.

This study, reported in the
USDA’s monthly publication
Farmline, found that 86 of these
counties have a sufficient
population and income base to
support a physician’s practice but
haven’t yet enticed a doctor to set
up an office there. The other 52
cannot do so without subsidies
from the state, local or federal
government.

Pa.’s situation

Pennsylvania is fortunate to
have a least one doctor in each of
its 67 counties. In fact, only one
county — Sullivan — has as few as
one doctor actively practicing
within its borders, according to the
American Medical Association’s
Physician Characteristics and
Distribution in the U.S. report.
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According to this report, five
counties have less than 10 non-
federal physicians practicing
medicine in Pennsylvania. They
are: Cameron, 3; Forest, 2;
Fulton 3; Juniata, 7 andSulhvan,

In all, Pennsylvania has a total
of 23347 doctors, 22,098 of which
are in active practice. But of these
23,347, only 3,219 have a general
practice, making the idea of a
family doctor seem close to ex-
tinction.

These statistics, when compared
to the current Pennsylvania
population, total 517 people for
each physician. The national
average is 515 for each physician.

Why low counts?

Though these statistics may
seem alarming for many rural
residents, it is wise to note that
nonphysician and low-number
physician counties, compared with
other counties, tend to have
smaller, sparser populations, with
slower growth rates and lower per
capita incomes.

Nearly all the U.S. nonphysician
counties mentioned in the Far-
mline report above, are totally
rural, with no towns exceeding
2,500 residents. In fact, 93 of these

counties have less than 4,000
people in the entire county.
Interesting to note on the Penn-
sylvania study, is the drastic
difference arising from one county
to another in physician statistics.
For instance, Wayne County in
extreme northeast Pennsylvania
with physician statistics of a low
32, is bordered by all of
Lackawanna County’s eastern
border and yet this latter county
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supports 362 physicians. It seems
impossible that two counties
bordering each other could harbor
such opposite statistics, but a
closer 1look reveals that
Lackawanna County is the home of
Pennsylvania’s fifth largest city —
Scranton, with a total count of
91,503 residents,

The same difference occurs
between the counties of Franklin
and Fulton with physician

statistics of 130 and 3 respectively.
The reason for the difference? The
foothills of the Alleghany Moun-
tains lie in Fulton County. Once
you climb these foothills and reach
the level western plateau, you see
physician statistics growing:
Bedford, at 28; Somerset with 55;
Fayette, 119 and on to Pittsburgh’s
home county of Allegheny with
4,018 non-federal, actively prac-
ticing physicians.
+ (Turn to Page B28)
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WE SELL SERVICE & INSTALL

-EQUIPMENT, INC.

RD 1, Rt. 272 S., Herrville Rd.,
Willow Street PA 17584

Phone: 717-464-3321:
or Tolf Free: 800-732-0053

Westialia

Introduces|

Visotron

With Vacuum
Arrestor

The new Visotron Automatic Mitkker Control is the foolproof,
modem method of doing an old-fashioned job in stanchion
bams Gently tends to each cow’s production needs without
manual supervision. Vacustop Vacuum Arrestor controls
levels between mikking ratios -
convenient and fotally portable, the Visotron saves you time
and money. Contact your Westfalia Sales Center now, and
find out why the new Visotron Automatic Milker Control is
today’'s method of handling yesterday’'s problemt

TAKE THE GUESS WORK OUT OF
REMOVING THE MILKER......
JUST WATCH FOR THE RED LIGHT

Let Us Show You The Visotron In Operation
in Your Area

" 100 CFM N.Z.

24 HOUR
SERVICE

50 E. 28th Divisional Highiway
717-627-3000

BRANCH STORE OPENING IN EARLY APRIL IN DENTON, MD. TO SERVE YOU LOCALLY

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER
NEW WESTFALIA VACUUM PUMPS

Stop & see us at our Brickerville location on Rt. 322 % mi. east of Rt. 501
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Limited Supply

Lititz, PA 17543
Titus Burkholder
Home 717-859-3863




