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UNIVERSITY PARK - Want
the best homegrown strawberries
you can have for freezing? Then
consider planting varieties rated
superior for freezing, as scored by
ataste panelatPenn State.

The taste panel gave Earliglow
and Darrow varieties the best
overall ratings among frozen
strawberries tested for quality.
Panelists rated seven common
strawberry varieties for texture,
sweetness, flavor, andcolor.

Earliglow and Darrow also ripen
the earliest of the varieties tested
for freezing, reported Roland R.

Daniels, Penn State fruit scientist
heading up the study of quality in
frozen strawberries. The otherfive
varieties tested in order of
ripening were Redchief,
Surecrop, Delite, Jerseybelle and
Vesper.

Vesper was rated nearly as high
as Darrow and Earliglow for
quality of texture after freezing.
Redchief and Jerseybelle were
rated lowest of all varieties for
texture.

Darrow was rated highest for
sweetness, followed by Vesper and
Earliglow. Delite and Jerseybelle
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were judgedto be the least sweet
tasting.

Earliglow received the best
rating for flavor. Jerseybelle had
the lowestflavor rating.

All varieties expect Surecrop
were similar in ratings for color.
Surecrop had the lowest color
rating. Jerseybelle and Surecrop
received the lowest overall
ratings.

To grow some of the better
varieties for freezing, Daniels
advised buying only certified
plants, essentially, disease-free,
from nurseries or garden centers.

He said strawberries can be
planted as soon as the soil is
workable.

After preparing the soil, follow
planting instructions carefully, he
added. If plants are set too deep,
die crowns will rot. If planted too
shallowly, exposed roots will dry
out and the plants will die. When
flower buds appear the first year,
remove them to encourage runner
formation. For information on
fertilizer requirements, mulching,
and disease and insect control,
contact your county Cooperative
Extension Service.
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Panel rates best-tasting strawberries for freezing

(Turn to Page 837)

Daniels and associates reported
their findings in an issue of
“Science in Agriculture,” the
quarterly magazine of the College
of Agriculture at Penn State.
Cooperating from the Department
of Horticulture were Gerald D.
Kuhn, Stephen H. Hampson, C.
Marshall Ritter, and Celeste
Miller. To geton a free mailing list
for “Science inAgriculture,” write
to 229 Agricultural Adminikration
Building, University Park, Pa.
16802.

The Penn State experiments
measured other factors related to
quality offrozen strawberries.For
example, “soluble solids” is a
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