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Chicken | Coop News
By Herb Jordan

" Penn State Extensiorj Poultry Specialist ,

e on the poultry industry

Feeders Speeding Up—Collection
. Belts Slowing Down

Poultryproducers are speeding
up their feeders and slowing down
their mechanical egg collection
belts. They are finding that by
speeding up their old feeders, or by
buying the new faster feeders, they
are now able to get fresher feed to
their birds in less time with less
noise as well as less wear and tear
on the equipment.

Old slow feed chains used to
make some birds wait three to four
hours fresh feed, because the birds

new feed. Now a feeder may run;
for only a few minutes . while
distributing fresh feed more
uniformly to all birds. A balanced'
high quality diet is needed to

produce quality eggs with strong
- shells .

Another new concept in egg
collection is to slow down the belts

at the head of the line ate all the -

7

to one-third normal speed so that
eggs are kept in their highest
quality form by a minimum. of
jolting and bumping. Some egg
belts now move so slawly you can
bearly notice it, and they run for
long periods to collect eggs gently.
This keeps egg shells intact and
keeps interior quality high for the
consumer.

These new production prgctices
will benefit both pouitryproducers

and consumers alike in that they-

attack two common poultry
production problems—feeding the
birds on time and collecting the
eggs with a minimum of breakage.
Preliminary results from field
studies indicate eggs losc weight in
aging so that specific gravity
measurements decrease during
the first nine - days after
ovaposition. Gathering eggs soon
after they are laid is important to
maintain egg weight and quality.
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~ Enrollment increases for Pa.’s 4-H clubs

LANCASTER — Four-H e:;roll- ~certrating on a single subject., Some members belot;ged to more

ment in Pennsylvania increazed by

almost 4,000 during 1962, This

* means 91,000 boys and girls 8
through 19 years of age are now
part of this informal educational
program.
- Using four approaches, 4¢H
attracted 44,452 youth in 2481
traditional 4-H clubs. In the cities
these 4H Clubs offered animal
projects such as rabbits, dogs and
pets. Rapair projects involving
small engines helped 4-H'ers and
their parents save money by
keeping the family lawn mower
running. Many youngsters learned
in the traditional food preparation
and preservation projects.

A second approach to 4H oc-
curred in schools. Scientific
, projects such as embryology
:~ enriched the curriculum in much

the same way as 4H founders

school curricula beyond
the three R's to include practical
things such as gardening and

canning. School programs in -4-H

are held both during free periods

andafter school. 32,087 youth were

enrolled in this category of 4-H.
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Vicon mower/conditioners help For altalfa, clover and other

Nutrition education and safety
often characterize these programs
which attracted 18,700 youth.
Finally, 244 boys and girls were
in 4-H as individuals. Some were
handicapped, some in-
stitutionalized. Others were
without means to attend a 4H
meeting, 30 a parent served as a
leader. No one project charac-
terized this small group. They
become involved in many things }n
their 4-H learning experience,
Now the astute reader will have
added these figures and concluded
the writer couldn’t add because the
figure< totaled over 95,000, Why?

than one group. The computer at
the state 4-H office in the College of
Agriculture at the Pennsylvania
State University found these
duplications and concluded there
are 91,780 Pennsylvania
youngsters in 4-H in 1982!

' That same computer recorded
an increase of 122 4H Clubs, or
almost two per county. Penn-
sylvania’s 4-H  agents, the
organizers of 4-H clubs with the
volunteer adult and teen leaders,
are proud to be extending the
educational influence of 4+H to
4,000 more youngsters this year.

Educate for safety

NEWARK, Del. — When it
comes to farm safety, personal
experience and common sense are
not enough, says Ronald Jester,
Extension farm safety specialist at
the University of Delaware
Georgetown substation,

The National Safety Council is
encouraging farmers and their
families to educate for safety. The
emphasis is to “‘educate today to
prevent accidents tomorrow.”
Education is the key to an-
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« Automatic Reset Bottoms

« Each Bottom Raised & Lowered By
Hydraulic Cylinders. o )

« Hydraulically Operated Swinging Hitch
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 Full One Year Guarantee On All Parts.

WHITE HORSE MACHINE

RD 1, Box 281
Located on Rt. 897 So. and Rt. 340

ticipating trouble before it starts,
says Jester.

According to the council, work
accidents in 1981 claimed the tives
of approximately 1,900 farm
workers and caused about 192,902
disabling injuries. The cost of farm
wecidents, including farm fires; is
estimated at $5 billion annually.
Work-connected illnesses were not
estimated.

Jester offers some ways to
promote safety education at all
levels within the agricultural
community. First he suggests that
farm families spend time
discussing safety with
children, and encourage them to
get involved in safety programs,
such as those sponsored by 4-H and
FFA.

The Delaware Cooperative
Extension Service sponsors a farm
safety training program through
Jester’s office in Georgetown.
Farmers are urged to plan and
initiate a program geared to their
needs. For information, call
302/856-5250. -
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you make hay whether the sun
shines or not. Two hardworking
models tackle the heaviest stand-
ing grass or wet, tangled forage

without plugging...and cut faster B

than any mower on the market.
Vicon uses heavy duty tri-

angular discs that rotate at 3000

rpm for.a clean cut — even in mar-

forage crops, use the Vicon

KM- 240. It features interlocking
rubber rollers that crimp and
bruise stems to speed evaporation
and save valuable nutrients.

Fach has adjustable swath
doors for wide or narrow wind-
rows. You can bail directly be-
hind either and eliminate raking.

ginal weather. Then the hay or

s is conditioned to kelp it dry

ast and even throughout the

swath.

Vicon gives you a choice:

For coastal bermudea, fescue,

rye and other southern ses,
use the Vicon OM-240, Durable
nylon flails strip away the waxy
grass stem coating. This ensures
that both stem and leaf dry evenly.
Results are less leaf loss when

KM-240

. No chains, sprockets, belts
or reel on either model means less
maintenance and downtime.

For the grower who only
needs a mower, get the fast cut-
ting Vicon CM- 165 or CM-240.

See your Vicon dealer today.
He hasthe choice of mower/con-
ditioners you need. Challenge
him to make good on Vicon's Fast

Drying, No Plugging Promise.

turning, tedding and picking up.

Contact: Boyd Mood

2113 Circle Road, Carlisle, PA Y7013

717-243-3062

- Vicon Faym Machinery, Inc.

The proot is cut and dried.

PO.Box 6313
Chesapeake, VA 23323
804/485- 1600

Dairy Farmers
Geot Hot Water FREE

We have developed our own heat
exchanger where you can get 120 degree
water from your milk tank's cooling
system before it gets to your water g
heater. This means that there is water
that is over 110 degrees going into your
water heater instead of 55 degree water. 4

Whether you have electric, gas, or oil
for. your heating source you will see a
noticeable savings on your hot water

costs. -

Prices start at $680.00. .

Also’ complete service and repairs on
alt makes and models of milk tank cooling
systems.

For more information write or call

LIGHT'S REFRIGERATION

. SERVICE -
105 Dead End Road
.~ Lebanon, PA 17042

. 717-865-3997




