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Fat Test Fluctuations

The 50-cent milk price deduc-
tions concern many dairymen. Will
it take place? If so, how will they
be able to make up for some of the
loss?

One way might be to.icrease fat
tests by three points. With a 17 cent
differential, that would be 51 cents
per hundredweight of milk. This is
a possibility only if fat tests are a
problem in the herd now, and if it
can be raised without sacrificing
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too much production in the
process.

Fat tests are a problem on many
farms - and there probably are
some good reasons for many of
those problems. Let me explore a
few possibilities with you.

I recently attended an Agway
meeting, and saw a good, graphic
illustration of a problem which I
see on many farms. The
illustration is roughly as follows:
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“We Make

FARM BUILDINGS

Designed to Your Needs...to Your Specifications”

+ Pole Barns

¢ Poultry Houses
* Dairy Barns

s Horse Stables

To help you plan your building and write your awn specifications, a professional
Snavely field representative ts ready and willing to assist you. He can help with
everything from selecting the site, determining the size, and drawing the plans,

* Riding Arenas

» Utility Buildings
* Hog Houses

o Cold Storage

e Work Shops
* Residences

P

to selecting materials, figuring costs, and scheduling delivery.

Snavely's has been doing business for over 100 vears and has satisfied
thousands of area farmers. And their factory fabricated panels, walls, trusses,
etc. not only make erection easier and faster but also save you considerable
money. For a no-charge, no-obligation consultation on your building requie-

ments, phone, visit or mail the coupon below.

¢ Equipment Sheds
» Storage Buildings
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As we approach and exceed the
“generally safe,” upper limits of
grain - the 60% level - we can ex-
pect fat tests to become very
erratic for a while, then plummet
to a more constant, abnormally
low level. This, I believe, vividly
shows what is happening on many
farms - why a 3.8% tester one
month suddenly drops to a 2.1% on

‘the next test aud then recovers to

near normal on the following test -
or why there is a rather wide
discrepancy between DHIA tests
and plant tests, with DHIA tests
being lower.

These big fluctuations can be
very temporary, and we are quick
to find fault with sampling and
testing procedures. If in question,
compare DHIA protein test fluc-
tuations with fat test fluctuations.
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Chances are, if the protein test
shows little, if any, fluctuation,
you have a herd problem that-is
causing the fat test problem.
Another check on the accuracy of
individual cow tests is to submit a
tank sample, preferably from a
tank that was empty when the
supervisor arrived for the first
sampling. The tank sample should
agree with the average test for the
herd.
Why The Problem?

Why are more and more herds
experiencing the problem? There
are several possibilities.

1. We're pushing for preduction
and greater profit margins. Grain
is relatively cheap, so we’re
feeding more of it.

2. We may not be getting enough
forage into our heavy producing
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heifers and into our large, heavy
producers. Here's why.

We have been programmed “n,
assume that all cows eat the san’
amount of forage - at least on
paper for the purpose of balancing
rations and for writing down on
paper a neat, simple feeding
program for the herd. Then, we
feed grain according to milk
production, plus a few extra
pounds for that growing heifer.
The problem is, a lot of the herd is
not 1300 pounds - herd average.

The smaller heifers may not
have the capacity to consume what
you feed the average sized cow.
The larger cow needs more than
the average cow. Consequently,
their minimum forage needs of 1.5
pounds of hay equivalent per
hundred pounds of body weight,
are not being met. And, because
we're pumping the grain to them
for production and for growth, our
forage to grain ration is out of
balance - we’'ve exceeded 60% of
the DM in the ration coming from
grain! This creates abnormal
conditions in the rumen. Fat

quickly become eratic and & ‘/'( )

ceptionally low - an indication of
poor rumen health - ‘and dry
matter (DM) intake drops.
Eventually, production will also
start to decline. Similarly, when
cows go off feed on forage for
whatever tveason - hot tem-
peratures in summer, bad fer-
mentations, poor quality, molds,
stale forages, etc. - we experience
the same problems.

3. We're feeding higher quality
forage, which is lower in fiber
content.
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NOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME
YOU CAN REST EASY
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Your MONEY \ |
MARKET FUNDS -
Are INSURED Up to $100,000 .

that the money you earn is as
safe and secure as your pass-
book savings account... whileit
nets you the higher interest
rates you want! And, you can
enjoy the convenience of doing
your banking...and investin

...under the same roof...ours!
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If you're in the market for a
guaranteed higher rate of sav-
ings, then our Money Market
Funds are for you! Unlike other
market accounts, ours offer you
the added insurance of backing
by the U.S. government for up to
$100,000! So you can be assured

THE FARMERS NATIONAL BANK OF QUARRYVILLE §

SMALL ENOUGH TO KNOW YOU...

Snavely

Sons, Inc.

SINCE 1878

Landisville, PA17538 150 Main Street 717/898-2241
Lancaster, PA17603 351 W. JamesSt. 717/394-7277
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I am interested in

(Type of Building)
(Date)

1 plan on building akout

Name
Address
City
State
Phone Number ___ __/
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LARGE ENOUGHTOSERVEYOU.  §
TWO CONVENIENT SOUTHERN LANCASTER COUNTY LOCATIONS 4
" % QUARRYVILLE Phone: (717) 786-7337 % PENNHILL an
An Equal Opportunity Lender « Member F.D.1.C. ¢« Each Account Insured To $100,000
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