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PARK RIDGE, m. - The White
House-endorsed plan for rescuing
the Social Security system, “hits
farmers doubly hard, without
addressing the system's fun-
damental problem,” American
Farm Bureau Federation
President Robert Delano said last
Thursday.

“Under the bipartisn Social

Security Commission report, self-
employed farmers will have to
increase payments 43 percent to
meet the combined rate levied on
employers and employees,”
Delano said. “In addition, farmers
with employees will have to pay
the increase in Social Security
taxes on themselves and their
employees that has been ac-

celeratedto next January.”
Those two factors, the farm

leader said, constitute a “double
whammy” for a sector of the
economy already reeling, in large
nart. because of government
policies. “While the government is
trying to redress its past mistakes
by getting rid of surpluses and
promotingfarm exports, this latest
income for the nation’s fanners
andranchers,” Delano said.

Increasing Social Security taxes
without significantly cutting the
growth rate of benefits, Delano
notes, “doesn’t get at Social
Security’s basic problem: It is
overly generous with benefits in
relation to what’s contributed into
it” The newest plan, be asserted,
“concentrates almost exclusively
on increasing revenues, without
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Farm Bureau criticizes SS solution
getting control of the program’s
cost."

Inaddition, the farmleadersaid,
“The commission’s solution
doesn’t deal with the fact that
there has been a relatively
shrinking pool of workers sup-
porting an expanding group of
retirees. In 1960, there were 16
workers paying for each retiree;
todaythere are only three workers
paying for each beneficiary, in 50
years, there will he onlytwo.”
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That problem, Delano said,
“seemingly is the wild card in all
this, as the Commission failed to
come up with what it said was
needed to get Social Security
throughthe next 75 years.” Delano .

said it is “unthinkable that
Congress consider more tax in-
creases for a long-term solution

of freezing benefits at
currentlevelsuntil basic defects in
the law can be corrected.”
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LET E.M. HERR.EQUIPMENT ASSIST YOU ON YOUR NEED FOR
GRAIN STORAGE FROM FEEDING SYSTEMS,

ON FARM STORAGE, TO COMMERCIAL
Grain Biro From 673 to 500,000 Bushal Capacity - Food Biro From

FEED BINS - GRAIN BINS - WET HOLDING TANKS - UTILITY,
FLEX, TRANSPORT, INCLINE, VERTICAL & BIN UNLOADING, AUGERS -

BUCKET ELEVATORS, DRYING AND AERATION FANS - AERATION
FLOORS - GRAIN CLEANERS

SALES - PARTS - ERECTION - SERVICE
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