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Minimize winter herd health problems-

UNIVERSITY PARK —
Veterinarians are called to dairy
farms in winter months more often
than any other time of the year.
Farmers can cut down visits and
ultimately reduce vet bills with
certain precautions.

Increased confinement and
inadequate ventilation create an
optimal environment for
pneumonia and other infectious
respiratory diseases, says Penn

State Extension veterinarian Dr.
Lawrence Hutchinson.

Poor nutrition, another major
problem, according to Hutchinson,
occurs in late winter because the
herd is maintained almost ex-
clusively on stored feeds that lose
some nutritive value during
storage.

Many of the stored or ensiled
feeds become damaged due to
heat-drying, ensiling or length of
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storing time from harvest. The
nutritive value of such feeds
becomes poorer as winter con-
tinues and the incidence of
nutrition-related illnesses, such as
ketosis, twisted stomach and milk
feverincrease.

Periodic analyses of forages and
feeds pinpoint deficiencies in a
ration so that farmers can sup-
plement and make necessary
changes to achieve a balance
ration.

Hutchinson says because of
more animal contact, stress due to
extremely cold weather and a high
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during winter, the calving pens
tend to be used more, especially on
farms with limited space. A pen
may be used for a sick cow one day
and a fresh cow with calf the next.
Frequent changes of bedding help
provide the animals with a cleaner
envirenment and reduce the
spread of disease. _

To ensure further protection
from scours and other tran-
smissible diseases, calves are best
maintained individually, either in
outdoor hutches or indoor pens.
Don't keep calves together before

weaning, advises Hutchinson.

A healthy cow will begin the
winter months with ample body
stores of nutrients but must rely on
stored forage and feed during the
latter part of the winter. A cow in
poor condition to begin with starts
the cold season at a disadvantage.

Reducing various detrimental
effects on herds from the cold
northeast winters can be im-
‘plemented on most farms,
however, to some farmers, winter
can seem like the longest season of
the year, Hutchinson observes.

‘Look For
The Right One!

Open Pit Pump

THE CALUMET €O, InC ., ALCOMA, Wiy

Pumps any size lagoon with 2:1 slope wall so
you don't need docks or loading platforms.
Delivers 5,500 gallons per minute. Driven at
540 RPM from tractor PTO. Heavy-duty 25-inch
impellor. 25' length, with optional extension to
pump the deepest pits. Loading pipes and
hydrautics included.
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SIZES & LAYOUTS TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS

We are qualified to handle any poured concrete job you may
need. We use a pract.cal aluminum forming system to create
concrete structures of maximum strength and durability. For a
highly satisfactory job at an affordable price, get in touch with us.

POURED FOR DURABILITY

G' o“ dnl e - Vertical-Shaft Pump Tank N_lédels $-3250, S$-4500;
: “L10UID MANURE EQUIPNENT IS OUR ONLY BUSINESS™
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BRICK CHURCH RD. LEOLA, PA. 17540

FOR SALES & LAYOUT CONTACT
GROFFDALE POURED WALLS (717) 656-2016
JAKE KING (717)656-7566
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