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Sycamore Meade

(Continued from Page A21)
Betty bull put us back on the map
as far as production goes,”
Brubaker explains. In fact,
Brubaker recalls, that the bull’s
high PD was popular among
commercial Holstein herds, during
the 1960s.

“Earl Keefer was one of the first
breeders in the state to get the
Betty blood in his herd. And for the
last ten years, his herd has been in
the top ten for the breed in
production,” Brubaker says.

But the Betty bull came closer to
the butcher shop than he did to A.I.
service, Brubaker recalls. His
Canadian breeder, Selwood Farm
provided a New York A.I. stud,with
a bull in the late 1950s. However, a
barn fire at the stud killed several
bulls, including the Selwood
delegate, explains Brubaker.

Meanwhile, the Betty bull was
slated for baloney but instead was
used to replace the bull killed in the
barn fire. The rest, as they say, is
history.

With the influence of the great
bull behind him, Earl Keefer
admits that his breeding is geared
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more for production.

“We breed for milk. We're
concerned about type but we don’t
breed for a show string,’”” he says.
And as the herd averages roll
along, so, it seems, does type. The
Sycamore Meade barn currently
boasts about a dozen Excellents.

On Tuesday in the Farm Show
large arena, the Keefer-Shetterly
clan will make the most of a
breeding philosophy developed
over the past quarter century.

The 112-acre Dauphin County
farm has been in Keefer’s family
since William Penn handed out
deeds centuries ago. Earl’s dad
was a school teacher and left the
farming duties up to his sons.

“The farm was pretty rundown
then,” Earl recalls. The mixed
herd was milked by hand for a
while until bucket milkers
replaced the tedious task.

Eventually, Keefer phased out
all viher breeds to concentrate on
his favorite — the Ayrshire cow.

“I'm fond of them for.a number
of reasons,” he explains. *‘They’re

efficient feed converters. You
don’t often see a bad udder on an
Ayrshire and calving problems are
almost unheard of."”

As is on most family-run farms,
Earl and Annabel, who was raised
on a general farm in western Ohio,
providled much of the early
foundation work while their
children were small.

Until a decade ago, the Keefers
milked their growing herd on two
separate farms, which were about
three miles apart.

Annabel recounts one of the
worst winters to hit Dauphin
County. A heavy Thanksgiving
snowstorm had downed several
power lines, shutting electricity to
both farms. Without an auxiliary
generator, the Keefers worked
long, long hours to tend the herd.

“We had to take the cows down
to the run for water,” she recalls.
Their Thanksgiving dinner con-
sisted of $oup, which Annabel
cooked with canned heat and
hamburgers.

‘““The refrigerator wasn’t
working and the ice cream melted,
so we drank ice cream, that day,”
Earl adds.

At first, the Keefers tried to milk
by hand but quickly abandored the

practice.

‘‘We finally hooked a pump up to
atractor. It took us all day to milk.
It was hardest on the heavy
producers,”” notes Earl.

“About a half-dozen cows were
in their peak, but after that they
never came back,” he adds.

Needless to day, the Keefers now
have a generator.

“But we haven’t used it yet,”
laughs Annabel.

Today, the Sycamore Meade
labor force includes Earl, Donald
Shetterly and Earl, Jr.

‘Replacement raising has passed

from mother to daughter as
Sandra is chief calf raiser.

The 87-head milking herd
benefits from a home grain mix-
ture. A 14 percent protein mix of
soybean meal, oats and ear corn,
plus vitamins and minerals are
part of a total mixed ration fed
three times a day. Computed for 45
pounds of daily production, the
TMR, which is fed in the free-stall
bunk, includes (on a per head
basis) 18 pounds of grain, 14
pounds of corn silage and 16
pounds of alfalfa haylage.

Cows producing more than 45
pounds get an additional slug of
grain (a 20 percent protein mix) in
the stall barn during milking.

Meanwhile at the Farm Show
complex, Sandra, Donald and
brood, will be putting the final
touches on the show string. In 1981,
the Keefers and Shetterlys walked
away with virtually all the marbles
when they collected the Grand
Champion rosette and the Premier
Breeder and Exhibitor banners.

In addition to the competition,
the family looks forward to
fellowship with other exhibitors
and visiting with the non-farm
public.

Earl chuckles ds he recalls one
Farm Show when the animals were
bedded with straw that was stored
at a friend’s barn. The farmer had
a few guinea hens on his place and
evidently an egg was lodged on a
bale. Before the day ended, Earl
says at least one city visitor
walked away thinking he had just
met the first egg-laying cow.

In just one more week, Farm
Show 1983 will be history. The
Keefers and Shetterlys along with
hundreds of other farm families
will have collected more memories
and hopefully more ribbons.

But more importantly, their
participation and pride in showing
and breeding quality animals are
tools that can be shared with the
non-farm public. .
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STOP AND SEE US AT THE JOHN
DEERE DISPLAY DURING THE 67th
ANNUAL PA. FARM SHOW

NEW EQUIPMENT SPECIALS

John Deere 327 Baler w/#30

Ejector . ............. 71,850.00
John Deere #888' Blade . . ... 615.00
John Deere 235 19°-11" Wing

SILOS

Fold Disk. . ........... ,850.00
John Deere 70 Grinder-
Mixer................... 6,
NH 489 9' Haybine ........... 7,350

USED EQUIPMENT SPECIALS:

International 340 Tractor

wiloader............ 3,950.00
New Holland 791 Spreader . 3,450.00
John Deere 790 Spreader . . 1,635.00
StarlineSpreader . .......... 850.00
John Deere 465 Spreader . . 1,450.00
Ford 8600 Diesel Tractor. . 10,950.00
IH 2000 Loader Q.T ....... 1,500.00
Henderson Loader

FarmallC .............. 275.00
JD 4430 Quad-Range

SGB w/Heat, Air, Radio,
Tape, Three-Paint, Dual

Remote ............ 20,250.00
IH 4130 Skid Steer Loader

w/Fork & Bucket, 523 Hours,

RollGuard ........... 6,450.

EVERGREEN TRACTOR CO., INC.

30 Evergreen Rd.
Lebanon, Pa. 17042
(717) 272-3641
STORE HOURS:
Mon. thru Fri. 7:30 AM -5 PM
Sat. 8 AM to 12 Noon
WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL WITH

AMOS GEHMAN

FACTORY TRAINED MECHANICS

SPERRY<SNEW HOLLAND

JONN DEERE

e BARN PAINTING
e MILK HOUSES .
e ROOF COATING .

e WATER PROOFING ¢ AGRICULTURE

Since 1961

OUR SPECIALTIES ARE:

e CHURCHES
COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

STUCCO
FARMHOUSES

ALLEN B. SHIRK

For FREE Estimate

STOP AND SEE US AT THE FARM SHOW
SPACE #67 AND OUTSIDE DISPLAY AND
HAVE A FREE CUP OF COFFEE ON US!

i «u SEAL CRETE, Inc.

RD 2 Ephrata, PA 17522 717-859-1127



