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Gem-Rock is Holstein operation in transition

BY DICK ANGLESTEIN T

ANNVILLE — The Gem-Rock
Holstein operation, now under the
direction of the third generation
Kenneth Sellers famuly, could be
described as 4 herd in transition.

‘The operation, founded by Elmer
H. Dutweller 1n the early-40’s and
recently honored by the Lebanon
County Holstein Breeders, led the
county 1n 1980 and 198] 1n butterfat
production with averages ot 762
and 741 1bs.

Milk production
19,400 and 18,900 1bs.

But this year, production has
shpped to 16,600 milk and 632 tat.

The reason tor the shp 18 a good
one. The operation 15 undergomng a
completely internal expansion in
cow nunbers that has very nearly
doubled herd size.

And brand new facilities— barn,
milk house, teed room, stlos and
manure storage - 1o accomodate
the larger herd will be on display
at an vpen house on Wednesday at
the tarm located along Rt Y34
about haltway between Ri, 322 and
Annville.

“We had 43 stalls 1w the old
barn,” Ken Sellers explams,

“Now, we have 60 tie stalis and
three box pens s this new barn.
Only tour stalls are empty and
we've been busy bullding up the
herd completely trom withw.

“In tull rotation, we'll have
about 60 o 70 cows, with the dry
cows kKept 1 the old barn with the
heiters.

“We hope to get back nto
merchandising agam, wo. We've
had to cut back on that the past
yedr or 50 due Lo the expansion.

“But i another year or two we
should be getung back to where we
were betore all the expansion
began.””

The uld barn, which sets closer Lo
the road, was beginning to show its
age. ‘There was pipeline trouble
and the gutter cleaner was shot,

'S0, we had t decide whether w
overhaul or build new,” Sellers
said.

*We decided Lo get sotething we
watited and 1 haven't been sorry.
Sure, it's goug tv be ught tor

avereaged
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Five-year-old Kevin Sellers gives mom and dad, Karen and
Kerneth, an extra big hug in new dairy barn. The fact that

awhile with the cutback in ulk
support, but iU's been a pleasure
working in the new barn  and
teedimg tromn a completely en-
closed area.”

In addiion tu the 38 by 1/0-toot
barn, there's a unik house and
vttice wing. The teed rooin extends
suine 6U teel oft the barn past the
twu brand new Madisou silus - 4 20
by 69 Nutrumatic and a 20 by 40
Gralnamatic.

The concreted and  1ooted
manure  stotage  stiuclure 1>

capable ot holding aboul o stx-
month supply. A latz ram 1
located rght 1 g cornet ot the
barn.
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New Gem-Rock dairy barn contains small trough used as
boot bath. Although he's not wearing boots. Ken Sellers
R (.s'gxam‘!é‘e.&ham-d TETETE BEYCA YA

Ihere 1 be no treeang problem
and worktng on it 1s tmuch easier
Sellers said.

“There s svme odor when il s
working  but  the tans quickly
retuvve 1t And there s been o
splashmy problein.

Anvther wngue device is lucated
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Just acruss the entrance trom the
ran.
When people cutne w, they ask

what tis iittle trough 1s,  Sellers
satd,
Its o boul wash aud ow

veteritarialt rccouuuuudcd 1.
The  Annvilie-Clevna  FEFA
praduate took vver the upetation in

corner had nothing at all to do
with his impromptu show of affection.

1970 trom Ins tather, Hatold. A
year latet, ken recewved s
American Degree. Now, hery
melnber of the Young Farmers.
But the operation could be called

the  Five-h. Theres hen and
hatren, e dagghter ot o Lebanon
(Turn to Page A40)
. *
o
. -

%ﬁ%\

- .
ot AT E
3 . A C 8
R .
4 ] »“?ﬁgﬁ m T e
» IO N Ll R A W, K ﬁ“% T IART o e
: e e R A 1 PR T A R M et T
: T Faarete i S s g RS e IR
vty R AT £ SR Xt IR ) ey el R 5 F
AR t \-w-'ng T ‘;«; ot % o i 3 e | Car N
e T I e N e s o SIS i S A AP
ke EI: 4 > > < g - .. N o « 7 XY id
> «’ 232 ;f‘;-: 22 e fug® JET 0 STVTW S L T e A vt
‘ . g ¥ T I T R, ?W"‘”' X :.3‘%»“, PP SN . i
- . - e 2 T Sdan ENG ke e s
. B RS e T T A Timen g E N e . - .
. R A A I Y e R A
-y S e T Nl N IR R RS R ol MU S
v - - * - v -
wr - TN a3 e Tz B e P & Ly Sa . ~% e i
s PO SR N T a ey ¥ 72 - ‘ "
. - * wot R Sl it AR . » e
y X N - — P A gt )
S 1 - PR - A . e
A I, s S ey Rl T
e O R ERE < CPEEREPCo- AR S

Spreader stands

idle and will

manure storage facility goes into operation.

not be used as much on Kenneth Sellers farm as new



