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Flat Stone Lick

| {Continued from Page E2)

“*AS a result, we have quiet
anumals that are fairly trouble-
free,” he boasts. “In our area
there are a lot of people who work
off the farm. They need the kind of
cattle that aren’t hard calvers and
that are good milkers.”

In the farm’s breeding program,
Les says he **attempts to follow the
trends — striving for more frame
while still keeping milkability
without hard calving.”

*Our cows aren’t the biggest 1n
the industry,” Les concedes, *‘but
they’re bigger than average. We're
selling a reliable genetic package
to a person who needsit.”

In the process of selecting
genetically superlor progeny, Les
says the policy at Flat Stone Lack 1s
to keep only about 12 bull calves
out of each year's crop. The
remainder are castrated and kept
on the farm for one year, after
which they are seold as lightweight
feeders. In merchandising bull
calves, Les notes most are sold to
commercial cattle breeders.

Commenting on the difficulty of
selling purebred bulls to com-
mercial operations, Les admts
*“1t’s hard to get $100 over beef
price for purebred bulls. People
don’t want to pay for the premuum
of management.”’ He also cited the
same problem when mer-
chandising purebred cows and
heifers.

Nevertheless, Les stresses Flat
Stone Lick calves will continue to
be purebred Polled Herefords.
Through genetic manipulation, he
says the Polled Hereford breeders
are “‘attempting to get their cat-
tle’s frame size up in order to have
a desirable end product for steer
sales.” But, he says, the pressure
from Mother Nature 1s to go
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smaller.

One of the problems Les says he
sees with the modern, larger
framed Polled Hereford cows 1s
the fact that they will cost more to
maintain, requiring more grau to
keep them cycling. He also says he
fears structural faults will make
calving ease a problem, especlally
with two-year-old, first-calf
heifers. ;

At Flat Stone Lick, Les says
calving has never been a problem.
This year they only had to assist
with six calves out of a total of 88.
And, two of those assists were the
result of bad presentations, he
explains.

Flat Stone Lick’s cow herd
doesn't receive any quantity of
grain, and show prospects don’t
recetve speclal treatment. Les
says that some suage 1s fed with
hay during the cold months. Since
grass tetany is such a problem in
the area, he feeds a half pound ot
ground ear corn per cow. He
combines this with corn suUage
topdressed with magnesium oxide
for their daily diets from
Thanksgiving to Memorial Day.

Flat Stone Lick’s calving season
runs from January through March,
a three-month period during which
cows are kept 1n a restricted area.
Although Les says the farm has
calving stalls, he notes he likes his
cows to calve “on frozen ground.
've had frozen ears and tails
already, but our Polled Herefords
are winter hardy. Qur biggest
problem comes with mud.”

Two other problems that plague
the cattle at Flat Stone Lick are
parasites, like coccidiosts, and
pink eye. To fight the parasite
battle, Les says they employ
drenching as a problem-solving
weapon — treating calves over five
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Nme-year-old Kimberly Mldla exhlb:ted the champion heifer at the Pénnsylvama Polled
Heretord Junior Show this past summer. The heifer later went on to be tagged reserve
champion of the open show that same day. Proud mother, Nancy. tar right, beams a

happy smile.

consecutive days. I'or the pink-eye
problem, Les says they inject a *z
c¢ mixture of penictiin and cor-
tisone into the membrane of the
eyehd as soon as the eye begins to
drain. This 1s coupled with the
traditional pink eye spray treat-
ment.

Managing the breeding herd 1s a
challenging task for most cattle
breeders. At Flat Stone Lick the
COWSs are given a five-week period
after calving during which thev
are bred artificially. After thas, the
cows are turned out to pasture vith
three hetd budls

Accordmg to las, this yeur the
tarm had two-thirds ot then cows
concelve  atter  bewng  serviced
artificially.

Calves are allowed to stay on the
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cows untd Oct. 1. Les explains that _

only a few weeks before ths
weaning date are they introduced

to creep feed. At the time of -

weaning, the <calves are In-
noculated with various vaccines,
wormed and degrubbed.

Cows are pregnancy checked 1n
September, Les notes, adding that
‘any open cows are culled mm-
mediately and sent tv auction.
Prior to the examination, all the
cows n Flat Stone Lick's ae-
credited herd received thewr
brucellosis blood tests and
tuberculosis vaccination. ‘The
“preg’ checks are done when the
vetermartan returoas to jead the

TH1est
T Les suis up  the tarm’'s
pinlosuphy v ramsing  PFolled
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Herctord cattle, sayuig, We have
respectable (_dltle, but not world
trendsetters. They’re not groomed
to compete with the well-htted
show cattle — they’re just well-
grown.”

in reflecting on their 15 years ot
record-keeping and the resulting
Benchmark Dam  designations,
Les comments that the two-teet
thick stack of records have
provided an essential management
tool.

“First you have to know your
cows 1n order to make decistons.
Then you take.your records and
make more decisions,”’ notes Les.
He comments that each of these

“decisions taken separately 15 not as
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