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BrickerviUe firefighter battle flames that destroyed a Lancaster County barn last
Thursdayevening. Three heifers and about30 tons of hay were destroyed along with the
barn owned by Fred Heller ofR 1 Lititz. (Photos by Stan Hall)

Arson watch keeps northern
Lancaster Co. farmers on edge
BY PEGGY FRAILEY

Editor,Lititz Record Express
LITITZ Arson has been cited

as the cause of a $30,000 fire that
destroyed a barn in BrickerviUe,
Lancaster County on Oct. 14.
Fanners in the area havemounted
an unofficial alert for suspicious or
unfamiliar happenings around the
farms northofLititz.

Last Thursday’s fire was the
second barn fire within five days to
start from unknown origins and
destroy farm buildings innorthern
Lancaster County. Five days
earlier, on Oct. 10, a fire destroyed
a Clay Township barn located less
than three miles from the scene of
the Brickerville fire.

Fire marshals have not yet
determined whether the Clay
Township fire was intentionally
set. However, state police fire

marshal Larry Albert said a
positive ruling of arson was made
the morning after the Oct. 14fire in
BrickerviUe and he is now
proceeding with a criminal in-
vestigation.

Fred Heller ofR 1 Lititz, ownerof
the barn that was destroyed in the
Oct. 14 fire, said farmers in the
area “are concerned” about the
two fires which had a number of
similarities.

“They have their eyes and ears
open and are being very careful in
the community,” Heller said. He
added that some “strange things”
had happened in the two weeks
prior to the fires, explaining how
farmers were called away from
their homes for “steerthases” the
nights of both the Brickerville and
the Clay Township fires. Steers on
two different farms were turned (Turn to Page A32)
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neighbors who wet the animal down and, with a rope, pulled her out of the smoke-filled
buildingto safety.

loose on those night, and neigh-
boring farmers had helped catch
and return the animals.

On the night of Oct. 14, Heller
said, he was called to asteer chase
in the Lincoln area. The night of
the Clay Township fire, fanners
were working until 2 a.m. loading
and returning steers who had run
from the John Sensenich farm.

Other “suspicious” things
farmers have noticed, Heller said,
were unfamiliar cars on the farms
duringthe lastfew weeks.

He said a car had been seen
parked in the pasture on the
Keener farm (where his bam was
located) earlier on the day of the
fire, and that someone would have
had to open an electric fence gate
to drive in there.
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TROUT SPRINS FARM
John E. Kreider
523 WillowRoad

Lancaster, PA 17601
Tel. 717-299-2536

CJ. WONSIDLER BROS.
R.R.I

Ouakertown, PA 18951
Tel. 215-536-7523

CJ. WONSIDLER BROS.
R.R 2

New Tripoli,PA 18066
Tel. 215-767-7611

CJ. WONSIDLER BROS.
R.R 2

Oley. PA 19547
Tel. 215-987-6257

TRI COUNTY FARM
& NOME CENTER

R.R.I
Bloomsburg, PA 17815

Tel. 717-437-3440

HISTAND’S FARM
& HOME CENTER
R.R. 1,Box 231
Rome, PA 18837

Tel. 717-744-2371

EDGEFIELD FARM
Kenneth M.Rutt
R.R. 2, Box 370

Quarryville, PA 17566
Tel. 717-786-3591

ZIMMERMAN FARM
SERVICE
Box 86

Bethel, PA 19507
Tel. 717-933-4114

SHARTLESVILLE FARM
SERVICE

R.R. 1.Box 770
Hamburg. PA 19526
Tel. 215-488-1025

LAWRENCE KILBOURN
35 W. Union St.

Canton, PA 17724
Tel. 717-673-8309

M & M BARN SALES
& SERVICE

R.R.I
Westfield, PA 16950
Tel. 814-334-5504

SICKLER FARM EQUIPMENT
R.R 1

Woodstown.NJ 08098
Tel. 609-769-2066

SYTSEMA FEED SERVICE
R.R. 3, Box 730,Rt. 519

Sussex, NJ 07461
Tel. 201-875-5449

DONALD SCHMIDT
R.R. 1,80x255A
Hawley. PA 18428
Tel. 717-253-3048

253-2409

CALL YOUR
LOCAL DEALS?

AND 00
THE

WEAVERLINE
WAY

SWOPE & BASHORE
R.R.I

Myerstown, PA 17067
Tel. 717-933-4138
6. HIRAM BUCHMAN

FARM SUPPLY
401 WaterSt., Box 185
Belvidere, NJ 07823
Tel. 201-475-2185

BRANDrS FARM
SUPPLY, INC.

601 E. High St.
Elizabethtown. PA 17022

Tel. 717-367-1221

HUMBERSON FARM
EQUIPMENT & BUILDINGS

R.R. 3. Box 174 A
Bruceton Mills. WV 26525

Tel. 304-379-6211

PEOPLES SALES S SERVICE
Oakland Mills

Pennsylvania 17076
Tel. 717-463-2735

CLAPPER FARM EQUIPMENT
Star Route, Box 22

Alexandria, PA 16611
Tel. 814-669-4465

LUCAS BARN EQUIPMENT
R.R. 2, Box 339 D

Bellefonte, PA 16823
Tel. 814-383-2806

KAUFFMAN FARM SUPPLY
Mount Pleasant Mills
Pennsylvania 17853
Tel. 717-539-4571

KAUFFMAN FARM SUPPLY
E. MainSt.

Belleville, PA 17004
Tel. 717-935-2131

SOMERSET BARN
EQUIPMENT

R.R. 5
Somerset, PA 15501
Tel. 814-445-5555

UM. MACHINERY
CO., INC.

R.R. 3, Old Rt 22.
Box 147

Greensburg, PA 15601
Tel. 412-668-2276

GNE6Y SURGE SERVICE
194Greenhill Drive

Washington. PA 15301
Tel. 412-222-0444
THE FARMERS STORE
Elmer Eisenbrown
R.R.I, Box 239

Harmony, PA 16037
Tel. 412-368-8473

LANDIS FARMSTEAD
AUTOMATION

R.R 2
Milton, PA 17847

Tel. 717-437-2375
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