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Crossleys’ conservation efforts are highlights of Berks tour

By Laurel Schaeffer farmers not to let water leave the stalled seventeen years agowitha the local fire company, Crossley urgea any farmer interested in
LEESPORT — Construction ofa  farm whenever possible. . ; gravity flow pipeline. Manure is explained. ;l:mg c&ncielzhvi:tl:fr;_work on a farm
con! ice as soon as

. sod waterway and diversion The Crossleys began coni- stored in tanks and hauled out four Henry Bohn, director of the L O
terrace were highlighted during servstion farming with recom- timesper year. - Berks County ASCS office told the Possible. Explaining that the next
the annual Berks County Con- mendations from the Soil Con- They bave also built a four-acre tour participants that cost shares county committee meeting for cost
servation tour last week. The tour  servation Service in 1950 — the pond and stocked it with fish. The Wwere still available from his office Share approval will be held Sep-
which started at the Berks County  fifth farm in the county to have pond was primarily built to help for conservation practices. He tember24th.
Agricultural Center, progressedto signed up in the conservation
the Gruber Wagon Works, followed program. - All of their farms, - .- . . PR
by the Energy Fest and Wood- consisting of 400 acres are in » 5 W% s .
burners Expo being held at the conservation practices, including v - : 5 i
Kutztown Fairgrounds, before three miles of terraces and three
;f&‘:ng lll)!; at gl'eosgl)gy Br:eﬂlers, miles of tiled waterways.

, where Waterway “We were always picking rocks
was being constructed. and stones,” John Crossley ex-
At the Crossley Brothers farm. plained, “when we first thought of
located in the Perkiomen water- joining the conservation program.
shed, John Crossley - showed After joining, the soil loss was
visitors the construction whichwas much less, as was their fertilizer
underway for a sod waterway. The  and machinery repair bills.-
site being drained by the waterway-  «“The water was washing all the
was previously- an old orchard soil away, leaving more rocks
which has been turned into field . exposed, each year, Crossley
crop production. - explained. He also noted the
A combination of terraces and conservation practices in-
waterways were being built onthe  corporated into his farming
ground encompassing ap- operations have cut down fuel

( + proxjmately 150 acres_to slow consumption. The: terraces have
water runoff and divert it away Jeveled his steepest land, reducing
from a roadway to the back of the the danger of tip overs.
property where a natural water-  The Crossleys raise 200 acres of
way exists. . . alfalfa and put the rest of their

Prior to the conservation work, a  farmland into corn and small grain
driveway leading up to the fields production. They also have 40
was impossible to maintain do to acres of buckwheat planted as a

washing, explainedCrossley. ~ double crop. The farm is run by
The conservation work, which John Crossley and his brother : s
inclludes fcoulxlltour strips, willffslow Harry with the help of four em- ' . A s -
the loss of soil due to the runoff and . : b y ryman Ny
ployees. During last week's Berks Conservation tour, Wwaterway with dairyman John Crossley, right,

will help retain the water. Crossley ~ The Crossleys milk 170 " ;
stated he remembers an Holsteins  nsing & b SCS technical Roy Shyrock, left, and ASCS and equipment operator Phil Gregor.

agronomist telling. a group of herringbone milking parlor in- director Henry Bohn look over plans for a sod
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Cerlok™ Floordng has a cotrugated surface

P added gth white the
smopth surface desitable for bin sweeps and
cleaning devices Round perforavons cover the
entire width of the surfsce ares
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. opering for easy accens Top hinges completely out
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;lqll.g‘ to plugMcnmpudaamueonuolund Grain Systems, Inc. ' the way when open Rounded edges prowde safe
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GS! Access Equipment consists of Ladders
Cages and Bin Eave Platiorms Al are galvanized
requinng no field dniting or cutung  Cages provide
Feed Bins safe access to bn Platform which has shp resistant
2.7Tonto58 ficor and galvanized handrails

and Channel Lok fioors Fewsr pieces sndabsenca
of 1ails makus nstajlation saser Snap in Hooks®
hold suppornt y 10 the floor, pr ng shift
ng whem bin 1s emptv and fan s on Nowwith ad
ded oponing for batter under floor sy flow
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Fans and Heaters and other

. . 2-Ring Bin Daoe 15 galvanized with corrugated Bin Door $tep 13 an optonal all weather sip Hold Down Bracket with optonal / Bolt and
drymg accessories to_ meet 1ambs for sure fit to tte bin sdewalls Outer door step Unique perf step mesns max Hurpin secures bin to the concrate foundstion [l

our graind, ing needs. one prece galvanizeq for long life Inner door, with . imum traction i all weather sstustions Makes for forming & sturdy base J Bolt adjustment for easier
y 4 ry g pressure acton door latches, ndependently opens easy access to bin door bin erection Corrugated Hold Down fits tight 1o
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